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Israeli couple detained in Cairo 


CAIRO (AFP) - Two Israeli tou isls E 

fcrif 1 for latag mmhojtad phrtos of Cora’s 
building- an Egyptian judicial official said Saturday The 
couple, wto «« released after a few hours, were^rt of a 

V h01cl war the buildioVin the 
cq, centre, the omeial said. A police officer euanJina ihe 
buHdmfi arrested the parr Ihutsday after ihe^Zk'fo™ 
plwaaaf the “stratepc sire," ifc official said. The couple, 
who * brought before state security inveaigaois. said 

UBytodkpbotosofihebuildiirg.whichdates ftmitetiiin 

of the oenniry bKause they thought it was old. Police con- 
fiscaied their film and turned them over to a representative 
of the Israeli embassy, the official said. re P rKentauve 




mes 


An rcikptrtderi Arab pol&ctf 

ZmmJM 


PrtK5 Fou^dasion 

uM#» 


Vatican foreign minister visits Syria 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — The Vatican's foreign minister. 
Monsignor Jean-Louis Tauran. arrived in Damascus Satur- 
day for a 36-hour visit, the Syrian News Agency (.SANA) 
said. Mr. Tauran, who was met at the airport by Syrian 
Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs Adnan Omran. told 
journalists he came “to exchange views with Syrian offi- 
cials on the Middle East peace process and to discuss mat- 
ters of interest" to the Vatican and Syria. He was due to 
meet Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk Sharaa Sunday 
morning, according to. the Vatican's ambassador to Syria. 
Archbishop Pier Giacomo De Nicolo. Mr. Tauran's visit 
comes amid reports that Pope John Paul I! will soon visit 
Lebanon. 
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Bar-On-Hebron scandal 
could topple Netanyahu 
government — Kahalani 

Labour sets up panel for ’new elections' 
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TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israeli Internal Security 
Minister Avigdor Kahalani 
warned on Saturday rhal 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s government 
could be toppled over the 
growing attorney-general 
scandal. 

“If it is discovered that the 
prime minister as well as 
Justice Minister Tzahi 
Hanegbi are directly impli- 
cated in this affair, the gov- 
ernment will have to be dis- 
solved and new elections 
held,” Mr. Kahalani said on 
Israeli military radio. 

Mr. Kahalani’s ministry 
oversees the police depart- 
ment, which launched an 
investigation three weeks 
ago into allegations that Mr. 
Netanyahu appointed Roni 
Bar-On as attorney general 
in exchange for political 
favours. 

The security minister’s 
warning came a day after 
Israeli public television 
reported that Mn Netanyahu 
had been told by police that 
he could face indictment 
over last month’s short-lived 
appointment. 

Three police officers who 
questioned the prime minis- 
ter Tuesday about the 
appointment warned Mr. 
Netanyahu that his deposi- 
tion might be used to bring 
charges against him, the 
television said. 

The television said police 
decided to issue the warning 
45 minutes into the inter- 
view when the Israeli leader 
refused to give clear 
answers to some embarrass- 
ing questions. 

The prime minister said he 
did not remember some 
points which the investiga- 


tors considered key, it 
added. 

Public radio said senior 
police officials confirmed 
that Mr. Netanyahu had 
been warned. 

However, Mr. Kahalani 
refused to comment directly 
on the investigation. 

A spokesman for the 
prime minister said Satur- 
day that Mr. Netanyahu 
“has nothing to say about 
ongoing investigation,” and 
has “responded to all the 
questions asked by police.” . 

This is the first time in 
Israel's nearly half-century 
history that a head of gov- 
ernment has been threatened 
with indictment 

Israel's main opposition 
Labour Party, meanwhile, 
announced Saturday that it 
has created a working group 
to prepare for new elec- 
tions. 

Nissim Zvili, Labour sec- 
retary general, said the party 
made the decision given the 
“growing indications that 
Benyamin Netanyahu's 
right-wing government will 
fall.” 

“Under the law, general 
elections must take place 60 
days after the resignation or 
incapacity of the prime min- 
ister,” said Mr. Zvili, whose 
party was ousted from 
power by Mr. Netanyahu’s 
narrow victory in Israel’s 
first direct election for 
prime minister in May. 

“It is a very short time, 
that is why we have decided 
to immediately prepare for 
this potential situation," he 
said. . 

Public television said that 
the “agreement” on Bar-On 
was concluded by Shas reli- 
gious party leader Arieh 


Deri and the director of ihe 
prime minister’s office, 
Avigdor Lieberman, who is 
Mr. Netanyahu’s closest 
political associate. 

Mr. Deri allegedly warned 
Mr. Netanyahu before last 
month's vote on the Hebron 
accord that if Bar-On were 
not named to the top judicial 
position, the party, a mem- 
ber of the rightwing govern- 
ing coalition, would not 
back the agreement with the 
Palestinians. 

“Deri threatened Ml 
Netanyahu: ‘If Bar-On is 
not appointed, you will have 
trouble from me,’” Mr. 
Deri’s former lawyer, Dan 
Avi-Yitzhak, told investiga- 
tors, according to the Yediot 
Aharon ot newspaper. 

Given the seriousness of 
the political crisis, public 
radio interviewed several 
legal experts to discuss the 
procedures in case the 
prime minister is forced to 
resign. 

Under Israeli law, only the 
government prosecutor, 
who is part of the attorney 
general’s office, can bring 
charges against the prime 
minister. 

A s. three-judge panel 
would then have to deter- 
mine whether there is 
enough evidence for a for- 
mal indictment 

In this case, the parlia- 
ment, or Knesset would 
have to approve ano-confi- 
dence vote by a simple 
majority among its 120 
members, without howev- 
er, necessarily dissolving 
the legislative body. 

New elections would have 
to be held for prime minister 
in the following two 
months, under Israeli law. 


Settlement building would wreck 
peace process, PNA warns anew 

King briefs Arafat on 
outcome of Europe visit 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
In an escalation of the war of 
nerves over Jerusalem, Pales- 
tinian officials warned Satur- 
day that Israel’s construction 
plans in the Arab eastern sec- 
tor of the city could destroy 
the whole Israeli-Palestinian 
peace process. 

"Jerusalem is a fireball, and 
it will bum eveiything if the 
Israeli side continues with its 
stubborn ways,” the Palestin- 
ian cabinet said after a five- 
hour meeting on tie issue tri- 
day that ran into early Satur- 
day meaning. 

“The settlement of 
Jerusalem represents a red line 
which puts the entire peace 
process in danger,” the cabinet 
said. 

‘The Israeli government 
will bear full responsibility for 
the consequences of this set- 
tlement, which makes peace 
between the two people 
impossible," it sad, describing 
the construction as “a viola- 
tion of the autonomy accords, 
of international law and the 
guarantees given by the Unit- 
ed States.” 

The right-wing Israeli gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
announced the construction of 
anew Jewish neighbourhood 
in the now undeveloped Har 
Homa area on the southern 
edge of East Jerusalem, but 
has not given the final 
approval for the project to go 
ahead. 

The project involves build- 
ing 6,500 homes far about 
25,000 people. 

According to Palestinians, 
the project would complete a 
ring of settlements around 
Arab JerrusaJem and cut off 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein on Saturday briefed the 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat on the outcome of hft 
recent tour which took him to Britain, Germany, Ire- 
land and Morocco. In a telephone conversation, King 
Hussein and President Arafat called for exerting all 
efforts to push the peace process forward and alleviate 
the suffering of the Palestinian people. 


Palestinian access to the Holy 
City. 

The Palestinian cabinet 
called on Palestinian people to 
act to ensure the failure of 
“settlers and Israeli enterprises 
involved in the construction 
of settlements in Palestinian 
territories.” 

“The Israelis want to 
’Judaise' Jerusalem by chang- 
ing the demographic, historic 
and geographic situation, 
threatening the holy sites of 
Islam and Christianity,” the 
cabinet said. 

Palestinian officials have 
warned that the construction 
could ignite violence similar 
to those that followed the 
September opening by Mt 
Netanyahu of a new entrance 
to an archaeological tunnel 
near East Jerusalem’s sacred 
A1 Aqsa Mosque. That unrest 
left more than 80 Palestinians 
and Israelis dead. 

On Friday, Mr. Netanyahu 
told his cabinet that in spite of 
The fierce Palestinian opposi- 
tion he will go ahead with 
construction of the Har 
Homa, Israel Radio said. 

Ml Netanyahu has said in 
the past he was committed to 
starting the project but has 
avoided setting a date, appar- 
ently for fear of igniting 
renewed c. iiflict with the 


Patestirtians. 

The Clinton admmistrafion 
has said construction projects 
in East Jerusalem were not 
conducive to IsraeH-Palestin- 
ian peacemaking. 

Mr. Netanyahu has 
promised to also a build 
homes for Jerusalem’s Arab 
residents. The Yediot Ahronot 
daily said the government 
would build 1,000 apartments 
for residents of the Palestinian 
district of Umm Touba, next to 
Har Homa. Construction 
would begin simultaneously. 
Some of the land for Har 
Homa was expropriated from 
Umm Touba landowners. 

Palestinian officials have 
rejected such compromise 
offers. 

‘This land is not theirs,” 
said Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) official 
Abdul Rahman, adding that if 
Israel went ahead with the 
plan it would be “in the hands 
of the (Palestinian) people to 
take organised steps." 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Mordechai said Friday that 
Israel was determined on 
building for Jews in Arab East 
' Jerusalem and elsewhere the 
West Bank andsaid a final 
decision on building the Har 
Horn project was expected to 
be taken this week. 


Netanyahu talks to focus on peace, bilateral ties 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Informa- 
tion Marwan Muasher said Saturday after 
a Cabinet ordinary session that Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu's 
visit to Jordan today (Sunday) would centre 
on giving impetus to the whole peace 
process. Discussions will cover the issue of 
settlements, Jerusalem, bilateral relations 
and activating trade between Jordan and 
Israel and Jordan and the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA), the minister 
said. 

He noted a joint Jordanian-Palsestinian 
committee would convene early next 
month. 

Dr. Muasher said the government was now 
also arranging a visit by Israeli Minister of 
Defence Yitzhak Mordechai to the King- 
dom soon. 

With reference to the Musa Abu Marzouk 
case, the minister said this issue had been 
discussed with Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gations (FBI) Director Louis Freeh, who 
visited Amman Thursday and Friday. 

Dr. Muasher briefed reporters on His 
Majesty King Hussein's recent visits to 
Germany and his talks with German offi- 
cials.that Germany pledged to pay Jordan 
55 million Deutschmarks in addition to 
another 40 million marks in accordance 
with a protocol agreement signed between 
the two countries in 1997. 


Dr. Muasher said the 55 million 
Deutschmarks would be spent only on 
infrastructural projects. The government 
called for the convenion of part of Jor- 
dan’s debts to Germany to investment in 
the Kingdom and to support Jordan in its 
negotiations with Paris Club for debt 
rescheduling, he said. 

Dr. Muasher said Minister of Trade and 
Industry Ali Abul Ragheb was leave for 
Tripoli on Sunday to relay a message from 
King Hussein to Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi on bilateral relations. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb will discuss with Libyan 
officials scopes of economic cooperation 
and expanding trade between the two 
countries. 

Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Saud A1 
Faisal will visit Jordan in the first week of 
March. Dr. Muasher said. 

Minister of Public Works and Housing 
Abdul Hadi Majali said the Cabinet dis- 
cussed giving allowances on the basis of 
the profession rather than on individuals. 
That was a reference to a demand by engi- 
neers for a uniform allowance system (see 
page 12). 

The Cabinet also approved a draft law for 
prospecting oil at Wadi Sarhan area with 
the assistance of two American compa- 
nies. Also approved was a draft law for 
expanding Aqaba port. 


Copenhagen Declaration 
Committee calls on Israel 
to drop settlement plan 
as measure of good faith 


Mordechai says he is committed 
to strong ties with Jordan, ready 
to help resolve bilateral problems 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Siaff Reporter 

ISRAELI Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai, a high- 
ly influential force in the 
Israeli political scene, has 
pledged to seek every 
avenue of cooperation with 
Jordan and said he was 
ready to ‘support the King- 
dom's interests while deal- 
ing with the Israeli govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Mordechai, who 
served in the army for 33 
years before retiring and 
joining politics last year, 
said he held His Majesty 
King Hussein and other 
members of the Royal fam- 
ily in high regard and was 
committed to building a 
warm relationship with the 
Kingdom. 

The former general, 
speaking in an interview 
with the Jordan limes in 
West Jerusalem on Friday, 
also said Israel saw Jordan 
as a key player in efforts to 
make peace between Syria 
and the Jewish state and as 
a "bridge between Israel 
and Iraq and other coun- 
tries..." 



Yitzhak Mordechai 


"Peace with Jordan is a 
strategic peace," said the 
former chief of staff, 
describing the Kingdom as 
the Arab country most close 
to the Jewish state. 

"We have a long journey 
together, we have the same 
interests, security and eco- 
nomic interests, even 
soda! interests," said Mr. 
Mordechai, one of the most 
popular political figures in 
Israel, who Likud voters 
choose as their most 
favourite candidate in pri- 
maries before elections in 


May. 

In his capadty as defence 
minister, said Mr. 
Mordechai, be wants to 
. "make sure we are seeing 
eye-to-eye about the securi- 
ty situation between Israel 
and Jordan, doing all our 
best to make coordination 
between the Israeli army 
and the Jordanian army 
very close, and doing all 
our best to support the 
cooperation they need." 

"At the same time," he 
added, "I'd like to do all my 
best in the government on 
how 1 can support the Jor- 
danian interests on the eco- 
nomic side and many other 
sides.J am willing to do 
my best here in Israel." 

Mr. Mordechai, who 
traces his ancestry to Iraq, 
paid tribute to King Hus- 
sein's "idea about peace, his 
belief in how the sons of 
Abraham could live togeth- 
er, that both religions 
(Judaism and Islam) come 
from the same branch, 
(and) his desire to explore 
not the differences but to 
bring together what we are 
closer to..." 

(Continued on page 7) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
steering committee of the 
recently formed 

International Alliance for 
Arab-Israeli Peace has 
denounced Israeli plans to 
build more settlements in 
Arab East Jerusalem and 
the occupied Palestinian 
territories and called on 
the Israeli government to 
withdraw these plans as a 
measure of good faith in 
efforts to reach lasting 
and comprehensive peace 
in the Middle East. 

“We denounce and 
reject these plans (as) 
contrary to the letler and 
spirit of the Copenhagen 
Declaration and the Pales- 
tinian-Israeli agreement,” 
the committee said in a 
statement issued on the 
eve of a visit to Jordan by 
Israeli Nine Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

“We demand from and 
call on the Israeli govern- 
ment to withdraw (its 
plans) and freeze all set- 
tlement activities in all 
the occupied territories,” 
added the committee,, 
which is made up of Jor- 
danians, Palestinians, 
Egyptians, Israelis and 
Danes. 

The statement said the 
committee members 
would “spare no effort ... 
to establish genuine Arab- 
Israeli relations based on 
respect for our mutual 
rights and the dignity and 
security of our peoples 
and to contribute towards 
a lasting and comprehen- 
sive settlement to the con- 
flict ” 

“But in order to achieve 
this goal, Israel must 
desist from settlement 
activity, since “the build- 
ing and expansion (of set- 
tlements) in the occupied 
Palestinian territories can 
only retard (the) cause 
(of peace) and increase 
the risk of taking us again 
down the path of war, 
violence and extremism,” 
the statement said (see 
full text of statement on 
page 7). 

According to Adnan 
Abu Odeh, spokesman for 
the Jordanian team that 


signed the Copenhagen 
Declaration lust month, 
the statement was meant 
to impress on Mr. 
Netanyahu the importance 
of removing all obstacles 
that stand in the way of 
achieving a just and last- 
ing peace in the Middle 
East region. 

He told the Jordan 
Times yesterday that "not 
only are settlements ille- 
gal and a major obstacle 
to peace, the new Israeli 
plans will create a new 
crisis between the Arabs 
and the Israelis, make a 
mockery of the recent 
Palestinian-1 srjeli agree- 
ments, and endanger the 
whole peace process." 

Mr. Abu Odeh. who 
served as chief of the 
Royal Court and as Jor- 
dan’s permanent delegate 
to the United Nations, 
called on Mr. Netanyahu 
to take the opportunity of 
his visit to Amman today 
"to declare that he is 
abandoning his plans to 
build the settlements.” 

“Otherwise we will only 
see his visit as another 
attempt to cover up 
expansionist policies.” 
said Mr. Abu Odeh. 

The International 
Alliance for Arab-Israeli 
Peace is the first people- 
to-people organisation 
established by Arabs and 
Israelis. It groups Jordan- 
ian, Egyptian, Palestinian. 
Israeli, Danish as well 
European public Figures. 

The alliance was formed 
at the end of a conference 
on peace in the Middle 
East which was organised 
by the Danish Foreign 
Ministry in January. 

Members of the alliance 
include Secretary Gener- 
al of the Federation of 
Afro-Asian Writers Lutfi 
A1 Khuli of Egypt, Pales- 
tinian Dean of A1 Quds 
University Sari Nus- 
seibeh, former director 
general of the Israeli for- 
eign ministry David Kim- 
che and Former Chief of 
Jordan’s Air Force Gen- 
eral Ihsaa Shurdum. 


Kabariti reaffirms stand 
on Jerusalem, settlements 
in talks with Darawsheh 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan on Saturday reiterated its firm 
stand with regard to Arab Jerusalem, stressing that any 
Jewish settlement activities or the expansion of existing 
settlements in the Holy City pose a real threat to the peace 
process. 

Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti told a Palestinian 
delegation led by Knesset Member Abdul Wahab 
Darawsheh: “Jordan regards the city of Jerusalem as a gen- 
uine symbol for the establishment of durable peace in the 
region.” 

Mr. Kabariti stressed that peace cannot survive “if it is 
not comprehensive and just and if it does not give the 
Palestinians their legitimate rights on their national soil.” 

The prime minister reviewed with the delegation ihe 
developments in the peace process and the recent measures 
adopted by Israel in and around the Arab East Jerusalem 
and the plans for the establishment of a new settlement at 
Jabal Abu Ghneim south of the city. 

In remarks to Jordan Television after the meeting Mr. 
Darawsheh. who heads the Arab Democratic Party, said 
the meeting revealed an “identity of views” between his 
party and the Jordanian government. Both, he said, sup- 
port the peace process, the Palestinian rights and oppose 
the Israeli settlements in Jerusalem and other pans of the 
occupied Arab territories. 

Referring to Israeli plans to build near Jerusalem. Mr. 
Darawsheh said: "If ‘his settlement is constructed, it will 
pose a direct threat ro the peace process. Therefore we in 
the Knesset have warned Benyamin Netanyahu against 
such a move and expressed hope that there would not be 
any more settlements in the Arab lands.” 

Mr. Darawsheh said Mr. Kabariti outlined the Jordanian 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Iran denies envoys 
were recalled from 
Ankara in dispute 




Enough of ‘empty’ ; 
slogans, declares Iran 
presidential candidate 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — 
Iran’s foreign minister 
denied on Saturday that the 
top two Iranian diplomats 
in Turkey had been called 
home after a storm of 
protest over their praise for 
Turkey's Islamic move- 
ment. 

“They are here only for 
some consultations, they 
have not been recalled,’' Ali 
Akbar VeJayari told 
reporters at a news confer- 
ence in Tehran. 

Ambassador Mohammad 
Reza Bagheri faced severe 
criticism in Turkey for a 
speech he gave earlier this 
month at an Ankara rally 
praising the Turkish funda- 
mentalist movement which 
aims to have an Islamic 
regime in Turkey. 

Iranian Consul-General 
Mohammad Reza Rasheed 
was criticised for support- 
ing Mr. Bagheri 's speech. 

But Deputy Foreign Min- 
ister Alaeddin Boroujerdi 
said Saturday that both 
diplomats were in Tehran to 
attend a ‘’gathering,” and 
would be returning to 
Turkey, the official Islamic 
Republic News Agency 
(IRNA) reported. He did 
not say when that would be. 

However. Mr. Boroujerdi 
added that Mr. Bagheri's 
diplomatic tenure in Turkey 
had come to an end. He 
said the ambassador would 
be returning to Iran shortly 
after winding up his affairs 
in Ankara. 

Turkish opposition par- 
ties had called for Mr. 
Bagheri's expulsion for his 
role in the rally, where pic- 
tures of the leaders of the 
militant groups Hamas and 
Hizbollah decorated the 
hall. 

The Turkish Foreign 
Ministry had given a 
protest note to Mr. Bagheri 
for his speech, but never 
.declared -to^persona-non- 
grata to force mm to leave. 

Mr. Bagheri had rejected 
the protest, and Tehran said 


the Turkish government 
had no right to reprimand 
the ambassador. 

Turkey is now governed 
by a centre-right coalition 
led by the Islamic Welfare 
Party. 

Disturbed by the rally 
where others called for an 
Islamic regime, Turkish 
generals sent tanks march- 
ing through the town in a 
show of strength. The mili- 
tary establishment sees 
itself as the guarantor of 
Turkey’s secular system. 

The Turkish Foreign 
Ministry said Friday the 
two men had left Turkey. 

“They are no longer in 
Turkey,” a Turkish official 
said. “The ambassador has 
not officially notified the 
ministry that he was leav- 
ing Turkey," he continued, 
but did not give further 
details. 

Mr. Bagheri said Islam 
would triumph throughout 
the world in a reference to 
the Islamic revolution in 
Iran, during a “Jerusalem 
night," organised on Jan. 
3 1 by Bekir Yildiz, the pro- 
Islamic mayor of Sincan, a 
suburb of Ankara. 

Mr. Rashid reportedly 
made remarks backing 
Islamic law in an attempt 
to support the ambassador. 

Secularism is one of the 
key tenets of the modem 
Turkish state and the 
remarks, hot on the heels of 
a recent series of pro- 
Islamic remarks by mem- 
bers of the Welfare Party, 
whipped up a storm of 
protest from secular 
groups. 

A political analyst said 
that the Turkish govern- 
ment had not ordered the 
explusion of the two Iran- 
ian diplomats, but had 
instead asked the Iranian 
government to,recal}-them 
' ' in drdef to’aVoltf 'damaging 
ties between Ankara and 
Tehran. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — An Iranian presidential candidate: 
criticised his fellow politicians here on Saturday for issuing, 
what he called “empty" slogans, saying Iranian people tad 



CHARLES IN KUWAIT: Britain's Prince Charles plays an educational board game with Kuwaiti children on Saturday 
at the British Council. The prince was on a two-day official visit to Kuwait which next week celebrates it's 1961 inde- 
pendence from Britian and also its 1991 liberation from a seven-month Iraqi occupation (Reuters photo) 


UAE invites 50 defence 
ministers for arms show 


Suspect in Americans’ murder 
in S. Arabia not charged yet 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The United Arab Emirates I UAE) has 
invited 50 defence ministers for next month's international arms 
show, which it describes as the biggest ground weapons exhibition 
in the world. 

The official daily A1 Ittihad said Saturday 725 companies from 
43 countries will participate in the March 16-20 show in Abu 
Dhabi. 

“We have invited more than 50 defence ministers. They will 
have the opportunity to see the exhibited arms and enjoy a neutral 
climate to discuss and reach deals," the paper quoted Brigadier 
General Sultan Bakhit A1 Suwaidi of the UAE armed forces as 


The armed forces are the sponsors of the biannual event, which 
will include weapons deals for the UAE and other countries, 
organisers said. 

More than 50.000 officials and military and civilian delegates 
are expected to come for the show, which will cover tanks, 
frigates, artillery, missiles, guns, radars and other defence equip- 
ment. 

The United States is again dominating the show, sending nearly 
100 companies. The other key exhibitors are France, Britain. Rus- 
sia. South Africa. Italy, Germany, Netherlands and Brazil. 

Egypt. Saudi Arabia, Indonesia and other Asian countries will 
also participate in the exhibition, whch will go on Internet for the 
first time. It was not immediately clear if Iran would again be 
■among the-exhibitors.Tbe showcoincides with plans by the UAE . 
and its partners in the Gulf Cooperation Council to bolster their 
armies in deals expected by Gen. Suwaidi to exceed .$80 billion 
over the coming five years. 


Security Council to debate Cyprus issue next month 


NICOSIA (AFP) — The 
U.N. Security Council's 
permanent members will 
hold a mid-March meeting 
devoted to Cyprus, after six 
months of heightened ten- 
sion on the divided island, 
the Russian ambassador here 
said. 

Ambassador Georgy 
Muratov was cited by the 
official Cypriot News 
Agency (CNA) as saying 
the meeting, organised by 
Russia, would examine the 
outlook for a peaceful settle- 
ment to the Cypres problem. 

Beside Russia, the other 
permanent Security Council 
members are Britain, China, 
France and the United 
States. 

Cyprus has been divided 


since Turkey invaded die 
northern third of the island in 
1974 after a military coup in 
the capital. Nicosia, aimed at 
uniting the island with 
Greece. 

Turkey, Greece and 
Britain, the former colonial 
power here, were guarantors 
of Cypres’ independence 
when it became a state in 
1960. 

Intercommunal strife 
between Greek and Turkish 
Cypriots predated the inva- 
sion, however, and U.N. 
peacekeepers have been 
deployed here since 1964. 

A senior Russian Foreign 
Ministry official recently 
visited Cypres. Turkey and 
Greece to hold talks on the 
issue. 


Asked whether Turkey has 
invited Russia to enter into 
long-term military coopera- 
tion in return for cancelling 
its arms deal with Cyprus, 
Mr. Muratov said, according 
to CNA, “there is no chance 
that this very important deal 
will be cancelled.” 

Cyprus, which is predomi- 
nantly Greek Cypriot, 
announced in January the 
purchase of 20 Russian S- 
300 ground-to-air missiles, 
which are capable of striking 
targets in southern Turkish 
air space. 

Ankara, which has about 
35,000 soldiers stationed in 
the north where most of the 
Turkish Cypriot minority 
now lives, retaliated with a 
threat to attack the Greek 


sector of the island if the 
missiles were deployed. 

Cypres has said the mis- 
siles would be delivered in 
16 months. 

Cypriot President Glatcos 
Clerides told Athens Thurs- 
day that Cyprus is deter- 
mined to “continue to 
acquire high-tech arras sys- 
tems" to give it the “most 
effective defence" while 
Turkish troops are occupy- 
ing the north. 

He said Cyprus was ready 
to open face-to-face talks as 
soon as the preparations 
have been completed that 
will ensure their success. 

Last year, five people were 
killed in clashes between the 
two communities in the 
buffer zone. 


DUBAI (AP) — An 
imprisoned Filipino suspect 
in the murder of an Ameri- 
can couple in Saudi Arabia 
has not been charged with 
the crime or allowed visits 
by embassy officials, an 
official at the Philippines 
embassy said Saturday. 

Bemie Morame, 26. has 
been in jail since the Dec. S 
murder of Berry Bailey. 50 
and his wife Mary Ann. He 
was arrested while trying to 
board a flight to the Philip- 
pines. 

Philippines diplomats 
have not been allowed to 
see Morante despite several 
requests and he has not yet 
been charged with the mur- 
der. the embassy official 
said in a telephone inter- 
view from the Saudi capi- 
tal. Riyadh. He spoke under 
customary rules of 
anonymity. 

Morante’s wife in Manila 
has nor yet been granted a 
•visa she requested in 
December to fly to Saudi 
Arabia to visit her husband, 
said the official. 

It is not known when 
Morante could be charged. 
Saudi officials do not com- 
ment on such cases to 
reporters. 

Morante’s father Roge- 
lio, 59, who has been work- 
ing in Saudi Arabia since 
1983. has seen . him twice in 
Riyadh’s Malaz prison. 

The senior Morante said 
in a telephone interview 
from Saudi Arabia that he 
and his son were not 
allowed by prison guards to 
discuss the murder. 

Instead, they mainly 
talked about Morante’s 
wife and two small children 
back home, who are suffer- 
ing from a serious skin dis- 
ease. 

Morante’s father said he 
plans to visit his son once 
more before he returns to 


the Philippines for good in 
March. 

“My heart is very heavy. I 
gave my notice before all 
this happened and now I 
am forced to leave even 
though my heart is here 
with my son,” he told the 
Associated Press. 

The senior Morante said 
that his son's wife has not 
allowed the rest of the fam- 
ily in Manila to see 
Moraine's children since 
her husband was impris- 
oned. 

“We are all very sad 
because now Bemie 's wife 
won't let my family see the 
children any more,” he 
said. 

Bailey, former public 
works chief in the Liberty 
county town of Dayton, 
Texas, moved to Saudi Ara- 
bia four years ago to work 
as an 'airport systems man- 
ager. 

""He was Morante ’s super- 
visor at King Khaled 
International Airport in 
Riyadh, where the accused 
worked as a computer oper- 
ator in the facilities and 
utilities department. 

U.S. embassy spokesman 
Samir Kouttab said Bailey 
had identified his assailant 
before he died in hospital. 
Bailey had planned to 
return to the United States 
next summer. U.S. officials 
said. The couple have 
grown children in Texas. 

U.S. diplomats have said 
the murders were not polit- 
ically motivated but due to 
a personal grudge. 

Security for the 20.000 
Americans, including 5,000 
troops, in Saudi Arabia has 
been tightened since 24 ser- 
vicemen were killed in 
bombings in November 
1995 and in June last year. 


enough of the “lies. : • ■ 

“People are tired of empty slogans and lies. Our people - 
are fed up with words not followed by action, said former. 
Culture Minister Mohammad Khatami, who is running for 

June's presidential elections. - 

Politicians “should present a tangible programme. Our -■ 
slo°ans and promises should be possible to put into prac- 
tice” he said in a meeting with members of a womenV 
group, quoted by the official IRNA news agency. .... . 

Mr Khatami, an Islamic left-winger, is one of the three , 
major presidential hopefuls. The other two are parliamen- 
tary speaker, Ali Akbar Nateq Nuri. a conservative backed 
by the ruliri" Shiite Muslim clergy, and former intelligent 
minister and a hardliner. Mohammad Mohammadi 

^President Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani will have served 
two successive four-year terms and is not allowed under the 
constitution to seek a new mandate. • 

A senior judicial adviser, Reza Zavarei. is also seeking the 
post, but his candidacy has not received much media covef- 

aS Meanwhiie. a former member of Iran’s main armed oppo-^ 
sition group, the Mujahedeen-e-Khalq returned from a 17- 
year exile on Friday to enter the presidential fray. 

Ali Farasati told AFP in a telephone conversation on Sat- 
urday that he had spent seven years in Iran and then JO 
years in France. , 

He said he had once served as a member of the Muja- 
hedeen's central council and their representative in the. 
United States. But Mr. Farasati broke with the group, which 
is hated by the Islamic regime here and outlawed, in 1991. 

“I decided to return here to prove the opposite of what is 
being said about Iran abroad and take part, if possible, in flic 
presidential election.” he said, stressing that he faced '‘no 
security problems” on arriving. 

“The Interior Ministry assured me that 1 could comeback 
here safely.” Mr. Farasati said, saying his return had been 
coordinated with the authorities through the Iranian 
embassy in Paris. 

However, the Iranian media has not announced his return. 
The Mujahedeen broke with the Islamic leadership soon 
after the 1979 Islamic revolution and launched a bloody 
campaign which left dozens of Iranian officials dead in 
early 19S0s, prompting the authorities to hit back. 

Iranian security forces have killed scores of alleged 
Mujahedeen guerrillas in clashes in the past weeks. The 
rebel group is presently based in Iraq. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Egypt hands over Jordanian to UAE 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Egypt has handed over to the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates (UAE) a Jordanian accused of embezzling 
more than 12 million dirhams ($3.26 million), officials said 
on Saturday. Ismail Ibrahim Agha was handed over to the 
UAE authorities on Friday after he was seized at Cairo air- 
port. said Ibrahim Abduj t Manan. director v of the 
international criminal cooperaufjn department at the UAE 
Interior Ministry. “We have not faced any problem in get- 
ting this man back. The Egyptian authorities were very 
quick and cooperative,” Mr. Manan told AFP. He declined 
to elaborate on Agha’s charge, but financial sources said the 
Jordanian had embezzled the sum from a UAE bank. Egypt- 
ian security men arrested Agha at Cairo airport after receiv- 
ing a request from the UAE. 


Israeli held without bail on fraud charges 


BOSTON ( AFP) — A federal court on Friday ordered an 
Israeli national accused of securities fraud held without bail 
for alleged participation in insider trading of his company's 
stock. Emanuel Pinez, who maintains residences in Israel 
Switzerland and Canada, was arrested Feb. 14 after he 
allegedly admitted to members of the board of directors 'of 
his firm that he altered inventory records and had conspired 
with some customers to conceal his scheme to defraud. 
Pinez was fired last week from Centenial Technologies, a 
manufacturer of computer cards and pans, whose stock was 
the top performer on the New York stock exchange in 1 996, . 
closing the year at $55 a share, according to the criminal 
complaint Since Jan. 1 Centennial's stock fell from to 
$16.50 per share. An investigation revealed that on Feb. 7 
Pinez actively engaged in buying and selling a large num- 
ber of the company s stock option contracts. In essence, the 
charges claim, he engaged in heavily leveraged bets that the 
price of Centennial stock would fall. 


)AN TELEVISION 

Tel. 773111-19 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


from Marka Airport) 

*>*•30 .Aqaba (RW) 


PROGRAMME TWO 
14:08 ....Canoon — Jonny Quest 
14 JO Cartoon — Problem Child 

15:00 French Programmes 

16:00 Doc. — Global Family 

16 JO .Energy Express 

1 7:00 News Flash 

17:02 Doc. — Our World. Their 
World 

17 JO ...» All Our Children 

18:00 -French Programmes 

19J0 News Headlines 

19J5 Comedy — Fresh Prince of 
Bel-Air 

20:00 Doc.— World Echo 

20J0 Babylon-5 

21:10 .Doc. — Tycoons 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 Hot Shots 

23:00 Sisters 

■ 23:59 ...................... Yes Minister? 


Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Tara Sanda Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church 
TeL 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S24328. 

German-speaking E vangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts - 

Jordan Valiev 


.02/06 

.09/16 


■-.02/09 
08/16 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 06, Aqaba 16 Humidity 
readings: Amman 99 per cent, 
Aqaba 42 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


M:15„ Fajr 

05 J2 — ............ .(Sunrise) Du ha 

11:42 JDhuhr 

15:10. ‘Asr 

: 17:52. Maghreb 

.19:10 ‘Isha 


WEATHER 


St Mary of Nazareth Church 
! Sweifieh, Tel. S 1 0740 


: Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

' St Joseph Church TeL 624590 
' Church of the Anmmi cation 


Bulletin supplied by [he Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
The Kingdom will remain today 
under the effect of the cold air 
mass and die depression affecting 
the region, thus it will be cold, 
cloudy, and rainy with a chance of 
snow falling over hilly areas 900 
metres above sea level and winds 
westerly active. In Aqaba, rainy 
weather conditions will prevail, 
winds southerly active and seas 


.AMMAN: 

Dr. Rawhi Sukfcar . — S56457 

Dr. Fadel AI Khateeb ,..,865456 
Dr. Gazi Abu Sheikha ..... 752405 
Dr. Moukbles Halaseh ....819220 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy .778336 

Al Asema pharmacy ........ 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644915 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 547632 


Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

Gvil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emer- 
gency. 199 

Rescue Fbtice 191621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police..- 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel Complaints .605800 

Price Complaints -66 1 1 76 

WKr&SeuuageCbn^dini!a~897167 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

.787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls - .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs -......-...-..-.623101 

AbdaliTel. Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680 1 00 

J. Electricity Authority —815615 

Electric Power Co 6363S 1 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


Molhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital — 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital —667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdali —.666126/37 

AJ-Ahli, Abdali -.664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreeo —.777101/3 

Al -Bashir. -.775 1 1 1/26 

Army. Maika — 891 611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital -602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital-... (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

..-.(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

102)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees . Hospital 

-402)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

103)314111 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen .Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
{03)53200-5, where it should 
always be wrified Injbrmation on 
other flights iiw be supplied on 
phone OS (52700) 


01:25 -Amsterdam. Beirut (KL) 


Royal Wings (RW) Fli gh ts 

09:20 —Aqaba l RW) 

18:55 ,T e | Avjv ("RW ) 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


Dep. Amman am. every Monday 
An: Dmfccu! — 5d00 pm e\uy Moretoy 
Dotem* — 7:30 am way Sunday 
Arc Amman 50) pm. every Sunday 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:15 -...Bombay (RJ) 

08 J5 Jeddah (RJ) 

OS JO Lamoca (RJ) 

09:15 Dhohran, Riyadh (Rj> 

09J0 -Dubai, Abu Dhabi 1 RJ ) 

10:05 Beirut fRj) 

10:15 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

16:45 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:05 Paris (ftj) 

17:45 — . — Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 


IRBID: 

Dr. Fahidjaber 

Ai Quds pharmacy 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Gazi Ta’amneh ... 
Khali feh pharmacy 


9S4549 


.250080 

985417 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre .-8 1 38 1 3/32 

KhaJidi Maiemity 6442S1/6 

Akileh Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Matemitv ...642362 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 


17:45 

1&10 - 

19-30 

.._.J_ondon (RJ) 
Athens (RJ) 

19-30 - 


19-J0 

19 J5 

Gratz (add) (RJ) 

21:45 


00:10 

Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights 
06 JO 


12:40 - 


15:00 



20:10 

Beirut (ME) 


°6:20 Beirut (RJ) 

09:00 ....Aqaba, Grace (add) (RJ) 

09:40.... - Frankfurt (RJ) 

11:00— Tunis (RJ) 

11:05 Aqaba. Vienna i RJ ) 

11:3 °- Rome (RJ) 

11 JO Amsterdam. New York i RJ ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

12:20 .Athens (RJ) 

r?!® -Cairo tR) i 

Jeddah (RJ) 

20:30 -New Delhi (RJ) 

21:00 Dubai. Abu Dhabi | RJ) 

21:15 Damascus (Rjj 

*2:10 ..-.Singapore. Jakarta (RJ) 
_ Bangkok (RJ) 


MARKFT PRiriffi 

VpperAawcr price in fils per kg. 


■Sanaa (RJ) 


Other Flights 
06 JO 


-woo - - — .uairo (MS) 

23:10 Istanbul (TK) 

23 JO London, Beirut (BA) 


London (KJi 

£2- --Beiruti ME j 

”7*35 ....Damascus. London (BAI 

16JS ---.Doha IQ7) 

2i 05 Moscow (SUi 

ip.-w, Cairo (MS) 

0^00 Amsterdam (KL) 

m Istanbul i.TKi 


Apple 

700/500 

Banana 

SSfl/550 

Banana (imported).... 

Cabbage 

Carrot .... 

..1000/900 

90/50 

J60/120 

Cauliflower. 

340/180 

Cucumber (large) ..... 
Cucumber (snull)... 
Eggpfant 

....180/120 

....280/180 

■.230/140 

Favu beans .... 

850/700 

Garlic 

1150/950 

Grape fruit 

1SQ/10G 

Lemon .... 

400/320 

Marrow (hr.vi 
Marrow isniulh 

.. 300/150 
500/300 

Onion (green) 

....180/14° 


<»■=« Aqaba (KWadepanmu 


Onion (dryi 200/130 ' - 

Orange 450/250 -J 

900/700 

^pper (hoi) JSOflUQ ..;. 

p Wr l sweet) 380/256 ' T 

J4M501 

Ra ^sh SOISOfl 

Spin^'h 350/150^ 

String beans - S50/500 ” 

Tomato „20tf!5° f- 

- • • • - -ij* 
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‘Work permits issued 
to foreigners halved’ 
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AMMAN (J.TJ — In 1996, 
work permits issued to ncm- 
Jordanian workers amount- 
ed to less than half of those 
issued in 1995, according 
to the Ministry of Labour. 

Minister Abdul Hafez 
Shakhanbeh Saturday 
announced that the ministry 
issued 42,976 work permits 
to non-Jordanian workers 
last year, down from 
94 ,333 in 1995. thus strictly 
complying with measures 
announced by the Cabinet 
last. year to cut the number 
of guest workers in Jordan. 

In a statement carried by 
the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra. Dr. Shakhanbeh said 
that a 1996 government 
order closed 16 different 
occupations to non-Jorda- 
nians. 

The Kingdom is also 
implementing a labour- 
related agreement conclud- 
ed last year with the Cairo 
government which stipu- 
lates that Egyptian workers 


acquire work permits 

through the Jordanian 

embassy in Cairo before 
they are allowed entry to 
the Kingdom. 

In a recent interview with 
the Jordan Tunes, Dr. 
Shakhanbeh maintained 
that over 280,000 Egyp- 
tians are working in Jordan; 
the majority, he added, are 
residing in the country ille- 
gally. 

Dr. Shakhanbeh stated 
that the Ministry of Labour 
has issued a three-month 
grace period during which 
Egyptian workers can 
arrange for legal guest 
worker status. Following 
the end of the April dead- 
line, all workers found in 
violation of these regula- 
tions will be deported and 
the ministry will take legal 
action against employers 
who violate the labour 
rules. 


Islamists attempt to 
create JMA coalition 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Islamist members of the Jordan Medical 
Association (JMA) general assembly are conducting nego- 
tiations with Baathists and Nasserites to create a coalition 
headed by an Islamist to run for the JMA council and pres- 
idency elections scheduled to take place in April. 

The Islamic movement, which has virtually controlled 
the association for the past six years when former Islamist 
Dr. Ishaq Maraqa became the first Islamist to win the pres- 
idency for two terms, has managed, according to analysts, 
to infiltrate the ranks of other popular competing forces. 

JJaatbisis and Nasserites could, with the support of left- 
i^tsand Arab nationalists, form the only strong competing 
coalition against the Islamists in the syndicate. 

“Islamist negotiations are facilitated by the lack of a uni- 
fied stand between leftists, Baathists and former Baath 
activists,” one analyst said. 

Heading the possible coalition. Islamists have agreed on 
Dr. Basem Dajjani, incumbent president of the JMA and 
member of the Islamic Action Front (IAF), as their candi- 
date for his second two-year term in the presidential elec- 
tions/-' 

. . **E|r.’ ''Ddjjdiu. who h£s riot ‘yet been formally nominated, 
cohhnned to the Jortiiin 1 Times that he was, indeed, run- 
ning. He also affirmed that negotiations are currently tak- 
ing place between the Islamists and Baathists on the one 
hand and Islamists and Nasserites on the other. 

“A coalition is being cooked,” Dr. Dajjani said, stressing 
that “"lists will only be formed at the last minute.” 

To oppose such a coalition, a grouping representing left- 
ists, Arab nationalists, centrists, Fateh la faction of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation) and independent doc- 
tors is forming. 

The grouping, which names itself “The Professional 
List” (PL), is headed by Dr. Mohammed Oran, secretary 
general of the Arab Land Party, who said that the list is 
more professional than political. 

Dr. Oran, who is also running for the presidency, 
explained to the Jordan Times that in the list “no one polit- 
ical movement overshadows the rest” 

Although he declined to name the doctors who will be 
running on the list. Dr. Oran, stressed that the list will 
include different political affiliations as well as indepen- 
dent doctors and will be formed today with two avowed 
purposes; the first is to join all the different national move- 
ments which have been fragmented in the past and the sec- 
ond is to “change and reform.” 

Reports of financial corruption at the JMA were pub- 
lished last year, when one member of the JMA council, the 
first doctor to speak openly about the issue, resigned, cit- 
ing corruption as her main reason for doing so. 

The prosecutor general and a committee formed by the 
JMA are currently investigating the issue. Their first find- 
ings, which were announced by Dr. Dajjani in January, 
showed that while no doctors were involved in embezzle- 
ment, certain amounts had indeed been embezzled. 

Last August, the government appointed a committee to 
investigate the case and it blamed inefficient financial 
management, failure to abide by accounting rules, corrup- 
tion and abuse of funds for the large loss incurred by the 
JMA pension fond. 

Nominations opened last Thursday and will close in 
early March. 


Mayor of Zarqa 
released on bail 


Kabariti calls for joint efforts to 

i 

remedy unemployment 


By Kw Hmseini 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — Zarqa Mayor 
• Mustafa Fayad, ordered 
detained on Wednesday on 
charges of slandering Par- 
liament members, was Sat- 
urday released on bail, judi- 
cial sources said. 

Dr. Fayad, who is curnent- 
Ty undergoing treatment at 
the Zarqa Government 
Hospital, was ordered 
detained for 15 days by the 
Zarqa prosecutor, after 
allegedly slandering Parlia- 
ment deputies last week in 
an interview with a weekly 
newspaper. 

"Zarqa Prosecutor Azzam 
Obeidat officially accepted 
a third request to release 
Dr. Fayad on bail,” Zarqa 
Deputy Fayad Jarar said. 

He told the Jordan Tunes 
Samrday that he personally 
volunteered to secure Dr. 
Fayad 's bail. 

Dr. Fayad was admitted 
to the hospital on Thursday, 
suffering from high blood 
pressure. 

“I informed Dr. Fayad of 
my decision and he accept- 
ed, however he did express 
anger over his detention in 
Beirin prison,” Deputy 
Jarar said. 

Dr. Fayad was inter- 
viewed, alongside his pre- 
decessor Yasser Omari in 
the Islamist weekly Ai 
SabeeL and quoted as say- 
ing “three-fourths of the 
deputies are liars,” and “I 
do not like the whole Par- 
liament and that is my opin- 
ion.” 

But according to Deputy 
Jarar, Dr. Fayad's words 
were misinterpreted in the 
interview. 

“He informed me that his 
intention was not to slander 
the deputies, but rather that 


what he meant was that all 
deputies make mistakes 
and only make promises,” 
the deputy said. 

In an interview with A] 
Ra’i Arabic daily. Dr. 
Fayad denied the state- 
ments attributed to him. 

"What I actually said in 
the interview was that 
three-fourths of the 
deputies in the world are 
liars.” he said. 

Dr. Fayad’s comments in 
the interview, which cov- 
ered the municipalities’ 
performances during his 
and Mr. Omari’s adminis- 
trations, came in response 
to accusations made by 
Islamist Deputy Bassam 
Emoush (Zarqa) againsr Dr. 
Fayad in two parliamentary 
sessions. 

Deputy Emoush charged 
that the Zarqa Municipality 
had been extorting money 
from citizens and that Dr. 
Fayad had bribed a reporter 
by giving him a kiosk in 
return for news coverage. 

Some members of the 
Zarqa Municipal Council 
threatened to resign Friday 
if the mayor was not 
released on bail. 

According to the judicial 
source. Dr. Fayad is expect- 
ed to appear at the Court of 
First Instance within the 
next few weeks^ 

In other developments in 
the case, Ajl'Sabeel Director 
General Saoud Abu Mah- 
fouz, and Editorial Advisor 
Hilmi Asmar are expected 
to be questioned by Prose- 
cutor Obeidat in regards to 
the interview, he said. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti . Saturday stated 
that the government is 
aware of problems facing 
the agricultural sector but 
stressed that the govern- 
ment cannot independently 
proffer solutions. 

During a Senate session, 
the prime minister urged 
the private sector to join 
the government in address- 
ing these issues and stated 
that, in order to- cut down 
on unemployment, public 
and private sectors ought to 
jointly encourage citizens 
to return to work on the 
land and in trades. 

“There are Jordanians 
who desire to work in agri- 
culture but lack incentives 
and we need to create 
incentives so that farm and 
landowners employ them.” 
the prime minister said. 
“Various sectors in Jordan 


face challenges bui the 
government cannot discov- 
er every solution on its 
own.” 

Mr. Kabariti also cited 
the marketing of Jordanian 
products abroad as one of 
the main issues facing the 
Kingdom. 

Solutions to these prob- 
lems require a comprehen- 
sive vision and encourag- 
ing people to return to the 
land and work in trades 
instead of waiting for an 
office job, he said. 

The prime minister also 
maintained a need for the 
country to place controls 
on work permits issued to 
foreigners. 

He stated that the Min- 
istry’ of Labour recently 
discovered that non-Jorda- 
nians with agricultural 
work permits have been 
found to be working in 
other sectors. 


The senators debated a 
proposal, forwarded by 
Minister of Labour Abdul 
Hafez Shakhanbeh. regard- 
ing an extra charge on non- 
Jordanians employed as 
gardeners and maids. 

The minister suggested 
that a JD25 per annum 
charge be imposed as a 
work permit fee for non- 
Jordanian Arabs employed 
in the agricultural sector. 

The current fee stands at 
JD 10. 

In presenting his propos- 
al. Dr. Shakhanbeh main- 
tained that there are over 
120.000 unemployed citi- 
zens in the Kingdom while 
there are 350,000 foreign- 
ers employed. 

Therefore, he stated, it is 
incumbent to raise fees on 
non-Jordanian Arabs on the 
path of gradually replacing 
guest workers with Jordan- 
ian job-seekers. 


Dr. Shakhanbeh 

described the proposal as 
pan of a programme for 
addressing unemployment 
in the country, while con- 
trolling the local labour 
marker. 

The Senate reaffirmed its 
position in regards to a 
draft law on civil courts. 
Contrary to the views 
expressed by the Lower 
House of Parliament, the 
Senate opposes a move by 
the Council of Ministers to 
set court fees. 

It also endorsed three 
draft amendments to cur- 
rent labour laws, the Stare 
Security Court and elec- 
tions its by the Lower 
House, 

The Senate endorsed a 
draft law regarding the 
Royal Institution for Chan- 
ty and Development and a 
draft law on the Balqa 
Applied University. 


Kingdom affected by heavy rains, some snowfall 


AMMAN (J.T.) — 

Heavy rain and strong 
winds swept Jordan and 
other parts of the Eastern 
Mediterranean region 
Saturday, while local 
officials in Ajloun and 
other northern districts 
reported disturbances of 
main roads and tele- 
phone lines. 

The Department of 
Meteorology maintained 
that a low depression 
centred over Cyprus will 
continue to effect the 
Kingdom with increased 
rain, hail and snow 
expected in different 
parts of the country 
through Monday. 

The cold weather is 
expected to diminish by- 
Tuesday morning, it 


said. 

A department official 
told the Jordan Times 
that winds accompany- 
ing the downpour, 
ranged from 80 to 100 
kilometres per hour and 
that the storm will con- 
tinue Sunday with tem- 
peratures rising to a 
maximum of six degrees 
during the day and drop- 
ping to around three at 
night. 

In some parts of the 
Kingdom, snow reached 
30 centimetres, mainly 
concentrated in northern 
Ajloun, the official said. 

A light snowfall will be 
falling on highlands over 
1,000 metres above sea 
level, he said. 

Ajloun Governor 


Court ratifies woman’s death sentence 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Court of 
Cassation returned the 
case of a man and a 
woman, accused of mur- 
der, to the Criminal Court, 
ratifying only the death 
sentence passed against 
the woman, judicial 
sources said. 

Raya Musa, 35, and 
Hassan Faleh, 45, were 
sentenced to death by the 
Criminal Court in Novem- 
ber after being found 
guilty of poisoning Ms. 
Musa's husband Ahmad 
Mohammad Mire’eh on 
Jan. 3, 1996. 

According to court doc- 
uments, the two defen- 
dants, who both worked in 
the Deir Ala’ a Health 
Centre, had been engaged 
in an extra-marital affair 
since the beginning of 
1995. 

Four months prior to the 
murder, the court docu- 
ments said, Mr. Faleh, a 
father of four, asked Ms. 
Musa, a mother of nine, to 
divorce her husband and 
marry him. 

Knowing that her hus- 
band would not accept a 
divorce, the two decided 
to kill him, the court said. 


The two divided their 
roles with Mr. Faleh pur- 
chasing rat poison while 
Ms. Musa purchased 
sleeping pills, the court 
said. 

The night of the murder, 
transcripts said, jointly 
with the rat poison, Ms. 
Musa dissolved three 
sleeping pills in a cup of 
tea and served it to her 
husband, “while Mr. Faleh 
waited outside the house.” 

In its ruling last week, 
the Court of Cassation 
asked the Criminal Court 
to retry Mr. Faleh as “he 
did not actually poison 
Mr. Mire’eh, but was 
merely waiting for the 
results.” 

Ms. Musa’s case will be 
transferred to the Chief 
Attorney General, the 
Ministry of Justice, the 
prime minister and finally 
His Majesty King Hussein 
for endorsement of the 
verdict 

Last year 23 people, 
including five women, 
were sentenced to death in 
the Kingdom. Ten people 
were executed in the same 
year for various crimes. 

In the past five years, 
according to judicial 
sources, two women have 
been executed in Jordan. 


Meanwhile, the Crimi- 
nal Court Sunday sen- 
tenced two men to a 15- 
year prison sentence with 
temporary hard labour 
after they were declared 
guilty of killing a 38-year 
old man in Jabal Jofeh. 

Ziad Mohammad 
Rashid, 32, and Akram 
Hammed, 25, were found 
guilty of killing Hassan 
Ali Mohammad Aqeel on 
May 9, 1996. 

According to the charge 
sheet the victim had had 
an affair with Mr. 
Hammed’s wife lamileh 
Ahmad in the beginning 
of January and four 
months later he divorced 
her. 

On the evening of the 
incident the court said, 
the two defendants were 
riding together in Mr. 
Rashid’s car and saw Ms. 
Ahmad riding with Mr. 
Aqeel in his pick-up truck 
in Jabal Jofeh and blocked 
the latter’s vehicle with 
their car. 

The two defendants’ 
descended from their car 
each carrying a switch 
blade and approached the 
victim as he descended 
from his car. 

“Mr. Aqeel, who was 
stabbed once in the chest 


and head by one of the 
defendants, started run- 
ning away,” the court said. 

The two defendants fol- 
lowed him “to make sure 
that he died, returned to 
their car and fled the 
scene.” according to the 
court. 

The two men each 
pleaded not guilty in court 
last year and upon testify- 
ing in July, each claimed 
that the other committed 
the actual stabbing. 

“Since the two were car- 
rying switch blades and 
they both ran after the vic- 
tim to make sure of his 
death, the court consid- 
ered that both of them 
intended to kill Mr. 
Aqeel,” the court stated- 

The court tribunal com- 
prised of Justices Abdul 
Ruhman Tawfiq, Mifleh 
Mubeidin and Ismael 
Hmouz, also amended 
charges of premeditation 
to those of manslaughter. 

“It was clear to the court 
that die two did not plot to 
lull Mr. Aqeel as the pros- 
ecution charged, but rather 
killed him when they saw 
him in his pick-up truck,” 
the court said. 

Both verdicts will be 
reviewed by a higher court 
within 30 days. 
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What’s Going On 


CONCERT 

*“Scin dilating Sounds of Opera” with the participation of Barbara Prust and Lexi Had- 
HaHfn (soprani) accompanied by Mohammad Sidiq (piano) at the Royal Cultural Centre 
at8:00p.ro. 

LECTURE AND PERFORMANCE 

I _ . " ■ - 

* Lecture and performance by French artist FrancoiseJLeGolvan at the French Cul- 

niral Centre at 8:30 p.m. L 

EXHIBITIONS 

l * .Works by artists Chao Song-Yun, Li Chi-Mao, and Shen Cheen at the Jordan Narion- 

-al Gallery of Fine Art, until Feb. 25. ' . . , , 

* Works bv artist Amanda Sbehadeb at the French CulruralCemre, until March 6. 
♦Display of Jordan River Designs Products,. Jabal Amman (TeL 613081/2) until Feb. 

/♦Art exhibition by Naziha Salim ai Orient Gallery, Isam Ajlouru St, Shmeisani, until 
Feb 28 

* Bsmi Hamida exhibition/sale of handicrafts (nigs. t^ons.iumers.andwaU-hang- 

ings, Jabal Amman (Tel. 65 8696f7), until Feb. 28. ' ' ^ -r, ■ .. 

♦Works by contemporary Arab artists entitled The New Collection at -Darat -AI 

Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, (Tel. 643251/2), until Feb. 27. 


Investment meeting to convene in Italy 


AMMAN (Petra) — In a 
bid to attract Italian 
investments to Jordan, a 
meeting has been sched- 
uled to convene in the 
Italian city of Milan on 
Feb. 27, organised by 
the Embassy of Jordan 
in Rome, the Italian 
Foreign Trade Ministry 
and the Italian Chamber 
of Commerce. 

Dr. Mazen Maiji from 
the Investment-Promo- 
tion Corporation 

announced the event 
Wednesday, explaining 
that the seminar aims to 
describe investment 
opportunities and cli- 
mate in Jordan and to 
present information 
about economic devel- 
opment in Jordan as 
well as projected indus- 
trial schemes. 

A large number of 
both Jordanian and Ital- 


ian businesspersons and 
economists are expected 
to attend the two-day 
meeting, also designed 
to promote cooperation 
between Italy and Jor- 
dan in economic and 
trade fields, he noted. 

Dr. Maiji described 
the Milan event as the 
first comprehensive Jor- 
danian investment and 
economic seminar of its 
kind to be held in Italy. 

He stated that a report 
reviewing all investor 
incentives and Jordan- 
ian laws facilitating 
investments will be 
studied by the partici- 
pants. 

Included in the event 
will be a series of meet- 
ings between Jordanian 
and Italian entrepre- 
neurs who are also slat- 
ed to visit Italian facto- 
ries and business cen- 


tres. 

Last week, the Amman 
Chamber of Industry 
discussed how Jordan 
might better attract 
Japanese investors to 
the Kingdom. 

Several Japanese 
experts addressed the 
meeting citing examples 
of successful Japanese 
investments in South 
East Asian countries. 

The meeting, organ- 
ised by the Investment- 
Promotion Corporation, 
heard board member Dr. 
Zaki Ayoubi outline 
measures and legisla- 
tion intended to encour- 
age investments in the 
Kingdom. 

He said the meeting 
was a follow-up to a 
Jordanian economic 
week held in Japan last 
year. 


Abdullah Hisban said 
that road clearing equip- 
ment, provided by the 
Civil Defence Depart- 
ment, the Ministry of 
Public Works and the 
Jordanian Armed Forces 
were at work re-opening 
the main roads linking 
city of Ajloun with the 
rest of the govemorate. 

He further stated that 
teams of workers were 
busy restoring electricity 
and* telephone lines in 
Ajloun but noted that 
until Saturday evening 
most of the secondary 
roads remained closed. " 

Jerash Governor 
Khamis Abu Salim con- 
firmed that some of the 
main roads in his gover- 
norate were blocked by 


snow and that he was 
supervising the work of 
teams through a central 
operations room. 

In Salt, at least one 
school located in the dis- 
trict of Salalcm was 
ordered closed as the 
schoul yard and other 
facilities were inundated 
by at least 30 centime- 
tres of water. 

Tafileh Governor 
Nayof Nejudat requested 
that residents living in 
low areas and wadis 
move to safer ground, 
stating that these areas 
will be flooded with 
melting snow from the 
surrounding mountains. 


ARA welcomes university 

AQABA (Petra) — Aqaba Region Authority t ARA I Pres- 
ident Fayez Khasawneh Saturday welcomed the establish- 
ment of an American university in the Aqaba govemorate. 
affirming that the ARA has assigned a suitable site upon 
which to build the university. Dr. Khasawneh stated that the 
construction of such a university in Aqaba will enhance the 
development of the region and provide an opportunity for 
Jordanians to study at the non-profit private university. 

Spanish delegation visits RSS 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Spanish parliamentary delegation 
headed by Miguel Martinez met with Royal Scientific 
Society (RSS) Vice President Said Allcmsh who briefed 
them on its establishment as well as objectives and duties. 
The delegation and Dr. Alloush discussed cooperation 
between the RSS and the European scientific research insti- 
tutions. 


OBITUARY 

The Halasa family in Jordan announces with 
great sorrow the passing of 

Laila Jamil Wahbeh 

wife of Doctor Adnan Hanna Halasa 

who died on Feb. 21, 1997. Prayers will be 
held at the Greek Orthodox Church, Sweifieh 
today (Sunday) at 2 p.m. 

The remains of Mrs. Halasa will be flown to 
Beirut Monday morning for burial in her 
hometown, Jdaidet Marjayoun, Lebanon. 

Condolences for women in the morning and 
men in the evening at the home of the late 
Mrs. Halasa in Jabal Amman, near the Guest 
Palace on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 
Feb. 26, 27, 28. 

TeL : 00962 (6) - 662076 

Fax.: 00962 (6) - 646464 

cables: Dr. Adnan Halasa, Jabal Amman. 

near the Guest Palace. 


The editor and staff of the Jordan Times 
offer their sincere condolences over the 
passing of 

Laila Adnan Halasa 

mother of their dear friend and former 
colleague Serene Halasa 
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Zaire rebel chief says 
attack delayed for talks 


BUKAVU. Zaire (R) — 
Zaire rebel leader Laurent 
Kabila said rebels delayed 
their offensive as a sign of 
goodwill during talks in 
South Africa but he would 
only negotiate on the issue 
of President Mobutu Sese 
Seko relinquishing power. 

Mr. Kabila told Reuters in 
the eastern Zairean city of 
Bukavu Friday night a 
ceasefire was not yet an 
issue in talks and if there 
was no progress rebels 
would fight on to force Kin- 
shasa to negotiate. 

“We have temporarily 
stopped our intention of 
launching our counter-of- 
fensive during this time of 
negotiations (in South Af- 
rica) as a sign of goodwill," 
Mr. Kabila said. “We’re 
willing to sustain this good- 
will for a few days. 

“But if there is no advance 
on this question of negotia- 
tions we will be forced to 
launch our offensive... It's 
very important for us to 
push those people (Zaire) to 
the negotiating table." 

Asked with whom he 
would be willing to negoti- 
ate from the Zairean gov- 
ernment side, the rebel chief 
said: “Anyone who has in 
their hands the power to 
make important decisions. 
For us the only issue to be 
negotiated is the stepping 
down of Mobutu. " 

Mr. Kabila said the talks 


in Cape Town were at “pre- 
liminary stages." 

Asked whether they were 
bound to fail because both 
sides had already ruled out 
the other's demands, Mr. 
Kabila said the main prob- 
lem was those in power in 
Zaire had no political agen- 
da. 

‘The bottom line is they 
must relinquish power — 
either through negotiation 
or by being defeated mili- 
tarily. The choice is theirs,” 
he said. 

“At this point a ceasefire 
is not an issue of negotia- 
tions. They continue to lose 
territory. This is why they 
might want a ceasefire. No- 
thing can help them. The in- 
ternational community will 
ultimately not come to their 
rescue." Mr. Kabila added. 

“Everyone must acknowl- 
edge what Mr. Mobutu has 
done to this country... It’s 
not the right of the interna- 
tional community to support 
in any way a government 
which has been imposed on 
its people, unelected, for 31 
years." 

Mr. Kabila, whose forces 
have seized a stretch of eas- 
tern Zaire more than 1.000 
kilometres long since Octo- 
ber, said rebels were during 
the talks concentrating on 
consolidating their territory. 

But he said his forces cap- 
tured Poke town in the nor- 
theast last Sunday and were 


encountering the strongest 
resistance from mercenaries 
— French, Serbs and former 
Rwandan Hutu troops and 
militiamen. 

Zaire said Friday its army 
would not relent in an offen- 
sive to retake territory from 
rebels, despite tentative 
moves towards negotiations 
with the insurgents. 

“The army is determined 
to pursue the war until final 
victory,” Defence Minister 
Likulia Bolongo said in a 
statement 

“The Zaire Armed Forces 
who received orders to fight 
and recover captured terri- 
tories and pacify the coun- 
try have up to today re- 
ceived no counter-orders to 
stop fighting," he said. 

The United States con- 
firmed Friday South Africa 
was leading proximity talks 
in a search for peace in 
Zaire. South African offi- 
cials remained silent about 
progress towards a face-to- 
face meeting in Cape Town 
between Zaire government 
and rebel representatives. 

Zaire long ruled out talks 
with Tutsi- led rebels it 
accuses of waging a proxy 
war in its eastern provinces 
for the neighbouring states 
of Rwanda, Uganda and Bu- 
rundi. All three deny in- 
volvement in the war. which 
started in October. 

Ailing President Mobutu 
sent a trusted envoy to 


South Africa this week for 
talks but the emissary de- 
nied Thursday that any mee- 
ting was planned with re- 
bels. 

General Likulia acknowl- 
edged his ministry took part 
in Wednesday’s exploratory 
talks in Kinshasa during a 
visit of four African minis- 
ters but added: 

“Negotiations are a politi- 
cal move and should not 
amount to recapitulation," 
he said. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Mobutu 
arrived at his French Ri- 
viera holiday mansion Fri- 
day. 

French officials said Mr. 
Mobutu’s private plane 
touched down at Nice Air- 
port at seven p.m. (1800 
GMT) from Gbadolite, his 
home town in Zaire. He was 
expected to stay in France 
for four days. 

Mr. Mobutu, who was 
underwent surgery for pros- 
tate cancer in Switzerland in 
August and convalesced at 
his French residence, re- 
turned to France for three 
weeks last month for med- 
ical tests. 

It was not known if he 
would meet French officials 
or other envoys at his coas- 
tal mansion in Roquebrune 
Cap-Martin as he did during 
previous stays when several 
African leaders consulted 
about the crisis in Zaire. 


GIA claims responsibility for 
recent Algeria massacres 


PARIS (AFP) — Algeria's 
extremist Armed Islamic 
Group (GIA) has claimed 
responsibility for two recent 
massacres in villages south 
of Algiers and for a bloody 
attack on a military installa- 
tion near the Algerian capi- 
tal. the AI Hayat daily re- 
ported Saturday. 

According to the newspa- 
per. which is distributed in 
several Western and Arab 
capitals, the GIA issued a 
statement claiming to have 
been behind the slaughter 
earlier this month of more 
than 50 people in two sepa- 
rate attacks on villages. 

The authenticity of the 
statement has not been veri- 
fied. 

According to the daily, the 
document stated that the 
GIA was responsible for an 
attack last Monday on the 
village of Kerrach near the 
town of Blida. 50 kilome- 
tres south of Algiers. 

A group of 30 to 50 men 
armed with guns, axes and 
swords look families out of 
their homes and decapitated 
some, the witnesses added. 
Survivors said that 24 wo- 
men, six men and a child 
were killed. The GIA state- 
ment said 41 people had 
been killed. 

The statement also 
claimed responsibility for 
an unreported attack on a 
second village some 30 ki- 
lometres south of Algiers on 
February 10 in which 25 
people were killed. 


The GIA also purported to 
be behind an attack the 
same day on an army instal- 
lation at nearby Bougara in 
which it said 12 soldiers and 
eight members of a self-de- 
fence unit had been killed. 

Al Hayat quoted a GIA 
turncoat as saying the 
slaughter was part of a 
bloody score-settling battle 
between the GIA and self- 
defence units, which have 
been set up to protect vil- 
lages from attacks by the 
Islamic fundamentalist 
group. 

The informant said that 
GIA leader An tar Zouabri 
had vowed to get even with 
the vigilantes after some of 
them massacred his family. 

He added that he had 
turned him in because Mr. 
Zouabri had ordered his 
men to massacre the fami- 
lies of his own followers 
deemed “suspect." One man 
who refused to carry out the 
order was killed on the spot 
in front of his family, the 
turncoat said. 

“Some armed Islamists, 
hearing of the massacre of 
their own families, have 
gone to take revenge on the 
families of other armed 
Islamists," he told AI Hayat. 

Meanwhile, the battle for 
the ballots of Algeria's vio- 
lence-weary voters began in 
earnest Friday with the cre- 
ation of a new political 
parry designed to support 
President Liamine Zeroual. 

Interim parliamentary 


Speaker Abdelkader Bensa- 
lah announced the forma- 
tion of the National Democ- 
ratic Rally three months be- 
fore general elections in 
.Algeria. 

Mr. Bensalah. 56, a for- 
mer diplomat, said the party 
would draw its support from 
the UGTA trade union fed- 
eration, and organisations 
of women's, peasants" and 
independence war veterans' 
groups which support Mr. 
Zeroual. 

It was to have been led by 
late UGTA leader Abdelhak 
Benhamouda. but he was 
gunned down in late Jan- 
uary in an attack purported- 
ly claimed by the Islamic 
Front of the Armed Jihad. 

The first round of the 
elections is due to be held 
on May 29 or June 5. and 
Mr. Zeroual has promised 
that they will take place in a 
climate of security once 
Islamic radical groups are 
“exterminated.'' 

Earlier this week, the in- 
terim parliament — known 
as the National Transition 
Council — adopted new 
electoral laws replacing the 
old majority voting system 
with proportional represen- 
tation. 

It also toughened up the 
laws on political parties, 
banning creation of parties 
along religious or racial 
lines. The move was aimed 
at easing the threat of 
Islamic fundamentalist par- 
ties. 


Chinese ambassador urges 
deeper U.S. ties with Beijing 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
China's ambassador called 
on the United States Friday 
to seize what he termed a 
historic opportunity to work 
more closely together for 
the good of world peace. 

Citing a series of high-le- 
vel U.S. visits to Beijing, 
beginning Monday with 
Secretary of State Made- 
leine Albright. Ambassador 
Li Daoyu said: “We believe 
it is time both China and the 
United Stales increase dia- 
logue and enlarge coopera- 
tion.” 

“It is time both countries 
meet the challenge of histo- 
ry and work to bring a sta- 
ble. healthy Sino-U.S. rela- 
tionship into the 21st centu- 
ry."" he told a symposium 
marking the 25th anniver- 
sary of the Shanghai Com- 
munique that set the stage 
for normal diplomatic ties 
in 1979. 

The ambassador referred 
to the scheduled visit late 


next month of Vice Presi- 
dent Al Gore, which is de- 
signed to pave the way for 
an exchange of visits bet- 
ween President Bill Clinton 
and Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin in the next two 
years. 

However, Mr. Gore's office 
said Friday that no date had 
been set for his visit. 

The ambassador quoted 
the late Chinese leader 
Deng Xiaoping, who died 
Wednesday, as having at- 
tached great importance to 
developing Sino-U.S. ties in 
the interest of world peace. 

“Of course, we still have 
differences, as we did 25 
years ago.’" he said. The 
future of Taiwan, which 
Beijing considers a rene- 
gade province, is the “most 
important and sensitive” 
point of contention, the am- 
bassador said. 

'To properly handle the 
Taiwan issue holds the key 
to a stable Sino-U.S, rela- 


tionship." he said. He said 
the issue should be dealt 
with according to principles 
laid out in the Shanghai 
Communique, in which 
Beijing and Washingmon 
agreed on a “one China" 
policy with respect to Tai- 
wan, and two companion 
joint communiques. 

“Only when these princi- 
ples are observed ...can we 
avoid the interference of the 
Taiwan issue with China- 
U.S. relations and ensure a 
stable bilateral relation- 
ship." Li Daoyu added at 
the symposium. It was 
sponsored by the U.S.-Chi- 
na Policy Foundation, a pri- 
vate grouping that includes 
many old U.S. China hands. 

U.S. ties with China went 
into a tailspin from which 
they only emerged late last 
year after Mr. Clinton let 
President Lee Teng-Hui of 
Taiwan enter the United 
States to attend a college 
reunion in June 1995. 


Burundian 

army 

reportedly 
kills over 
150 civilians 

BUJUMBURA (R) — Fo- 
reign aid workers said Fri- 
day troops killed more than 
150 civilians in southwest- 
ern Burundi in reprisals 
after rebel attacks, but the 
army denied the charge. 

“Armed bands (rebels) 
attacked in the three com- 
munes overnight on Mon- 
day. They killed 13 people, 
but the army didn’t kill 
anybody,” said army 
spokesman lleutenant-Co- 
lonel Isaie Nibizi. 

The aid workers, who 
declined to be identified, 
said troops killed more 
than 100 people at Mugara 
and 51 people including 
women and children on the 
hills near Maramvya in Bu- 
rambi commune Monday. 

A Defence Ministry 
spokesman said Tuesday 
that 50 gunmen killed the 
13 and destroyed a health 
centre in Mugara, six kilo- 
metres east of Lake Tanga- 
nyika bordering on Zaire, 
when most of its male resi- 
dents were out on a night 
security patrol. 

The Tutsi-dominated ar- 
ray, which seized power in 
July last year, is fighting a 
vicious war against Hutu 
rebels. Both sides are fre- 
quently accused by human 
rights groups of mas- 
sacring civilians. 

"The rebels attacked at 
three places. They attacked 
a camp of displaced people 
at Muramvya at Burambi 
commune and killed three 
displaced people and the 
army reacted by killing 51 
people including women 
and children,” said one of 
the aid workers. 

“At Mugara in Rumonge 
commune the rebels killed 
12 people including a Pro- 
testant pastor and the army 
reacted by killing more 
than 100 people on the 
hills." the aid worker ad- 
ded. 

Aid workers said more 
civilians were killed at Mu- 
buga in fighting between 
troops and rebels but had 
no exact figures. 

Dozens of wounded civil- 
ians were treated Friday at 
a hospital in central Bu- 
jumbura, about 180 kilo- 
metres north of the sites of 
the killings. 

More than 150.000 peo- 
ple — mainly civilians — 
have been killed in Burundi 
since October 1993 when 
soldiers murdered the 
country's first elected Hutu 
president in an attempted 
coup. 



President Boris Yeltsin (left) is all smiles as be shakes hands with U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright in his Kremlin office Friday. Mrs. Albright said after the 
talks that the Russian President was ‘in charge' and actively engaged in discussions 
on NATO enlargement (Reuter photo) 

Albright ends Europe tour; 
NATO wrangling continues 


MOSCOW (R) — U.S. Sec- 
retary of State Madeleine 
Albright left for Asia after a 
week-long European tour 
that added momentum to 
NATO’s plans to expand 
eastward despite Russia's 
stubborn resistance. 

Mrs. Albright said she 
made important progrcvss in 
breaking down Russia's 
hostility to former Soviet- 
bloc states in Eastern 
Europe joining NATO. 

But she acknowledged 
that, after a hectic week of 
talks in Rome. Bonn. Paris. 
Brussels, London and Mos- 
cow. that there was no 
breakthrough. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov, who is 
due to meet NATO Secre- 
tary-General Javier Solana 
in Brussels Sunday, repeat- 
ed Moscow's opposition but 
said he wanted to “minimise 
complications” if NATO's 
plan went ahead. 

Mrs. Albright said it was 
far from certain that a deal 
could be reached before a 
NATO summit in Madrid in 
July to decide which e.\- 
Communist states to bring 
in as new members. Poland 
Hungary and the Czech 
Republic are favourites for 
early entry. 

But her meeting with 
President Boris Yeltsin may 
have succeeded, at least 
insofar as it kept negotia- 
tions going after weeks of 
increasingly angry words 
from Moscow. 

“She brought proposals 
which may not be signifi- 
cant on their own or change 
the nature of relations, but 
the West has shown it is try- 
ing to accommodate Rus- 
sia’s concerns,” said Andrei 
Kortunov of the Russian 
Science Foundation think 
tank. “Both sides have 
shown they want to keep the 
door open to further negoti- 


ations.” 

There was. nonetheless, a 
breath of cold war diploma- 
cy about Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin’s visit 
Friday to Russia’s Nuclear 
Missile Command Centre. 

He declared that Russia’s 
atomic arsenal was in good 
working order and he 
warned that it would be 
“shortsighted" of European 
defence planners to ignore 
this. 

Mrs. Albright, trying to 
counter fears among Rus- 
sians that accepting NATO 
expansion would be a sign 
of weakness by the Krem- 
lin. said: “We are no longer 
in a situation of you versus 
us. We are all on the same 
side.” 

She also said that Mr. 
Yeltsin, 66, now. recovering 
from the pneumonia that 
laid him low after last No- 
vember’s heart operation, 
seemed to be “very much in 
charge.” 

She gave Mr. Yeltsin a let- 
ter from President Bill 
Clinton, who is due to meet 
him in Helsinki on March 
20-21. covering NATO ex- 
pansion and other European 
security questions. 

White House spokesman 
Mike McCurry said: 
“There’s a lot of hard work 
left. .Part of that hard work 
is reflected in the corre- 
spondence the president 
exchanged with President 
Yeltsin.” 

Mrs. Albright and her 
NATO allies considered va- 
rious proposals during the 
week which could go some 
way to meeting Russia’s 
concerns. 

They included reducing 
conventional weapons in 
Europe by modifying a 
1990 treaty limiting the 
numbers of such arms and 
where they can be placed. 
This proposal addressed 


Russian fears of a NATO 
weapons build-up on its 
borders. 

Mrs. Albright also sug- 
gested creating a joint 
NATO-Russian brigade, 
mainly for peacekeeping 
purposes, to show goodwill, 
though the Kremlin said it 
was ' unimpressed by the 
idea. 

Meanwhile, former Krem- 
lin security tsar Alexander 
Lebed questioned Friday 
the point of a joint NATO- 
Russian brigade as pro- 
posed by Mrs. Albright. 

The West was so worried 
about trying to calm Rus- 
sian fears about NATO's 
eastward expansion that it 
sometimes lost common 
sense, he said during a visit 
to Geneva. 

“What are the objectives 
to be pursued by this mili-J 
rary unit? Who will this; 
brigade fight against?” Gen. 
Lebed asked, adding “this 
brigade is like a piano in the 
bushes." 

Gen. Lebed, a strong pres- 
idential contender if ill 
health forces Mr. Yeltsin 
from office, said Russia and 
NATO had nothing to fear 
from each other any more 
and they needed new part- 
nership ties. 

He said NATO wanted 
closer ties with Russia be- 
cause it saw Moscow as in- 
dispensable for Europe's 
security, but he questioned 
the need for such a powerful 
military alliance in the post- 
cold war era. 

“NATO is a powerful 
organisation but this power- 
ful military machine is not 
needed any more. Russia is 
not an enemy of the West 
any more and it will never 
become one again,” he said. 

“It would be advisable to 
stop and think. This struc- 
ture (NATO) must be trans- 
formed.” 


Chirac presses Romania’s 
bid for quick NATO entry 


BUCHAREST (R) — French President 
Jacques Chirac promised Romania’s new 
centrist leaders unflinching support Friday 
in their bid to secure early admission to an 
expanded NATO. 

Mr. Chirac, given a rousing reception in 
the streets as the first major Western leader 
to visit Bucharest in six years, told 
Romania's parliament he would defend the 
country’s interests in both NATO and the 
European Union. He also pledged to take 
account of Russia's opposition to NATO 
expansion. 

“I want Romania to join us within NATO 
from 1999. I am saying this here in 
Bucharest as I said it London, Washington 
and Bonn,” Mr. Chirac said in an address in 
the vast, opulent palace built by executed 
dictator Nicolae Ceausescu. 

Mr. Chirac said Romania deserved to be 
included in NATO’s first expansion, to be 
announced at a July summit, after resolving 
disputes with Hungary in a treaty last year 
and bringing ethnic Hungarians into its new 
coalition government. 

“France will extend you all its support 
and champion your interests within the 
European Union and NATO to help you 
overcome difficulties.” he told parliament's 
two chambers, dominated by centrists since 
last November's election. 

The United States considers Romania a 
longshot for early NATO membership behind 
favourites Hungary, Poland and the Czech 
Republic. But it has appeared to improve its 
prospects after President Emil Cons tan tinescu 


and a centrist coalition threw ex-Communists 
out of office last November. 

Mr. Chirac said France wanted Romania 
to join the European Union “as soon as pos- 
sible.” But he gave no target dale, steering 
clear of the deadline of the year 2000 he 
supported during recent visits to Warsaw 
and Budapest, where economic change has 
been faster. 

At Bucharest’s Arch of Triumph, a small- 
er copy of the Paris monument, Mr. Chirac 
launched his two-day visit by wading into a 
crowd of about 5,000 well-wishers shoutin® 
“vive la France" c 

He then waved from the window of his 
limousine as he swept down the broad 
boulevards of the city still called “the little 
Pans of the east” by older residents. French 
and Romanian tricolors fluttered from 
lampposts and buses. 

Radio and television aired French songs and 
films, an indication of the excitement in a 
country shunned by foreign leaders under Mr 
Constantinescu’s predecessor. Ion Iliescu. 

Romania argues that Its position on ihe 
Black Sea and proximity to Poland and ex 
Soviet Ukraine make its inclusion a strate 
gic trump card for NATO. It hopes Mr 
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Albright f 
cites North’s 
‘hurting’ as 
factor in 
Korea peace 

PANMUNJOM, Korea 
(AFP) — U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 
said Saturday prospects for 
a Korean peace treaty 
hinged in pan on North 
Korea’s “hurting" and said 
U.S. forces should stay in 
South Korea for now. 

Donning a cap bearing 
the inscription "in front of 
them all,” the mono of U.S. 
troops serving here. Mrs. 
Albright toured an obser- 
vation post at the demili- 
tarised zone separating the 
two Koreas and shared cof- 
fee with U.S. soldiers at a 
mess hall. 

Answering questions 
from servicemen, the sec- 
retary of state said it was 
“very hard to predict" whe- 
ther a peace treaty could be 
achieved between the two 
Koreas. 

“It depends on how much 
the North Koreans are hurt- 
ing and on whether they are 
willing to realise that a 
peaceful solution to this di- 
vision is the best way to 
go," Mrs. Albright said. 

' North Korea 'Friday ag- 
reed to attend a briefing in 
New York on March 5 on a 
proposal to hold peace 
talks between the two Ko- 
reas. with Washington and 
Beijing playing a support 
role. 

Pyongyang's move to- 
wards peace talks was an- 
nounced after the United 
States and South Korea ag- 
reed to provide food aid to 
stave off widespread star- 
vation in North Korea. 

U.S. officials have not 
linked food aid to Pyong- 
yang's participation at the 
preliminary talks but they 
privately agree that the 
food shortages helped per- 
suade the North Koreans to 
come on board. 

■=»°Mrs. Albright also told 
American Soldiers that the 
37,000-strong U.S. force 
enforcing the tenuous truce 
from the 1950-1953 Ko- 
rean War should remain. 

"‘From what we can see 
and the instability that we 
see in North Korea. I think 
we should stay where we 
are." she said. 

The visit to what she des- 
cribed as the “last outpost 
of the cold war" capped a 
day of talks with South 
Korean President Kim 
Young-Sam and Foreign 
Minister Yoo Chong-Ha 
that U.S. officials said 
helped the allies coordinate 
their approach to North 
Korea. 

“Nothing that North Ko- 
rea does can drive a wedge 
between the United States 
and the Republic of Ko- 
rea." Mrs. Albrisht assert- 
ed. 

In Seoul earlier. Mr. Yoo 
said North Korea's willing- 
ness to attend the prelimi- 
nary talks would help avoid 
an armed clash on the 
peninsula. 

“We have to avoid any 
active and armed clashes 
between the two sides on 
the Korean peninsula," Mr. 

Yoo said. The briefing next 
month will help reduce ten- 
sions and establish a struc- 
ture for formal talks, he 
added. 

Talks also focussed on 
efforts to carrv out a 1994 
agreement in which North 
Korea agreed to scrap its 
nuclear programme in 
exchange for two light- 
water nuclear reactors. 

Addressing Seoul’s com- 
plaints that Nonh Korea 
has failed to comply with 
^pects of the deaf. Mrs. 

Al bnght said South Korea 
and the United States 
agreed that the construc- 
tion of the reactors must 
move forward this sprinn 
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N. Korean 
minister’s 
death sets 
stage for 
shake-up 

SEOUL (R ) — North Ko- 
rea announced Sarurday 
the death of powerful De- 
fence Minister Choe 
Kwang, and officials in 
rival South Korea said it 
set the stage for a major 
shake-up of Pyongyang’s 
ruling elite. 

Mr. Choe is the third top 
official to disappear from 
the ranks of the Stalinist 
state’s leadership in 10 
days. 

A brief announcement by 
Pyongyang's official Korea 
Central Radio said Mr. 
Choe, 78. died of a heart 
attack Friday. 

This followed news Fri- 
day of the replacement of 
ailing Prime Minister Kang 
Song-San. known to be 
suffering from diabetes and 
liver disease. 

The previous week the 
Communist nation's top 
ideologue, Hwang Jang- 
Yop, took refuge in the 
South Korean embassy in 
Beijing where he remains, 
awaiting Chinese permis- 
sion to leave for asylum in 
Seoul. 

"Choe’s death. Kang's 
replacement and Hwang's 
defection are likely to ex- 
pedite an overall leadership 
change in the North,” 
South Korea's Deputy Na- 
tional Unification Minister 
Lee Ho told Reuters. 

He said Mr. Kang was 
ranked sixth and Choe sev- 
enth on a hierarchy list 
Pyongyang released last 
July on the second anniver- 
sary of the death of North 
Korean founding leader 
Kim Il-Sung. 

Mr. Hwang, a senior ad- 
visor to Kim's son and po- 
litical heir, Kim Jong-11, 
.was ranked 24th in Pyong- 
" yang's power structure.,/. 
“Kim Jong-11 could try to 
introduce generational 
changes and policy chan- 
ges by appointing his asso- 
ciates” Mr. Lee said. “But 
such changes would work 
as destabilising factors.” 
Park Hun-Ok, a senior 
fellow at the private insti- 
tute of North Korea Stu- 
dies, agreed that the depar- 
ture of senior officials 
would lead to a leadership 
reshuffle. 

The junior Kim, although 
already in effective control 
of the north, has yet to take 
over the key posts held by 
his father — those of state 
president and general sec- 
retary of the ruling party. 
There has been speculation 
he would formally assume 
those titles after the third 
anniversary of his father’s 
death later this year. 

“A major change appears 
inevitable, particularly in 
view of North Korea’s plan 
to seal Kim Jong-U's for- 
mal accession this year.” 
Mr. Park said. 

“But removal of old- 
guard figures appointed by 
Kim Il-Sung would create 
a disgruntled group in 
Pyongyang which is al- 
ready in turmoil.” he ad- 
ded. 

Choe led a group of el- 
ders. survivors of the men 
who fought with Mr. Kim 
D-Sung in the guerrilla war 
for Korean independence 
from Japanese colonial 
rule in the 1930s and 
1940s. 

Mr. Park said that, on the 
foreign policy front. 
Pyongyang could be ex- 
pected now to seek a 
breakthrough in its rela- 
tions with the West, partic- 
ularly with Washington, in 
hopes of alleviating its 
grave economic difficulties 
and an acute food shortage. 
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Zoran Djindjic (right), leader of Democratic Party and one of three co-leaders of the 
Zajedno (Together) Coalition, sits next to his coalition partner Vuk Draskovic, during 
the city council constitutional session Friday. Serbia’s opposition coalition which won 
a three-month battle with ruling socialists over control of Belgrade’s city council, 
elected Democratic Party leader Djindjic as mayor Friday (Reuter photo) 


Muslims harassed in Serb, 
Croat parts of Bosnia — U.N. 


SARAJEVO (R) — The 
United Nations has said that 
Muslims in the Bos nian 
Serb town of Teslic and the 
Croat sector of Mostar were 
being pressured to leave 
through a campaign of ha- 
rassment and verbal intimi- 
dation. 

“We had seven to eight 
cases of intimidation in Tes- 
lic in the past two weeks, 
which involve harassment 
and burning of haystacks," 
spokesman Alex Ivanko 
said. 

Teslic is a town in north- 
ern Bosnia controlled by the 
Bosnian Serbs which saw 
most of its Muslim and 
Croat residents expelled du- 
ring the course of the 43- 
month war. 

Before the war began in 
1992 non-Serbs numbered 
about 40 per cent of the Tes- 
lic population according to 
a census. About 1.000 Mus- 
lims still live there. Mr. 
Ivanko said. 

The U.N. in Teslic was 
told Thursday about the 
kidnapping of a Muslim 
man by two uniformed 
Serbs, he added. 

The U.N. international 
police tracked the man down 
in Serb police custody, where 
he had been charged wiih 
“shouting Muslim propagan- 


da while being drunk." 

We believe that this is ab- 
solutely unacceptable that 
the minorities are once 
again being pressured to 
leave the Teslic area,” Mr. 
Ivanko said. 

In the divided Bosnian 
rown of Mostar a Muslim 
woman complained to U.N. 
police that she was receiv- 
ing threatening phone calls, 
pressuring her to leave her 
flat in the Croat part of 
town. She had been ex- 
pelled from her flat on Feb. 
10 but returned five days 
ago with the help of interna- 
tional organisations. 

Fighting in Bosnia ended 
with a U.S.-brokered peace 
agreement in December 
1995 but Serb and Croat 
nationalists have since con- 
tinued the policy of creating 
ethnically pure areas, up- 
rooting hundreds of people. 

The U.N. estimates some 
250.000 have returned to 
their homes, but mainly to 
areas where they form a 
majority. Minority returns 
have not been significant. 

Kris Janowski. spokes- 
man for the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refu- 
gees, said living conditions 
for non-Serbs in the Bos- 
nian Serb pan of the coun- 
try' are very difficult. 


“We had a wave of expul- 
sions from Teslic and Banja 
Luka last summer, when 
about 100 people were ex- 
pelled from Teslic only,” he 
said. 

Mr. Janowski said the lust 
expulsions were preceded 
by similar harassment, but 
could not predict if more 
expulsions could be expect- 
ed. “We have to wait and 
see,” he said. 

The pressure on the Mus- 
lim minority in Serb and 
Croat areas will not help the 
issue of refugee returns, Mr. 
Ivanko said. 

“There are areas in Bosnia 
where the situation for 
Muslims is not easy, to say 
the least, and when Mus- 
lims are pressured to leave, 
it only makes the refugee 
situation more difficult.” 

A Western official said he 
believed Bosnian Serbs 
wanted to rake advantage of 
the trivia focus oh Muslim- ‘ 
Croat relations since a 
group of Muslims was at- 
tacked while visiting a ce- 
metery in th& Croat part of 
Mostar on Feb. 10. 

"My reading is that Serbs 
probably think they have a 
chance now to quietly push 
a few people out,” an offi- 
cial. who asked not to be 
named, said. 


Deng’s heir Jiang vows 
to pursue China reforms 


BEUING (R) — r Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin, 
speaking publicly for the 
first time since the death of 
paramount leader Deng 
Xiaoping, has vowed to turn 
grief into strength to run 
China even better than his 
mentor. 

Mr. Jiang, who also holds 
China’s most powerful post 
of Communist Party chief 
and heads the armed forces, 
vowed to press ahead with 
the capitalist-siyle reforms 
that his political patron 
Deng launched 18 years 
ago. 

“The Communist Party of 
China, the Chinese army 
and people of various ethnic 
groups are determined to 
turn grief into strength.” 
Mr. Jiang told visiting Ka- 
zakhstan President Nursul- 
tan Nazarbayev in a meet- 
ing Friday. 

Diplomats described Mr. 
Jiang’s statement as a signal 
of his apparent confidence 
in his strength despite the 
death of the man whose 
patronage protected him 
since he was plucked by 
Deng from the relative ob- 
scurity of a regional post to 
run China in 1989. 

“We would run China's 
undertakings still better, 
and make greater contribu- 
tions to the cause of peace, 
development and progress 
of the mankind.” Mr. Jiang 
was quoted as saying. 

However. diplomats 
warned that Mr. Jiang’s 
swift and public undertak- 
ing to outdo the pragmatic 
reformist who transformed 
a backward Stalinist state to 
an economic powerhouse 
could antagonise others in 
the senior party hierarchy. 

“Now is the time for 
China to paying its respects 


to Mr. Deng, and that is 
what people want to do 
right now.” said one Wes- 
tern diplomat 

•*A boast like that could be 
regarded as in bad tasie. not 
to mention politically risky, 
when China wants to 
mourn.” 

Since imperial China, 
social convulsions and 
power struggles often 
accompanied the transfer of 
the “mandate of heaven” to 
a new emperor — or party 
chief. 

While the latest power 
shift so far has been seam- 
less. the analysis said later 
upheavals were possible — 
especially with Jiang's par- 
ty post up for reelection at 
the crucial 15th party con- 
gress later this year. 
w Mr. Jiang, 70, must now 
defuse challenges from 
other aspirants to power, 
among them Qiao Shi, the 
former security tsar- who 
now heads parliament, eco- 
nomic supremo Zhu Rongji 
and Premier Li Peng. Sha- 
dowy figures as yet un- 
known in the outside world 
could be lurking in the 
wings. 

Mr. Jiang's remarks to Mr. 
Nazarbayev echoed almost 
word for word the formula- 
tion of the official obituary 
issued after Deng’s death 
late Wednesday at the age 
of 92. 

But it was Mr. Jiang’s first 
personal and public com- 
mitment that he planned to 
press on Deng’s market-ori- 
ented reforms. 

He pledged to “hold high 
the great banner of Deng’s 
theory to build socialism 
with Chinese characteris- 
tics.” the fig-leaf phrase the 
patriarch coined to justify 
such un-Marxist practices 


as private enterprise, own- 
ership of property, lifting of 
price controls and revival of 
stock markets. 

Deng’s reforms, grounded 
in the belief China's people 
should be allowed to get 
rich, ended a decade of 
chaotic rule by Mao Tstong, 
who believed his people 
should be “red” — Commu- 
nist. 

Mr. Jiang was the man 
chosen by Deng as his heir 
in 1989 after the political 
upheaval that accompanied 
the crushing of pro-democ- 
racy- demonstrations centred 
on Tiananmen Square. 

Memorial rites for the old 
man. China’s unquestioned 
paramount leader since the 
late 1970s, are to take place 
in Beijing’s Great Hall of 
the People Tuesday. In line 
with his last wish, his ashes 
will be scattered over the 
sea. 

The death of Deng, who 
had withdrawn from the 
public eye years before, 
pre»mpred few public dis- 
plays of emotion in a land 
seemingly too absorbed 
with new material pursuits 
to grieve. 

Nevertheless k authorities 
tightened security at sensi- 
tive sites in the capital 
ahead of the funeral rites. 

Three days after Deng's 
death, Beijing leaders 
remained largely out of 
sight, planning the funeral 
ceremonies and plotting 
career moves in the new 
political landscape. 

But China's propaganda 
machine went into over- 
drive, hailing diminutive 
Deng as a giant whose 
stature could never be 
matched and pledging the 
army's loyalty to his politi- 
cal heirs. 


Thousands cheer new 
Belgrade leaders at rally 


BELGRADE (R) — About 
150.000 demonstrators 
thronged central Belgrade 
late into the night to cele- 
brate the end of 50 years of 
Communist and Socialist 
rule in the Serbian capital 
and to welcome their new 
mayor. 

The mood was jubilant 
and deafening after a day in 
which Serbia's authoritarian 
President Slobodan Milose- 
vic saw his party lose con- 
trol of Belgrade City Coun- 
cil and his rule challenged 
from Montenegro. 

The crowd was celebrat- 
ing the climax of three 
months of daily street pro- 
tests which forced Mr. Mi- 
losevic to recognise opposi- 
tion victories in Novem- 
ber’s local elections. 

Young and old sang, 
cheered and clambered onto 
statues and windowsills of 
the National Museum to get 
a better view. Tiny “Grand- 
mother Olga” who cheered 
protesters from her balcony 
daily during the marches 
addressed the rally. 

In a symbolic act after ta- 
king power in the capital, 
the Zajedno (Together) 
Coalition hacked a five- 
pointed star representing 
communism from the top of 
Belgrade City Hall. 

Its leaders told the crowd 
that their next target would 
be an identical star on the 


top of Serbia’s parliament 
across the street. 

Montenegrin Prime 
Minister Mile Djukanovic 
said Mr. Miloses ic would 
not get the Montenegrin 
vores needed to switch from 
the Serbian to the Yugoslav 
presidency this >ear and it 
would by “totally wrong" 
for him to stay. 

Montenegro, the junior 
partner in the Yugoslav Fe- 
deration. is strongly placed 
to sabotage Mr. Milosevic’s 
prospects of political sur- 
vival after (he turmoil 
caused by his attempt to re- 
voke Zajedno's election 
wins. 

Mr. Djukanovic told the 
independent Belgrade 
weekly Yreme: "Milose- 
vic's political thought is 
outdated he lacks the ability 
to view things strategically 
and he is surrounded by the 
wrong people who keep him 
rather uninformed about the 
real scale of Serbia's and 
Yugoslav ia’s problems." 

Mr. Milosevic, burred by- 
law from a third term as 
Serbian president, planned 
to have himself elected 
Yugoslav president this year 
by the federal parliament. 

But Montenegrin votes 
would be essential to make 
constitutional changes nee- 
ded to give the ceremonial 
federal office the w ide-ran- 
ging executive powers he 


wields as Serbian president. 

Belgrade's new mayor. 
Democratic Party leader 
Zoran Djindjic. told the 
crowd the city government 
was only the first siep in Zj- 
je ilno's struggle to over- 
throw Mr. Milosevic. 

“We all know ihat this is 
only a small victory on our 
way to the ultimate victory 
— the victory of democra- 
cy." he said to defeaning 
w histle blasts and cheers. 

"Just 50 metres away 
front the star we removed 
there stands another await- 
ing its turn to be taken to the 
museum... Tomorrow we 

shall re-start our struggle to 
reform, democratise and 
free Serbia. 1 ' he declared. 

"We have taken uhc star) 
where it belongs, (he 
Museum of Revolution, to 
sit with other ideological 
symbols of the past.” 

The election dispute ad- 
ded democratic reforms to 
the West's demands in re- 
turn lor a gradual lilting of 
the remaining sanctions on 
Yugoslavia. 

The United States wel- 
comed Zajedno's takeover 
of Belgrade hut said it want- 
ed to see more reforms 
including a free media. 

Zajedno's hreuk through 

ignited a battle in the Socia- 
list Party between hardlin- 
ers and pragmatists on how- 
to keep the opposition at 


hay ahead of presidential 
and parliamentary elections 
due by the end of |VN7. 

Mr. Djindjic s.iid the 
struggle to tree the media, 
over which Mr. Milosevic 
retains tight control, would 
begin immediately. 

The opposition jubilation 
has been t .inti shed by sign> 
of cracks in the united front 
which Together presented 
so forcefully to Mr. Milose- 
vic during SS straight days 
nf protests. 

The three parties have 
been haggling for days over 
the division ot its seats sn 
Belgrade’s city council, as 
well as in the 1 other mu- 
nicipalities it won. jrousiitg 
fears That the coalition may 
not stirv iv e the test of woik- 
ing together. 

During Friday's celebra- 
tion on central Betgtv.de 
squ.uv. Vuk Draskovic, 
another Togctlici leader, 
said in a barb clearly aimej 
at Mr. Djindjic. "It these 
inevvj authorities ,irc not 
good, we will change it. ui a 
month or two. or si\." 

Belgrade commentators 
say tli.it the political al- 
liance looks stronger liluii it 
really is. Hie people who 
were screaming and blow . 
i rig whistles during the pro- 
democracy rallies were 
much more anti- Mi lose* a. 
than pro-Togothei. 


Three freed in Britain after 18 years in prison 


LONDON (R) — Three men jailed 18 years ago for the 
murder of a newspaper delivery boy walked free Friday, in 
a case which delivered another body blow to the reputation 
of the British justice system. 

Michael Hickey, his cousin Vincent Hickey, and James 
Robinson had consistently protested their innocence since 
being sentenced to life imprisonment in 1979 for the mur- 
der of 1 3-year-old Carl Bridgewater, shot dead during a 
burglary. 

After two hours of legal representation, the three were 
released on unconditional bail pending an appeal on April 
8 . 

They left the court arm in arm with ecstatic relatives, 
many of them in tears. Scores of well-wishers cheered, 
whistled and clapped as they appeared on the steps of 
London’s high court. 

“It is the best feeling in the world. I am relieved. I would 
like to say how grateful we are to all those who helped us. 
the people who have believed in our innocence.” said Mr. 
Hickey. 

Theresa Robinson, a solicitor's secretary who married 
Mr. Robinson while he was in prison, punched the air with 
joy and wept openly after the bail decision was announced. 

Mr. Robinson said he thought he was “tripping" when he 
had heard Thursday night of his suddenly arranged court 
appearance. 

Lawyers representing the men said police had tricked a 
fourth person. Patrick Molloy. into signing a confession 
after they said that Mr. Hickey had confessed. The lawyers 
said the Hickey confession was fabricated by police offi- 
cers. 

“It is only a small part of serious substantial and w ide- 
spread police malpractice involving a number of very* high- 
ranking officers dowm to the lowest rank who must have 
been involved in what was going on,” said lawyer Michael 
Mansfield. 

The convictions of the four were based on the confession 
from Mr. Molloy, who died in prison in 1981 after being 
convicted of manslaughter. Prosecution lawyers said thev 


accepted the trial was fundamentally Hawed and the con- 
victions were unsafe. 

“His ( Molloy sj conviction must be regarded a- un-J'c.” 
said prosecution lawyer Jeremy Robert-, h wj- recom- 
mended at their trial that all three should serve 25 year- m 
jail. 

The men. who had an appeal turned dow n by judges in 
19S9. staged rooftop protests in prison to profess their' inno- 
cence and their families had waged a lengthy, high-profile 
battle to have their convictions overturned. 

Mr. Hickey’s mother. Ann Whelan, said the policemen 
responsible for her son's conviction should now take hi- place. 

“I want the police officers that behaved badly to go to 
prison and match year-by-vear. day-by-day. minute-by- 
minute and second-by-second of what they have done to 
my son, Jim Robinson, Vincent Hickey and don't let’s for- 
get Patrick Molloy. That will do me nicely.” she told 
reporters outside the court. 

“My lad and the other two are leav ing a cell today and I 
want the person that committed this crime to go in it.” 

Prime Minister John Major said he was sure there would 
be an inquiry into the original conv ictions. 

The trio’s release is the latest in a number of wrongful 
imprisonment cases in Britain that date back to the 1970-. 
Many involved Irishmen suspected of Irish Republican 
Army attacks. 

In 1989. the so-called "Guildford four” were released 
after convictions were quashed against them for a IRA 
bomb that killed five people in a pub. 

In 1991. the “Birmingham six" were freed after being 
cleared of 1974 pub bomb blasts that killed 21 people and 
injured 162. 

The three could be entitled lo compensation that may top 
two million pounds (S3. 23 million). 

Home Secretary (Interior Minister) Michael Howard, 
himself a lawyer, said it was inevitable some mistakes 
would be made. 

"There is no such thing as an infallible system of human 
justice." he told BBC Television. 


4 women found murdered on French beach 


LILLE, France (R) — 
French police found the bo- 
dies of four young women 
Friday buried in the sand on 
a beach. 10 days after they 
w'ent missing during a car- 
nival evening in the north- 
ern port of Boulogne. 

Investigators said suspects 
had confessed to killing the 
young women, whose bod- 
ies were concealed at the 
base of a concrete block- 
house built by Aerman for- 
ces during World War II 
outside the village of Portel. 
near Boulogne. 

“As soon as we arrived, 
(the suspects) started to 
talk. We found the bodies 
between two blockhouses. 


buried a bit in the sand." 
Portel Mayor Laurent Feu- 
uy - said. 

The women. 20-vear-olds 
Isabelle and Peggy and 1 7- 
y ear-olds Audrey and Ante- 
lie. were wearing fancy car- 
nival dresses when they dis- 
appeared late in the early 
hours of Feb. 12. Police said 
■ they were apparently killed 
on the following evening. 

Police detained five mem- 
bers of one family, includ- 
ing three brothers, all scrap 
merchants, living in a vil- 
lage a few kilometres away. 

From Bucharest, where he 
is on an official visit. 
French President Jacques 
Chirac sent a message of 


sympathy to the womens’ 
families. “I am horrified 
and stunned by this act of 
savagery. 

”1 think of these young 
girls, children, innocent vic- 
tims. I think of their parents 
and their distress. Justice 
will be done." he said in a 
message broadcast by the 
evening television news. 

Gerald Lesigne, public 
prosecutor for Boulogne, 
said two of the brothers, 
Jean-Michel and Jean-Louis 
Jourdain. were behind the 
killings. 

The first brother had been 
sentenced to 1 5 years in jail 
lor murder but was released 
in August 1995. The second 


wa> convicted of rape and 
sentenced u» III year- jjil. 
and was released in late I'J'U. 

"We know nothing more 
on the cirouiiiNtances of the 
deaths but we can definitely 
say lhai the young women 
died on the evening of the 
carnival." Mr. Lesigne told 
a news conference. 

He said an autopsy wa- 
under way to determine the 
causes of the deaths and that 
a member of the womens’ 
families had put investiga- 
tors on tile right path. 

The brothers reportedly 
own a van similar to one 
that was reported close to 
the beach where the women 
were last seen. 


Whitewater prosecutor to remain on Clinton probe 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Whitewater Prosecutor 
Kenneth Starr admitted Fri- 
day he had made a major 
mistake and reversed his 
decision to leave the inves- 
tigation involving President 
Bill Clinton and his wife, 
vowing to stay for any ma- 
jor prosecutions. 

Bowing to nearly a week 
of public criticism even 
from his own staff over his 
plan to move to a new ca- 
reer at Pepperdine Univer- 
sity this summer, Mr. Starr 
abruptly changed his mind 
and said he was putting that 
plan on hold indefinitely. 

At a news conference, he 
admitted his decision to 


leave was “unwise” and "in- 
correct" and "imprudent" 

— it drew some strong edi- 
torial criticism, while de- 
lighting White House aides 

— and had shaken public 
confidence in the investiga- 
tion. 

Quoting a famous line 
from a onetime New York 
City Mayor Fiorello La- 
guardia. who was known for 
the pithy phrase. Mr. Starr 
said with a smile: "When 1 
moke a mistake, it’s a 
‘beaut. 

In his formal statement, 
which he read. Mr. Starr 
said: “I have informed Pep- 
perdine University ... that 1 
do intend ro continue os in-, 


dependent counsel, and that 
1 will assume no duties or 
responsibilities at Pepper- 
dine until the investigation 
and any resulting prosecu- 
tions of persons named in 
the order appointing me as 
independent counsel or 
high-ranking government 
official- have been substan- 
tially completed ...” 

"My commitment is to the 
American people and to the 
pursuit of the truth, and I 
will seek to fulfill that com- 
mitment to the best of my 
ability and for as long as it 
takes." Mr. Starr said. 

He noted the "persons 
named in the order" appoin- 
ting him were President 


Clinton. Hillary Rodham 
Clinton and James McDou- 
gal. their business partner in 
the Whitewater land deal 
and head of a failed Arkan- 
sas savings and loan. 

Mr. McDougal has been 
convicted on bank fraud 
charges and Mr. Starr said 
he was now talking with 
Whitewater investigators 
who are trying to persuade 
him to become a witness. 

Beyond that, however. 
Mr. Starr refused to say any- 
thing about the slate or 
direction of his investiga- 
tion. whether he anticipated 
indictments, or how long it 
might lake. 
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Peace needs two hands 


ISRAELI PRIME Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
arrives in Amman today for talks with His Majesty 
King Hussein and the Jordanian leadership for the 
second time since he assumed power in June of last 
year. This time, however, the visit will be different, since 
it takes place after the settlement of the stand-off 
betw een Israel and the Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) over Hebron but before taking what seems to be 
an impending decision to establish and expand Jewish 
settlements in the occupied territories, especially in East 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s talks here will be important, even 
crucial, for the success of the peace effort in the Middle 
East, and that is why perhaps he should know how peo- 
ple feel about his visit here. To begin with, the prime 
minister must know that relations between our two 
countries also depend on the progress being made, or 
tension created, by Israel with other Arab states, espe- 
cially on the Palestinian track. He probably remembers 
the outcry in Jordan over the holding of a fair for 
Israeli products last month. It was a dear message that 
many Jordanians would not accept to normalise rela- 
tions with the Israelis as long as the Netanyahu gov- 
ernment dragged its feet on peace- making efforts with 
PNA. When Jordanians see the political and national 
rights of our brethren across the river being trampled 
on and ignored, we would have no alternative but to 
conclude that peace is not working very welL 

Following the agreement on Hebron, which Mr. 
Netanyahu concluded with PNA President Yasser 
Arafat, there was a breakthrough in which Jordan and 
Israel could go back to their own bilateral relations to 
see where they had fallen short of expectations. It is no 
secret to pass on to the Israeli prime minister that the 
people of Jordan have yet to meet their expectations 
from the Wadi Araba peace treaty. Travelling to Israel 
remains cumbersome and expensive. Trading with 
Israel is still hampered by all sorts of bureaucratic and 
other barriers. The agreement to share water equitably 
between the two countries is far from being attained. 
Joint projects that could draw investments, employ- 
ment and other economic opportunities are where they 
were before, on the drawing boards. The major prob- 
lem of Jordanian absentee property in Israel remains 
without a necessary and satisfactory solution. 

Jordanians who own property in Israel cannot under- 
stand that they are being regarded as absentee owners. 
At a time when Israel clamoured about dormant 
Jewish accounts in Swiss banks and lectured Berne 
about its moral responsibilities towards the heirs of the 
victims of Nazi Germany, we still find Jordanians 
denied their property rights within Israel. 

We feel dismayed, on the other hand, when we hear 
that even with the peace treaty in force, Israel still feels 
that its eastern border with Jordan is still threatened 
and as such it would have to maintain military presence 
along the Jordan Valley. 

The picture that emerges is not a healthy one. It 
necessitates action that would introduce a new culture 
of peace between us. The declaration that was adopted 
at Copenhagen by pro-peace activists, both Arab and 
Israeli last month is one example of how to contribute 
substantially to building new bridges of understanding 
and cooperation that would serve the true cause of 
peace. But until that happens, and other efforts bear 
fruit, the Israeli government has to do some badly need- 
ed homework- Unless and until all outstanding issues 
between our countries are fairly resolved, the formal 
peace between us would remain colder than it should 
be. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Dustour said Jordan should rally to 
the support of the Palestinians to help them rid them- 
selves of Israel's economic hegemony and at the some 
time secure trade and economic links with the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip. Taher Adwan said that it was 
Israel which insisted that economic matters between 
the Jewish state and the Arab states, including 
Palestine, be an integral element in the peace treaties as 
well as the Oslo accords. Bul said the writer, it is Israel 
which is now obstructing the implementation of these 
agreements with the Palestinians and the Jordanians 
and is preventing the Jordanians and the Palestinians 
from establishing regular trade ties. As a result. 
Jordanian goods are not reaching Palestinian or Israeli 
markets as stipulated in the agreements nor is Israel 
honouring the various provisions of its peace treaty 
with Jordan, according to the writer. He said Israel is 
now Hooding the Jordanian market with goods without 
any obstacles, while Jordanian products find great dif- 
ficulty in crossing over to the West Bank and the Israeli 
market. 


COMMENTING on Israeli plans to establish a Jewish 
settlement of 6.500 housing units on Arab lands close 
to Jerusalem, an editorial in Al Aswaq daily said the 
move not only flagrantly -violates the Oslo accords and 
U.N. resolutions, but it is bound to shake confidence 
between Arabs and Israelis and ruin all chances of 
peace. Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu is 
going ahead with plans to build the settlement on Jabal 
Abu Ghneim (Har Homa) on the outskirts of the Arab 
city with total disregard to Arab protests and the Oslo 
accords which stipulated that no change can be made in 
the present situation before the conclusion of the final 
status negotiations, noted the daily. All these moves 
are negatively affecting the peace proces with the Arab 
countries in general and the peace with the Palestinians 
in particular, added the paper. It is clear that the Israelis 
are feverishly trying to impose a de facto situation 
through the seizure of more .Arab lands and the con- 
struction of more settlements before the final status 
negotiations can begin, it noted. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Failed Fanek ■ ^ 


Jordan remains under siege 


AT ONE time, we thought that Jordan was placed by Arab 
foreign powers under economic and financial siege in 
order to bring this key country to its knees, and force the 
leadership to follow certain policies such as going to the 
negotiating table and making peace with Israel. Under this 
belief we thought that, by signing a peace treaty with 
Israel, we rid ourselves from the siege. Some Jordanians 
went further to expect that with peace we shall become 
the darling of the United States, and that peace will bring 
economic prosperity, so that poverty and unemployment 
will disappear from our life, and the standard of living 
will rise in no time to the Israeli level. 

Shimon Peres, then the Israeli minister of foreign affairs, 
and later prime minister of Israel, was the major, if not the 
only, loud voice promising thaL peace will lead to a new 
Middle East, with prosperity, growth and higher standards 
of living for everyone. His book, described as visionary, 
was translated into Arabic and widely read and analysed. 
It seems that many Jordanians liked to believe Peres and 
share his dream because it was a guaranteed prescription 
for the impending disappointment. 

After over two years of official peace, nothing material 
happened on ground. Almost nothing changed. There was 
no war to lay its arms. Jordan did not ask for any com- 
mitment thinking that it is bad to ask for a price for doing 


the right thing. Accordingly, Jordan received no reward 
for making peace from any country or organisation. 
Therefore we can't blame any country or organisation for 
breaking their promises which were not made in the first 
place. Only the United Stares promised ro write off its 
debt. It fulfilled its commitment Moreover, it granted 
Jordan military aircraft and other equipment drawn from 
the stores and leftovers of the American armed forces. 
After two years, the Jordanians got to understand, and 
sometimes accept, albeit with contempt, the reality of not 
expecting much. What they can't understand or accept, 
however, is the continued sea and land siege. Lloyds com- 
pany is still busy inspecting the loads of every ship call- 
ing on Aqaba port, and examining each lorry leaving 
Jordan towards the Iraqi borders. This. serves as an indi- 
cation that Jordan could not be trusted to abide by the 
United Nations sanctions, and that the sanctions are effec- 
tively extended to include Jordan, while leaving other 
countries, surrounding Iraq, free to behave as they tike, 
including Turkey, Iran and Dubai. This is an obvious 
humiliation direcred to Jordan. If this is tolerated by the 
Jordanian government, it is definitely not acceptable and 
cannot be tolerated any longer by the Jordanian people. 
Lloyds company should be expelled not tomorrow but 
today. 


The continued presence of Lloyds means ‘hat Jordan « 
subject to sanctions not made by the Security Council 
according to Chapter Seven w hich is devoted exclusively 

to deal with Arab countries. 

To add insult to injury, the United Nations Sanctions 
Committee (practically America and Bnta.n) approved all 
food and medicine contracts made by Iraq with all ct un- 
tries except Jordan, claiming that the price* < of the 
Jordanian products are equal to the pnees offered by other 
supplies. This is a ridiculous excuse, because it applies to 
European contracts without creating a problem. This lat- 
est blow to the Jordanian economy is beyond our compre- 
hension. In this respect, it is worth mentioning that some 
220 enterprise 1 which were based in Jordan and doing 
legal business with Iraq left Jordan to Turkey and Dubai, 
where they operate freely without the heavy-handed sur- 
veillance of the government agencies acting under 

American pressure. , 

So far we have taken too much. This nonsense must be 
stopped. It seems that America and Britain are determined 
to annihilate the Iraqi people on racial and religious 
grounds, but are they, determined as well to impoverish 
and humiliate the Jordanian people? We are entitled to an 


Hebron agreement et al — no real reason to rejoice 


By Edward W. Said 


M.KAHH. 


THE HEBRON agree- 
ment. signed last month 
with such fanfare and 
excitement, was really 
signed in September 1995. 
as part of the Oslo Two 
accord celebrated with 
patched-together ceremo- 
nial on the White House 
lawn. 

When I visited Hebron 
last July. I paid a cal] on an 
old friend. Mayor Mustafa 
Natshe. to find out what he 
saw as the future of his 
town. He told me that he 
had pleaded with Yasser 
Arafat and his men during 
the 1995 negotiations that 
led up to Oslo Two not to 
sign an agreement that 







would give a Palestinian 


seal of approval to the 450 
illegal settlers — most of 
them fanatics — squatting 
with such offensive, even 
murderous, insistence in 
the centre of an Arab 







town. 

“It isn’t just the principle 
of the 'thing' that so 
galling," he said, “but the 
fact that giving them this 
foothold in our midst by 
partitioning the town 
makes it possible for them 


to use Hebron as a prece- 
dent for staying in all their 


other settlements, extend- 
ing their reach further aJJ 
over the West Bank." 

Natshe’s pleas went 
unheard, as Arafat and his 
team pressed ahead with 
their Israeli peace “part- 
ners" who consolidated 
their gains with. I suspect, 
a sense of disbelief. How 
else could even the most 
hardened Israeli explain 
that the Palestinians had 
accepted a formula for 
"coexistence" in Hebron 
which gave 450 people 
(with the Israeli army 
guarding them) the choic- 
est 20^per cent of the 
town's commercial centre, 
whereas the 160.000 resi- 
dent Palestinians were 
expected to be happy that 
they got SO per cent, so 
bogged down with condi- 
tions as to make it a 
peripheral parr of the 
Israeli enclave. 

What son of “strategic" 
calculation by the 
Palestinian leadership pro- 
duced acquiescence in the 
Israeli settler population 
being allowed to cany 
arms, abetted by Israeli 
patrols given virtually the 
run of the surrounding 
hills, while the Palestinian 
police were limited to a 
few poorly armed men. 
theoretically subject to 
Israeli restraints? 

Nevertheless, there 
seemed to be genuine 
euphoria among 

Hebronites, for whom the 
presence of Israeli settlers 
and soldiers has been so 
unpleasant an ordeal: just 
seeing some of them leave 
in the hope of not having 
them come back on quite 
the same basis as before 
supplied a good day’s 
worth of celebration. 

But much of the jubila- 
tion will be as short-lived 
as it was when Ramallah 
and Nablus went through 
the same happy catharsis 
IS months ago. Hebron 
was not liberal o0 per 
cent of it was given the 
right to administer munic- 
ipal affairs — sanitation, 
health, postal delivery, 
education, local security 


and_.tra.fflc.^rr. under the 
Palestine National 

Authority’s jurisdiction, 
with Israel still in charge 
of security, access, water 
and overall sovereignty. 

The ambiguities are evi- 
dent in 'reports from 
Hebron in the press. On 
the first day, there were 
reports citing Netanyahu 
and Sharansky as to how 
Hebron is still Israeli, 
backed up by statistics 
showing continued Israeli 
control over the city. The 
next day. editorials and 
stories predicted a 
Palestinian state emerging 
soon from the messy 
Palestinian “archipelago" 
that has left the West Bank 
and Gaza divided into lots 
of little pans without terri- 
torial continuity or sover- 


eignty. 

On U.S. television, the 
de rigueur scene of Arafat 
and Netanyahu shaking 
hands with American 
mediator Dennis Ross 
between them showed a 
grim-faced Arafat anxious 
to speed away into the 
night. As the New York 
Times coyly put it in its 
jubilant report of how well 
things went, the actual 
amounts of land to be 
ceded to the Palestinians 
were left entirely to 

“Israel's discretion." 

Now this is precisely 
how things were left in the 
Oslo Two documents, 

since just before the 

Washington signing the 
Israelis" calmly removed 
the specific areas of rede- 
ployment already agreed 
with the Palestinians and 
left Lhe timetable. 

Apparently Arafat 

demurred at this, but under 
American pressure was 
made to sign. His latest 
heroics during the Hebron 


negotiations were meant 
to make up for what had 
happened earlier, but he 
failed again. No wonder 
he didn't want to answer 


any questions. 

It has been no secret that 
the U.S., which has sub- 
contracted out its Middle 
Eastern policy to Dennis 
Ross and his coterie of 
expens, placed Arafat 
under impossible pressure. 
Israel's political concerns 
and its exaggerated obses- 
sions with security and 
terror were adopted by the 
U.S. middlemen, who 


were acting as anything 
but honest brokers. There 
was also an important con- 
fluence of strategic aims 
that united Netanyahu and 
Ross: That there should 
never be anything resem- 
bling real Palestinian self- 
determination. 

And three and a half 
years after Oslo began, 
“autonomy" for 

Palestinians is all that has 
been achieved, in tiny 
enclaves on the West Bank 
whose roads arid access 
are controlled by Israel. 
An important town like 
Ramallah now has settle- 
ments on three sides. 
Sovereignty in the true 
sense of the word remains 
in Israel’s hands, and will 
remain so for the foresee- 
able future. 

Why do so many Israelis 
seem upset by this agree- 
ment which keeps them 
firmly in charge through- 
out the still-occupied terri- 
tories? The reason is an 
ideological fanaticism so 
deep and all-encompass- 
ing that most Western and 
even Arab readers do not 
have an adequate sense of 
its imperatives. Despite 
the millions of 
Palestinians in Palestine, 
they have always been 
considered aliens, to be 
tolerated at most or to be 
driven out or treated either 
as non-existent or as 
juridical inferiors. 

Palestine is considered 
to be the land of the 
Jewish people entrusted to 
Israel; no non-Jews are' 
doctrinally allowed to use 
or have this land. That is 
why Netanyahu, more 
honest than Peres, has 
always refused to accept 
the formula “land for 
peace,” and why sover- 
eignty accorded to non- 
Jews has not, and will not 
be. an admissible concept 
in the negotiations. 

I believe these positions 
are also shared by the 
"acceptable" Israelis 
(including the ubiquitous 
Amos Oz). whose views 
are aired in Western media 
as representative of the 
peace camp, and who bril- 
liantly conceal their real 
views of Palestinians 
beneath conscience-rend- 
ing. anguished prose. They 
never bring up sovereignty 
for Palestinians. Many of 
them (including the egre- 


gious Henry Kissinger) 
speak of a Palestinian 
state, which they say they 
would accept but none of 
them has specified sover- 
eignty and real self-deter- 
mination for Palestinians. 

Trying to put myself in 
the shoes of the PLO men 
who continue to produce 
such disadvantageous 
agreements that do noth- 
ing to change the course of 
Israeli policy, 1 keep ask- 
ing what our leaders must 
be thinking. They certain- 
ly do not do very much 
talking, and share very lit- 
tle with their people 
beyond the usual tri- 
umphalist nonsense. 

All I come up with is a 
series of unflattering ratio- 
nales for going on as 
before, with equally bad 
results and equally tragic 
consequences for the 
whole people. One is that 
as long as the peace 
process guarantees the 
centrality of the PLO and 
its leader, then anything 
goes. Another is that being 
so out-gunned and out- 
smarted by Israel, you feel 
you have no choice but to 
go on. trying to brazen it 
out vis-a-vis your own 
people with hopeful but 
ultimately misleading 
speeches and promises; 
meanwhile, you surround 
yourself with supporters 
who tell you what you 
want to hear, and are anx- 
ious to help you set up 
feel-good things like a 
bagpipe band, a few luxu- 
rious cars and houses, and 
postage stamps with your 
face on them. The best 
thing is to go on as many 
state visits (none of them 
necessary) as possible, one 
day Stockholm, another 
Paris, another Cairo. 

A third rationale is to 
■make more concessions, 
accepting all the humiliat- 
ing Israeli conditions in 
the wishful fantasy that 
some day you’ll either 
stop having to make con- 
cessions or the Israelis 
will give you a few things 
back . Fourthly, you can 
say that this is politics, a 
dirty business, and so we 
proceed with the Israelis 
like, partners in crime; 
never mind that they get 
all the advantages, a lot of 
commercial deals have 
come our way. 

There may be one or two 


more possibilities, but 
none explains the 
Palestinian streets* accep- 
tance of this appalling sit- 
uation. which seems to 
worsen daily. Many of 
Arafat's advisers are intel- 
ligent men and women, 
quite a few with long his- 
tories in progressive poli- 
tics. Why are they so 
silent? And why do the 
most gifted so willingly 
accept a few material 
advantages (a car. an 
office, a VIP designation) 
in return for continuing to 
work with a man whose 
tactics they loathe and 
whose mistakes over the 
past few years they know 
— and say openly — have 
brought us as Palestinians 
and as Arabs to one of the 
lowest points in our histo- 
ry ? 

Why silence, and why 
cooperation? Do they feel 
no obligation towards the 
truth and to the misery of a 
people whose continuing 
dispossession could have 
been alleviated a thousand 
times better than the PLO 
has done? 

In the meantime, most 
people in the U.S. and in 
Europe genuinely believe 
that peace has improved 
things for the “area." and 
that for the first time in 30 
years the Palestinians are 
gening their freedom. 

This is the cruelty of the 
Palestinian dilemma. We 
want to show that we 
desire peace, 'yet because 
of that “peace," the daily 
lives of all but a tiny hand- 
ful of wealthy business- 
men. security chiefs and 
PA employees have 
become a good deal 
worse. 

For at least six months, 
the mainstream media in 
the U.S. and Europe have 
been filled with stories 
about rhe diplomatic front 
the negotiations. the 
impasses and the final 
breakthroughs, and com- 
pletely void of anythin* 

tiiat shows real Palestinian 

lives on the ground. 

There has been no cover- 
“p of the ‘housands of 
students m Gaza w h o cun- 
not go back to their 
£3*“* universities 
S'pP™ Bank (forbid- 
den by Israeli; nodiine 

lat?e number 

feterir™, p " s °ners still 
festering (and j n some 


cases being rorrured to 
death) in Israeli prisons; 
nothing about the horrors 
that a large family in Gaza 
with unemployed father 
must go through just to 
survive; nothing about the 
systematic, almost daily 
reprisals against 

Palestinians who try to 
prevent their own dispos- 
session by Israeli settlers 
and army: nothing about 
what it means for a 
Palestinian to try to get in 
and out of Gaza (or about 
all West Bankers who 
have been forbidden entry 
into Jerusalem for a year): 
nothing about the check- 
points that make the little 
West Bank enclaves seem 
like stifling ghettos: noth- 
ing about life under 
Arafat’s dreadful regime, 
with books, newspapers 
and magazines censored 
or banned, the security 
services threatening aver- 
age people, and corruption 
kill ing the possibility^ of 
regular daily business. 

And nothing, above all, 
about the total absence of 
law or the rule of law in 
the Palestinian autonomy 
areas. 

Given all this, plus the 
sense of frustration and 
hopelessness felt by eveiy 
Palestinian at the cruel 
farce our leaders are 
forced to enact, it becomes 
an absolute duty to 
describe the actualities of 
quotidian life under the 
peace process — 
unadorned and in the 
greatest detail possible. 

The world must be told 
by us what our people 
under occupation are still 
going through. This is not 
a matter of money, but of 
discipline and will. If 
every one of us first took it 
upon him- or herself to be 
informed, and then 
attempted somehow to 
break through the official 
and media silence — with 
a letter to the editor, a call 
to a radio or TV station, 
the setting-up of groups to 
do this kind of work sys- 
tematically and collective- 
ly - — then we will be 
beginning our attempt at 
liberation, a laughably 
modest attempt it is true, 
but surely a great deal bet- 
ter than passivity and 
silence. 

The present situation 
cannot last. There are too 
many inequities and injus- 
tices right at the heart of 
Palestinian life. Who is 
preparing for the next, 
post- Hebron phase? 
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An open letter to Mr. Netanyahu: 

VrG.the members of the Steering Committee of the International Alliance for Arab-lsraeli Peace, are high- 
ly alarmed by new plans of the Israeli government to establish and expand settlements in East Jerusalem ana 
the occupied territories. The future of the city, which is to be decided by final status negotiations to the 
satisfaction of all parties concerned, cannot be predetermined by unilateral acts such as those being planned 
by the Israeli government. While we denounce and reject these plans, being contrary to the letter and spir- 
it of the Copenhagen Declaration and the Palestinian-lsraeli agreements, we demand from and call on the 
Israeli government to withdraw them and freeze all settlement activities in all the occupied territories. Like- 
wise, we call on all peace loving people and all concerned parties to the Arab-lsraeli peace process to sup- 
port our position which we believe will lead to maintaining and reinforcing the spirit of peace and recon- 
ciliation between the Arabs and the Israelis. We intend to spare no effort in order to establish genuine Arab- 
lsraeli relations based on respect for the mutual rights, dignity and security of our peoples and to contribute 
towards a lasting and comprehensive settlement to the conflict. The building and expansion of Israeli set- 
tlements in the occupied Palestinian territories can only retard that cause and increase the risk of taking us 
again down the path of war, violence and extremism. 

The Steering Committee of the International Alliance for Arab-lsraeli Peace 
The Alliance is a people-to-people organisation , established in January 1997 in Denmark, 

to further and promote the cause of peace 
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Fujimori says no concessions 
but hopes to end hostage crisis 


NEWS IN BRIEF Mordechai ready to help resolve problems 


LIMA (AFP). — President 
Alberto Fujimori expressed 
optimism Saturday about 
talks on the hostage crisis at 
the Japanese ambassador’s 
residence, but rated out 
making concessions to the 
leftist rebels. 

“We are making progress 
in negotiations,” said Mr. 
Fujimori in an interview 
with the Japanese news 
agency Kyodo that was 
broadcast on radio stations 
in Lima, his first public 
statement since direct talks 
began Thursday with Tupac 
Amaru Reveolutionary 
Movement (MRTA) rebels. 

Rut the Peruvian presi- 
dent maintained to 
progress does not mean his 
government is softening its 
position. 

“We are not going to 
main* any concessions, nor 
are we going to give m to 
the demands” of the gueril- 
las who have been bunkered 
in the Japanese residence 
since Dec. 17 with 72 
hostages. 

The latest round of talks 
was attended for the first 
time by the head of the 
MRTA, Nestor Cerpa Car- 
olini, a development inter- 
preted as auspicious for 


reaching a setdemenL 

Meanwhile, in an inter- 
view with AFP Saturday on 
short-wave radio, Mr. 
Cerpa called on a delegation 
of the “Plaza De Mayo” 
mothers from Argentina 
that arrived in Peru Friday 
to mediate in the crisis. 

The mothers got their 
name from the Dos de 
Mayo Square in Buenos 
Aires whiere they used to 
sta ge peaceful demonstra- 
tions in protest against the 
disappearances of oppo- 
nents of the military 
regimes in Argentina in the 
late 1970s and early 1980s. 

The “preliminary talks” 
between the Peruvian gov- 
ernment and rebels got 
going again Thursday after 
a five-day suspension due to 
disagreements on the agen- 
da, to allow the talks to 
move to a higher level of 
negotiations. 

The deadlock was finally 
broken by a commission of 
mediators which drafted a 
proposal. The commission 
was set up to .facilitate con- 
tacts between the two sides. 

Referring to the talks Mr. 
Fujimori said: “Everything 
took place smoothly and 
die prospects are good.” 


Nevertheless die Peruvian 
president stressed to the 
talks were only in prepara- 
tion for higher level negoti- 
ations the date of which has 
not been fixed. 

Mr. Fujimori reiterated 
that he wanted to avoid 
armed action to dislodge 
the rebels from the resi- 
dence and added that as 
from Monday when the 
talks with the rebels will 
resume, “meetings will 
occur more frequently." 

Mr. Fujimori did' not go 
into details about what was 
discussed at the talks say- 
ing be “could not reveal the 
content now." 

The commission of medi- 
ators, meanwhile, has not 
slopped holding meetings 
and on Saturday they met 
for five hours in the resi- 
dence - of the Canadian 
ambassador to Lima, 
Anthony Vincent 

Mr. Vicent is one of the 
members of the commission 
together with Archbishop 
Juan Luis Cipriani, Japan- 
ese government envoy 
Terusake Tera d a, and the 
Swiss representative of the 
International Red Cross, 
Michel Minnig. 


Arafat, opposition to coordinate plans 


(Continued from page 12 ) 

decided to attend the talks due 
to concern thai Israel was tak- 
ing unilateral steps to settle 
Arab Pay Jerusalem, which 
the Palestinians seek as their 

future capital 

Another group, the Democ- 
ratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine, earlier this week 
dropped its violent opposition 
to Israeli-Palestinian peace- 
making and said it would seek 
to play a role in future negotia- 
tions. The opposition groups 
plan to meet before the Thurs- 
day meeting to coordinate their 
position. 

PFLP number two Abu Alt 
Mustapha stressed the impor- 
tance of launching such a 
national dialogue, but called on 


the PNA to “ensure the suc- 
cess of the dialogue by releas- 
ing all pol itical prisoners (and) 
clearly defining the political 
and organisational subjects ro 
debate.” 'The intensification of 
Israeli settlements, particularly 
in Jerusalem, demands that all 
the Palestinian forces work 
seriously and responsibly to 
reunite the ranks for the higher 
Palestinian interest,” he said in 
a statement. 

Maher Taber, spokesman for 
the Damascus-based PFLP. 
called for the release of two 
members of its political office 
who were jailed more than a 
month ago in the West Bank 
town of Jericho. 

The two, Ahmad Saadat and 
Mahmoud Fannun. also mem- 
bers of the Palestinian parlia- 


ment, have launched a hunger 
strike to protest at their deten- 
tion, Mr. Taber said. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) and the 
Islamic Jihad movements said 
meanwhile they intended tak- 
ing part in the municipal elec- 
tions due to be held in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip in June or 

July. 

“Hamas will be present in 
the towns, the villages and the 
refugee camps in our own 
name," Hamas official Mah- 
moud A1 Zahar told the Pales- 
tinian newspaper AI Hawal A1 
Jadeeda. 

Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
carried out a string of anti- 
Israeli suicide bombings 
which left 58 dead in February 
and March last year. 


Kabariti receives Tunisian message 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister and Minister of 
Defence Abdul Karim Kabariti on Saturday received a 
message from Tunisian Defence Minister Al Habib Ben 
Yahya. The message focused on bilateral relations and 
means to promote them. 


Arafat to visit Morocco 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat is to visit Morocco on Tuesday for talks with King j 
Hassan H, officials here said Mr. Arafat will discuss with j 
the king “Israel’s settlement of Jerusalem, which is a 1 
direct threat to the peace process,” Palestinian Labour 
Minister Samir Gosheh said. King Hassan is the presi- 
dent of the Jerusalem Committee of the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference. Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's plans to incrase Jewish settlements in Arab 
East Jerusalem and other Palestinian territories are 
expected to be key topic for discussion between Mr. 
Arafat and King Hassan. 

Iranian oil minister visits Kuwait 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Iranian Oil Minister Gho- , 
lamreza Aqazadeh began a two-day visit here on Sarur - 1 
day canying a message for the Kuwaiti emir from the 
Iranian government, the official news agency KUNA 1 
reported Mr. Aqazadeh will deliver an oral message to 
Sheikh Jaber AI Ahmad Al Sabah from Iranian President 
Ali Akbar Has be mi Rafsanjani concerning “bilateral 
cooperation, particularly in the area of oil,” KUNA 
reported Mr. Aqazadeh, who was invited by his Kuwaiti 
counterpart Isa Al Mazidi, told reporters thar the issue of 
sea borders between Iran and Kuwait is “one of the sub- 
jects which will be exchanged between the two sides dur- 
ing the discussions ” 


Kabariti, in talks with 
Darawsheh, reaffirms stand 


(Continued from page 1) 

stand regarding the settle- 
ments and said Jordan 
would do all it can to dis- 
suade Israel from execut- 
ing settlement plans.' 

Mr. Darawsheh told a 
gathering at Jordan 
Inter. Continental Hotel 
that the Palestinians 
deeply appreciate His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
support to help them 
establish their indepen- 
dent state with Jerusalem 
as its capital. 

In his remarks at the 
gathering, hosted by the 
Amman and Philadelphia 
Rotary clubs. Mr. 


Darawsheh lauded the 
King’s efforts to help the 
Palestinians regain their 
rights and establish their 
state in Palestine. 

Reviewing the condi- 
tions of Palestinian peo- 
ple, Mr. Darawsheh 
noted that the number of 
Israeli Arabs rose from 
140.000 in 1948 to around 
one million at present He 
said coexistence between 
Arabs and Jews is possi- 
ble. provided the Jewish 
state renounces its settle- 
ment policy and occupa- 
tion of other people’s 
lands. 


(Continued from page 1) 

"We are neighbours and we 
have to respect one another 
(in our) culture, education 
and many fields...." said the 
minister, whom many Israelis 
see as a future prime minister. 
"I respect very much King 
Hussein and his family, how 
they are managing and how 
they are serving the Jordanian 
Kingdom. 

"In my eyes, Jordan is the 
bridge between Israel and 
Syria, between Israel and Iraq 
and other countries, Jordan 
can be highly influential in 
making changes in the 
region...! believe that we can 
oust one another and under- 
stand one another. ..and open a 
very warm line between the 
defence sides of the two . 
countries...,” be added. 

Asked how he perceived 
Jordanian sentiments vis-a- 
vis ihe peace process, particu- 
larly on the Palestinian-lsraeli 
track, and ihe points of dis- 
agreements such as settle- 
ments and Jerusalem. Mr. 
Mordechai played down the 
differences between the two 
countries. 

"We understand how the 
Jordanian society is," he said, 
looking very relaxed and 
enthusiastic when it came to 
discussing relations with Jor- 
dan. ”We know that there is 
opposition to peace. It is not 
only in Jordan but also in 
Israel.” 

But. he said, the Israeli gov- 
ernment was "determined to 
move with the peace process. 
But there are a lot of obstacles 
with the Palestinians inside 
and outside the West Bank. 
Bui people have to under- 
stand what both sides want 
and we have to talk to each 
other. We may not agree on 
some of the subjects.” 

Mr. Mordechai, who was 
expected to visit Jordan this 
week but delayed the trip 
because Prime Minister 
Netanyhau was coming here 
on Sunday, agreed that the 
status of Arab East Jerusalem 
was one of the issues of dis- 
agreement between Jordan 
and Israel. 

But he maintained the 
Israeli stand that "Jerusalem 
is the capital of Israel (which) 
holds the rights of all reli- 
gions” and that there cannot 


be any compromise over this 
issue. 

At the same time, Israel is 
ready to keep the Holy City 
open "to all religions,” he 
said, in an implicit reference 
to Jordan's calls that the reli- 
gious rights of all faiths 
should be preserved in 
Jerusalem. 

Another disagreement, he 
said, was the issue of Jewish 
settlements in the West Bank, 
but argued that Israel had 
every right to build in the ter- 
ritory. 

"There is a large number of 
people in Israel who believe, 
historically and ideological- 
ly-that all the area belongs to 
Israel." said Mr. Mordechai. 
"On the other side there are 
the Palestinians who are liv- 
ing in the area who also have 
(he same idea (that the land is 
theirs). 

"So we have to find how we 
can give the rights to the 
Palestinians, give them auton- 
omy. give them more than 
they ever had in their history. 
At the same time, we have a 
right to security for Jews to 
live in Judea and Samaria (the 
West Bank), like the Pales- 
tinians have a right to live 
ihere." 

The key to solving the prob- 
lem, he said, is success in 
"understanding that the Pales- 
tinians and Jews can live 
together, can respect one 
another." 

"Then we can build a new 
situation, a new life in the 
area." he said, adding thai the 
process needed bard work. 

"We have to work hard, 
may be harder than we are 
working today, to find solu- 
tions for so many difficult 
problems thar will give some 
advantages to the Palestini- 
ans. to Jordan and some other 
(advantages) to Israel, to the 
Jews, so that we can live 
together without undermining 
the right of the other." said 
Mr. Mordechai. 

As to the Palestinian aspira- 
tions for an independent state. 
Mr. Mordechai said that at 
this point in time autonomy 
was all Israel was willing to 
gram the Palestinians. 

"We have to be honest." he 
said, adding that Israel would 
not allow the Palestinians to 
have an independent state 
with military capabilities, but 


all options remained open in 
the future. 

"We are not going to 
(allow) them to build arms so 
that they can damage the life 
of the Israeli state," he 
declared. "We are not going to 
give them all the rights" of an 
independent state. 

"But inside the territories, 
they can have all the rights." 
he added. 

In any case, he said, "we 
have to wail for the future. 
We have to build the life step 
by step. We don't have to 
decide now what will be in 
the future.. Let us move for- 
ward and let us build a bridge, 
a very strong bridge, that both 
sides can move forward to 
each other." 

Discussing the final shape 
of the Palestinian territories 
and possible Palestinian inde- 
pendence at this point, 
according to Mr. Mordechai. 
will be counter-productive. 

"What his berf-n achieved 
for peace in a long time can 
be damaged in a short time." 
he said. "I don't believe (in 
the theory’) that we have cap- 
tured something, we have ii 
and we are sure had -it for 
ever. Let us all use all our 
power to clear what we have 
and to move forward step by 
step with our fives." 

"If we want to wreck every- 
thing. then all we have to do is 
to come to the final problem 
right now" — the political 
shape of the Palestinian terri- 
tories. he warned. 

Asked specifically whether 
he. as defence minister, was 
willing to facilitate the flow 
of Jordanian goods through 
Israeli-held territory' without 
cumbersome security proce- 
dures that are slowing down 
trade, Mr. Mordechai adopted 
a broader approach. 

He said he would closely 
study all "commercial and 
security problems between 
Jordan and Israel" and that he 
wanted "to make it much 
more open and much more 
easier for the commercial 
movement from one side to 
another..." 

"I will do what is nec^ 
Buy." he promised. "And if j 
find other problems that I can 
help solve with our ministers, 
our people. 1 would like to be 
the sponsor for all the issues 
in support of Jordan." 
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ESCWA sees 
Jordan posting 
6.2% growth in ’97 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
U.N. Economic and Social 
Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA) Saturday 
forecast that Jordan will 
achieve a 6.2 per cent eco- 
nomic growth this year, an 
increase of one per cent over 
the growth registered in 
1996.' 

A report distributed to the 
various ESCWA member 
countries said that in real 
terms the gross domestic 
product for Jordan this year 
is estimated to reach $6,S57 
million, an increase of $400 
million over the Figure of 
last year’s and $1 billion 
above the 1994 figure. 

Most economic growth 
rates in other Arab countries 
were expected to achieve 
three to six per cent this year 
in comparison with Jordan’s 
expected 6.2 per cent, said 
the ESCWA report. 

The report commended 
Jordan's adoption and imple- 
mentation of an economic 
restructuring programme 
which reduced the country’s 
external debts and promoted 
the investment climate. 

The report further said that 
Jordan was bound to benefit 
from foreign and local 
investments, especially in 
the tourism industry and in 
the transport sector. 


The report noted that the 
recent accord between Iraq 
and the U.N. on the sale of 
oil-for-food and medicine 
was also bound to benefit 
Jordan most positively as ir 
gives the Kingdom the 
chance to help in their deliv- 
ery. 

The estimates about Jor- 
dan’s economic growth rates 
was contained in a compre- 
hensive report on Jordan, the 
United Arab Emirates. 
Bahrain. Saudi Arabia, 
Oman, Kuwait. Syria. 
Lebanon. Egypt and Yemen. 

It said that the inflation 
rate in Jordan last year did 
not exceed the six per cent 
level, the lowest in the Arab 
World except in the Gulf 
states. Inflation rates in 
non-Gulf Arab states ranged 
between 7.1 per cent in 
Egypt to 29 per cent in 
Yemen. 

Accoiding to the report 
Jordan's 1996 exports 
totalled around $1 billion, 
registering a 10.3 per cent 
increase over the 1995 fig- 
ure. 

The Kingdom also has 
succeeded in reducing the 
margin of deficit in its fiscal 
budgets in the past few 
years from 5.1 per cent in 
1995 to 4.6 per cent in 1996, 
ESCWA pointed out 


Iran’s oil revenues top $15b 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s 
oil revenues were S2.7 bil- 
lion higher than forecast 
for the first 10 months of 
the year beginning March 
20, central bank governor 
Mohsen Nurbakhsh has 
announced. 

In a news statement Mr. 
Nurbakhsh said the state's 
oil. receipts ijvere a -record 
$15.06 billion for the 10- 
month period. 

Budget forecasts antici- 
pated about S14 billion in 
oil receipts for the year. 

The higher revenues 
allowed Iran to boost its 
foreign-currency reserves 
by $2.2 billion , he said. 

However. Mohsen 

Yahyavi. the deputy chair- 
man of the Iranian parlia- 
ment’s oil subcommittee, 
told Abrar newspaper there 


had been little response to a 
dozen oil and gas projects 
put up for international bids 
by die oil ministry in 
August 1995. 

“Despite widespread 
arrangements by the min- 
istry, foreign contractors 
are not much interested in 
engaging in petroleum pro- . 
-jects in ban*-' he said. • h • ; 

Mr. Yahyavi blamed a 
general U.S. economic 
embargo on Iran imposed 
in June 1995 to punish the 
Islamic republic for its 
alleged support for interna- 
tional terrorism. 

In addition, the United 
States passed a law in 
August 1996 to penalise 
non-U. S. firms making 
investments of over $40 
million in Iran's oil or gas 
sector. 


ROME (R) — The director- 
general of the U.N. Food 
and Agriculture Organisa- 
tion (FAO) has frankly 
acknowledged his agency's 
reputation as a big bureau- 
cracy without a clear mis- 
sion, but insisted the situa- 
tion had improved. 

FAO, housed in a Fascist- 
era complex near Rome’s 
ancient Colosseum, has been 
singled out as an example of 
U.N. excesses. 

One of its biggest critics 


U.N. food agency claims reform progress 
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has been its biggest donor, 
the United States, which has 
withheld contributions to 
the U.N. and agencies such 
as FAO as it pushes for insti- 
tution-wide reform. 

Director-General Jacques 
Diouf, of Senegal, told a 
news conference called 
specifically to discuss 
reform that his efforts to 
streamline the agency and 
focus its mission had result- 
ed in savings of almost $25 
million in the 1996-97 bud- 


Oman nears opening its 
doors to foreign investors 


DUBAI (R) — Oman, the 
GulFs most libera] econo- 
my, is throwing open its 
doors to foreign investors 
with a new law, expected to 
be passed soon, allowing 
them up to 49 per cent own- 
ership in all listed firms. 

Brokers and financial ana- 
lysts said the sultanate, 
which in October took a 
step to lure overseas cash by 
streamlining taxes on for- 
eign and local firms, would 
issue the amendment to its 
foreign investment law 
within weeks. 

“A second royal decree is 
awaiting signature. It is due 
literally any day or week 
and will automatically open 
up all publicly quoted com- 
panies to 49 percent foreign 
ownership.” said David 
Andrews of Brokers Gulf 
Investment Services. 

“We think it will be 
passed very' soon. It will 
force all firms to allow 
investment from foreigners 
up to 49 per cent,” said 
Financial Services General 
Manager Waleed Nasser. 

In 1995. Oman raised the 
foreign participation ceiling 
from 49 to 65 per cent in 
special cases and 100 per 
cent in exceptional circum- 
stances. But this prompted 
few inflows because most 
companies’ articles do not 
allow 'foreign, ownership, 
and the then tax regime dis- 
criminated against firms 
with foreign shareholders. 

“We could not ask compa- 
nies before to amend their 
articles of association, 
because of the taxation law. 
Now that it has been 
amended we have asked all 
companies to include in 
their general assembly 
agendas to open up to for- 
eigners," said Muscat secu- 
rities market executive vice- 
president Ashraf AI Nab- 



ACROSS 
i Talk back 
5 Fu city 
10 Highlander 

14 Spoils erf war 

15 Cane or daddy 
start 

16 Mystery item 

17 Install in office * 

19 Garden 
showpiece 

20 Layer of skin 

21 Followers of 
pragmatism 

23 Edifice: abbr. 

26 Boorish person 

27 Pinniped 
X Diner 
34 Ninny 

37 Headland 

38 Forest spaces 

39 Linden or Prince 

40 Hebrew prophet 

41 Memento 

42 Scarlett's place 

43 Permit 

44 Indicate 

45 English river 

46 Residue 

47 Emulated Pisa’s 
tower 

43 Hawaiian goose 
49 Whitney or 
WaJiach 

51 Mao’s successor 
53 Producing in 
great 

abundance 
58 Medieval 
steward 

62 Ponselle of 
opera 

63 Like a dark 
horse 

66 Take — view of 

67 Ray 

68 Fairy tale bad 
guy 

69 Tableland 

70 Long-bodied 
cats 

71 A Penn 
DOWN 

1 Moved smoothly 

2 First-rate 

3 Fly high ■ 

4 Fattens 



by Alan Olschwang 


5 School letters 

6 Mongrel 

7 Culture medium 
6 Recent 

9 Code or way 
start 

10 A paper 
currency 

11 Near miss 

12 Remove from 
office 

13 Daly aids 
18 Lass - 
22 Songs 

24 Stage 

25 Lead ore 

27 Milan's La — 

28 Renowned chair 
designer 

29 ExaAed example 
31. Eagle's daw 

32 Redacted 

33 Ebb 

35 Home run Henry 

36 Carpenter’s tod 
42 Hybrid citruses 
44 552 
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50 Alpaca’s cousin 

52 Gun gp. 

53 Baby buggy 

54 Traveled 

55 Melt 

56 Black 


57 Scorch 
59 Verge 

X Miles of movies 
-61 “East of — " 

64 Greek letter 

65 Legal thing 


hany. 

But the new investment 
law will mean “companies 
won't have to wait for 
shareholders' meetings to 
approve the amendment of 
articles of association," Mr. 
Nasser said by telephone 
from Muscat. 

Sitting at the eastern edge 
of the Arabian Peninsula, 
the small independent oil 
producer is trying to diver- 
sify its economy away from 
reliance on the 850.000- 
900,000 barrels it pumps 
daily. 

A top priority is to attract 
foreign investment and 
unlike many big oil produc- 
ers in the region, Oman 
already allows foreign firms 
a stake in its oil fields. 

But outside the oil sector 
overseas capital is scarce. 
Foreigners, other than 
nationals of the five other 
Gulf states, have invested in 
only 13 of the 97 listed 
stocks. Most of the rest of 
the foreign cash goes to 
three Omani mutual funds. 

Only about 10 per cent of 
the eight-year-old market's 
total capitalisation of 1.62 
billion ($43 billion) is for- 
eign money. 

Brokers are looking for- 
ward to increased foreign 
business and say some big 
funds have already started 
investing in Oman. 

“It is going to make a big 
difference. Already, some 
serious foreign investors are 
looking around. Big banks 
and fund managers see 
Oman as a small emerging 
market." said Mr. Andrews. 

British Bank of the Mid- 
dle East, part of HSBC 
Holdings PLC, recently 
introduced custodian ser- 
vices in Oman ahead of the 
more liberal laws, senior 
manager Steve Page said. 

“There has already been a 
substantial increase in the 
number of transactions we 
handle for (foreign) 
clients." Mr. Page added. 

Despite the changes, ana- 
lysts said there were still 
hurdles. 


geL 

He said the agency's 
1996-97 budget is $650 mil- 
lion, while the 1994-95 bud- 
get had been $673 million. 

These savings had been 
realised through cutting 456 
jobs from a staff of 4,185 
and other cost-controlling 
measures such as less travel, 
fewer and shorter meetings, 
fewer publications and 
shorter documents, the 
agency said. 

A FAO statement distrib- 
uted at the news conference 
noted “past organisational 
weaknesses, including a 
centralised. cumbersome 
bureaucracy and a lack of 
focus” and said FAO had 
been “radically changed.” 

Mr. Diouf. who has head- 


ed the agency since 1994, 
ran for the office on a 
reform platform and has 
made decentralisation one 
of his main missions, mov- 
ing staff from Rome to field 
offices. 

“FAO has had to reform 
itself becuase the world has 
changed. What was right 30 
or 50 years ago isn't right 
any more." he said, noting 
the end of the cold war, mar- 
ket globalisation and 
advances in information 
technology. 

Mr. Diouf said he did not 
know whether the budget 
cuts would be enough to 
convince the U.S. to pay the 
$95 million it owes FAO for 
past contributions. 

“We have not had these 


discussions with the U.S.. 
he said. “What I have read 
in the newspapers is that the 
Clinton administration has 
requested from Congress 
$100 million to pay the 
U.N., the FAO included.” 

“The U.S. was pleased 
with many of the changes 
(at FAO).. .naturally some 
would like for us to do even 
more, to cut our budget even 
more.” Mr. Diouf added. 

FAO was founded some 
50 years ago with the mis- 
sion to help the world feed 
itself. It researches issues 
relating to nutrition, agricul- 
ture. fisheries and forestry 
and disseminates the infor- 
mation to its 174 member 
countries. 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
FOR SUNDAY, 

FEBRUARY 23. 1997" 

By Thomas S. Pidtson, 
Astrologer. Car roll 
Righier Foundation Z' : 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Focus your 
attention today on mate 
ing your career activities 
more efficient and pros- 
perous. Show your mate 
how devoted you arc latjH: 
this evening: a little gi& 
would go a long wag 
towards proving this; 
point. .T 

TAURUS: (April 20 
May 20) Any favours you 
do today will be paiitj' 
back tenfold, so maKl 
every effort to do what 
others desire. Decide otra 
way later this evening to 
get" more pleasure frolh 
your recreational activi- 
ties and vou can relax. 
GEMINI: (May 21 tp 
June 21) This is a good 
time today to improve ttte 
appearance of your home, 
so that you can increase 
its value beauty. Haw 
some guests in later this 
evening and show fhegrj 
what a wonderful hqst- 
you are. 

'MOON CHILDREN? 
(June 22 to July 21) YSfi 
can take a short trip today, 
if it's for a good reasoi. 
however be very careful 
while driving on the 
highway to avoid any dtf- 
ficulties. Be thoughtful of 
your relatives and show 
that you appreciate them 
being in your life. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
2 1 ) Reading the newspa- 
per carefully today will 
reveal some wonderful 
opportunities to increase 
your income. A posses- 
sion of yours may be 
worth much money, so 
get it properly researched 
for its place of origin. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You may 
have a tendency today to 
take things personally, 
however don’t let your 
/temper ge^j from 

i you or there could be dif- 
ficulties present. Use 
your intellect if you dis- 
agree rather than purely 
emotional tendencies. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) This will 
be a very romantic 
evening for you and your 
mate, so make the best of 
a .good situation. Be 
thoughtful and consider- 
ate of him or her and this 
will be a wonderfully 
happy day for you both 
for that days ahead. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Get 
together with some close 
friends today who can 
help you to get your 
social life in better order. 
Be sure to pay any impor- 
tant biUs on time, thereby 
avoiding any late charges 
or other adverse action. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 
21) You’ll make some 
new friends today who 
can help you in business 
in the days ahead, so 
make every effort to 
show kindness to them. 
Handle a community 
affair later this evening 
which is your responsi- 
bility. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Avoid a friend today who 
is usually helpful howev- 
er wonts nothing more 
than to waste your time 
and make vour career 
activities ' difficult. 
Labour on a new budget 
which will make your 
financial conditions more 
prosperous. 

AQUARIUS; (January 
41 to February 19) Study 
tfic promises you've 
made today, and set up a 
schedule to make sure 
you keep them. Be sure to 
arnve on time for a social 
engagement and this will 
indicate to bigwigs that 
you are dependable and 
prompt. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) This is a good 
tiay today to come to an 
understanding with a fel- 
low associate who is usu- 
ally stubborn. Pay atten- 
fron to details concerning 
career activities and 
make a good impression 
upon those in authority, 

Birthstone of February: 
Amethyst — Onyx. 
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Soaring stock prices put Egypt funds in limelight 


CAIRO (R) — Record stock 
prices on the Cairo bourse 
have made a star out of 
Egyptian mutual funds as 
way investors waiting for 
the inevitable correction 
gravitate towards the lower- 
risk returns, fund managers 
say. 

Capital inflows have 
helped drive the market 
beyond the 400 point level 
and into record territory in 


the past month. On Sunday, 
the Capital Market Authori- 
ty (CMA) all-share index 
closed at a record 41S.28 
points, its 19th highest level 
in a row and a 41 per cent 
increase from beginnine-of- 
year levels. 

In the whole of 1996, the 
market rose 393 per cent 

“The market won’t stay 
like this forever.” said 
Hi sham Akram, assistant 



Tens of thousands have not paid 
their electricity bills 

** THE JORDAN Electric Power Company (JEPCO) will 
continue disconnecring electricity of all subscribers who 
haw not settled their bills to the company for a whole 
month, JEPCO’s financial manager Ayman Abu Shanab 
said. He indicated that many subscribers have rushed to 
pay their dues but Mr. Abu Shanab noted that the number 
of those who have not yet settled their obligations runs into 
tens of thousands. 

Mr. Abu Shanab revealed that JEPCO was under the 
obligation to pay JD22 million to the National Electric 
Power Company (NEPCO) for power purchased from the 
firm that was known as the Jordan Electricity Authority' 
until it was privatised and changed its name last year. The 
financial manager explained that his company pays JD7 
million each month for the power supplied by NEPCO 
which imposes 1 2 per cent interest on any amount not paid 
on time by JEPCO. 

According to the JEPCO official, the company is bur- 
dened by loans from local banks and by foreign credits and 
if subscribers do not make quick settlement of their dues,” 
JEPCO will not be able to honour its obligations which 
amount to JD100 million each year including JDS million 
in salaries to employees and workers.” 

An official source at JEPCO affirmed that the JEPCO 
had written to the prime minister and the ministers of ener- 
gy and finance demanding payment for the government’s 
electricity consumption. A proposal to make a reconcilia- 
tion of accounts with NEPCO was rejected by the Ministry 
of Finance {A1 Dustour). 

New companies seeks AFM list 

** SEVEN NEW public shareholding companies have 
submined requirements for listing at the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM), a press release by the stock exchange has 
said. 

According to the press release the. authorised capital of. 
those companies totaB-JD53.2 million. 

Meanwhile. Jordamwill thke part in the meetings of the 
working committee of the Federal European and Asian 
Stock Exchange (FEAS) which will be held in Istanbul, 
Turkey on Monday. 

The two-day meetings will discuss various topics of 
interest to professionals in stock exchanges. Among the 
issues topping the meeting’s agenda are the regulations 
related to disclosure requirements, detection methods and 
legislation governing inside trading in addition to technol- 
ogy issues particularly those related to software develop- 
ments and their applications in trading procedures and sur- 
veillance. 

The head of the Legal Department and a computer ana- 
lyst will represent the AFM at the FEAS meetings. 

Meanwhile, the AFM has set a programme to upgrade 
the English language skills of the AFM’s entire staff. The 
programme, which is to be held in cooperation with the 
British Council, will be tailored to meet the professional 
needs of the staff and enhance their communication skills 
with the global environment in this regard. 
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“My diet says I should chew every bite 
100 times, so 1 added bubble gum 
to the stew." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

s by H«nri Arnold and MBw Aigfcfon , 


Unscramble mesa four JumWas, 
one letter to each square, lo form 
tour onfinary w ords. 

VALIT I 


eWttmUt«3«HcM.te 


Wei be them 
In 13 hams 


'fea 1 sa 90 .il 
look 12 days 


UPCOE 


CUBDAT 


RETOAT 


4nswer: w J H 


HOW A MOPS^N 
rancher gets HIS 
STES2S TO MARKET 

; — ^ 

Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

JunttSS AWARD CHAFE HYMNAL GYRATE 
answer What the transplant brought thacaidlsc 

patient - A CHANGE OF HEART 


portfolio manager at Her- 
mes Financial Management 
who run the Delta Fund, a 
close-ended growth fund 
which is one of the best per- 
forming on the markeL 

Proponents of the 15 funds 
which trade Egyptian secu- 
rities say they offer a good 
way for nationals or foreign- 
ers to invest their money in a 
spread of Egyptian stocks. 

CMA regulations that stip- 
ulate funds can only invest 
25 per cent of their portfolio 
in one sector and up to 10 
per cent in a particular firm 
make for a diversified port- 
folio that cushions unit hold- 
ers, fund managers say. 

They said that although 
prices of certain privatisa- 
tion stocks have more than 
doubled in the few months 
after they were offered by 
the state, investors are slow- 
ly realising that accumulat- 
ed returns are better value 
for their money. 

“People are beginning to 


realise that it’s better to be 
less greedy and not go for 
the 300 per cent return that 
individual stocks offer and 
stick with the more steady 
and guaranteed return of 
funds.” a prominent fund 
manager said. 

The’ funds, with annu- 
alised returns of up to 51.7 
per cent, are also drawing 
the more conservative 
crowd accustomed to 
putting their money in the 
bank and waiting for the 
interest, currently at nine per 
cent for large six-month 
deposits. 

The average yield on 
Egyptian treasury' bills has 
also fallen to a fraction 
under 10 per cent, which 
just makes the funds more 
lucrative. 

"Investing on the stock 
exchange seriously is a full- 
time occupation,” said one 
investor with holdings in 
both funds and shares. 
"Funds definitely involve 


less work than shares." 

Analysts say that the total 
fund holdings represent 
about three billion pounds 
(S88G million) out of the 
market’s 38 billion pound 
capitalisation, leaving ample 
room for more funds to set 
up shop in Egyptian securi- 
ties. 

Investors can now choose 
from income, growth, open- 
ended or close-ended funds 
in Egypt and offshore. Most 
are run by brokerage houses 
or banks, but last year saw 
several international securi- 
ties houses investing in 
Egypt. 

In 1996, Concord and the 
state's National Bank of 
Egypt set up the S46 million 
Concord Fund, which was 
promoted by HSBC James 
Capel. SBC Warburg and 
Lazard F re res raised $74 
million for the Egypt Trust 
and local brokerage EFG- 
Hermes helped raise S43 
million for the Egypt Fund. 


"The market is just ripe for 
mutual funds and they have 
a long way to eo. Saudi Ara- 
bia has about 80 mutual 
funds investing in their mar- 
ket. which is certainly 
smaller than ours," said 
Mohammad Maher of Prime 
Investments, which runs the 
100 million pound Societe 
Arabe Internationale du 
Banque Fund. 

He said the funds have 
largely taken over the role of 
the Islamic investment 
houses of the 19SOs, but 
people are realising that they 
are definitely more reliable. 

Millions of Egyptians lost 
their life savings after the 
houses were shut down by 
the prosecutor for shady 
dealings. 

“People had no faith in 
institutions but now we’re 
slowly gaining their trust. 
Funds are less risk, the 
yields are higher and they 
have a stabilising effect on 
the market." he said. 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 
HOUSING BANK CENTE R AMMAN - SHME1SANI 
TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SATURDAY 22/02/1997 


PAST^lZ 

MONTHS 

uW 

COMPANY’S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

266.000 

205.000 

ARAB BANK 

14.3 

1.3: 

2.IOO 

1.900 

JOR. NATIONAL BK. 

E 

0 .00 

2.630 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DEV.BK. 

5.3 

5.97 

5.250 

4.250 

THE HOUSING BK. 

12.6 

2.94 

2.950 

2.440 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

19.9 

0.00 

1.090 

.880 

JOR. GULF BANE 

5.4 

7.78 

3.670 

3.4S0 

ARAB JOR.IHV.BK. 

19.6 

0.00 

4.190 

3.480 

JOR. ISLAMIC BASK 

IB. 4 

0.00 

5-150 

4.450 

ARAB BANKING CO. 

25.8 

0.00 

2.440 

1.000 

PHILADEL.ZNV.BK. 

9 

0.00 




close a:* 
PRICE 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 199.16 ZCHGi -0-20 

+ 3.100 2-950 NATL-AHLIA INSUR. 3.7 5. 

INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 120.16 *CHG: 0.00 


2. BO .15- 


JOS. ELECTRIC PWR. 

11.6 

7.19 

ARAB INTL. HOTELS 

17.2 

2.95 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

g 

0.00 

REAL ESTATE XNV. 

21.3 

3.88 

MID. EAST HOTELS 

66. B 

0.00 

ARAB IKTL. INV.EDUC. 

13.4 

5.88 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

g 

0.00 

UNION LAND DEV. 

E 

0.00 


SERVICZ SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 110.02 *CHC: -C 


3.730 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

19.9 

2.87 

6.100 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

18.2 

3.33 

10.400 

B.720 

JOR. PETROL. KEF ntAOT 

10.1 

a. oo 

1.590 

1.150 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

99.1 

0.00 

3.520 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COMM. AG R. 

36.0 

o.oa 

4.500 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM. HANF- 

20.8 

5.28 

2.310 

1-570 

J0R.PZPE5 MANFCT. 

9.0 

7.41 

7.050 

4.250 

DAR ALDAHA DV.INV. 

13.4 

4.08 

5.800 

3.130 

ARAB ALUM. 2ND. 

8.9 

8.33 

^ .,960 
1.020 

„ .450 

.^LI VESTOCJL i_?OULTRr 

.... 9 

0.00 

.540 

NATIONAL IND3. 

9.6 

9.23 

1.540 

.930 

. .ZNTERMZD.PETRO.CBEM. 

g 

0.00 

1.670 

1.080 ■ 

'ARAB PHARM. CHEH- 

28.8 

0.00 

» 9*0 

1.440 

tntrv. MOON.INDS. 

5.2 

11.70 

1.840 

1.140 

JOR . XNDS . RESOURCES 

17.1 

0.00 

1.270 

.840 

JOR. NEW CABLE 00. 

25.0 

0.00 

1.370 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

28.7 

0.00 

1.470 

.930 

UNION CH- G VEG. 

24.6 

0.00 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 118.46 *CHG: +0.27 
GRAND TOTAL INDEX* 156.23 *CHG: -0.04 


258 181244 




PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE 

PRICE LIST 

FOR 

SATURDAY 

22/02/1997 




.790 

.500 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

14.4 

0.00 

6 

3050 

1647 

.54 

.54 

- 

.850 

.700 

ONION INV. 50* 

67.9 

0.00 

12 

5136 

1077 

.72 

.71 

01- 

.910 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

11 

27000 

12150 

-46 

.45 

01- 

4 .640 

.260 

JOR. I HD S. HATCH -JEM CO 

9 

0.00 

2 

1500 

376 

.26 

.25 

.01- 

1.690 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

E 

0.00 

1 

1000 

1410 

1.41 

1.41 

— 

.690 

.450 

ARAB INTL. INV. TRO. 

9 

a. oo 

2 

1250 

588 

.4B 

.47 

.01- 

.820 

.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

5 

5100 

275S 

.56 

.54 

.02- 

.880 

.400 

NATL. MULT. ENG. NAMICO 

S 

0.00 

5 

4800 

2352 

.50 

.49 

.01- 


.430 

ARAB ELECT. I ND 5. 

P 

a. oo 

2 

10000 

5050 

.50 

.51 

-01* 

.570 

RAZZ PHARM. 65* 

E 

0.00 

3 

2160 

540 

.61 

.60 

.01- 

.730 

.390 

XKDS. -ENG. 

27.1 

0.00 

10 

18050 

7942 

.45 

.44 

.01- 

.950 

.530 

KID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.7 

0.00 

7 

3700 

2442 

■ 6B 

.66 

.02- 

GRAND TOTAL 





66 

82746 

38329 J® 


. 
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Tietmeyer sees low 
rates on capital 
markets for some time 


FRANKFURT (AFP) — 
Rales on the international 
capital markets could 
remain relatively low for a 
rather long period, and 
could even go lower. Bun- 
desbank President Hans 
Tietmeyer has said . 

In a speech given in 
Freiburg (southwest Ger- 
many), the Bundesbank 
chief said that "the growing 
discipline of the non-mone- 
tary factors . . - would 
enable the central banks to 
maintain relatively low key 
interest rates for a longer 
period." 

"And. more importantly, 
the rates on the capital mar- 
ket could Slav at a low level 


for a longer time, or could 
even drop further." ho 
added.. 

The central banker said 
nun-monetary factors 
inciuJc budgetary policies 
and social policies, espe- 
cially in connection with 
wages. 

He noted that globalisa- 
tion of the financial mar- 
kets acts as a kind of moni- 
toring of national financial 
policies and "forces coun- 
tries to observe discipline”. 
A country pursuing too 
loose a debt policy may 
well find itself sanctioned 
by the markets, the Bundes- 
bank leader said 


Qatar shares reap 
healthy profits 


DOHA (R) — Investors on 
Qatar’s unofficial stock 
exchange reaped healthy 
profits in I99b. with the 
year seeing a steady rise in 
share market values, bro- 
kers have said. 

"The returns varied wide- 
ly, but IS per cent is the 
average an investor made 
in 199b,” said Mu/in A1 
Shakarchi, assistant general 
manager of treasury and 
investments at the Com- 
mercial Bank of Qatar 
ICBQ). 

Mr. A1 Shakarchi said the 
outlook for 1997 looked 
even brighter, with an 
anticipated move to an offi- 
cial bourse and electronic 
trading by April. 

“This will attract more 
investors, resulting in a 
considerable increase in 
trading volumes." he told 
Reuters. 

He said gains on Qatar's 
bourse in 1996 came from 
about 1 1 .5 per cent average 
increase in shares’ market 


Millie, and an axerage »»f ft. 5 
per cent cash di\ idends dis- 
tributed u« shareholders on 
the previous year’s profits. 

The CBQ's lS-%hare 
index rose 12 N 1 * points in 
the year to 12b.32 on Jan 
1. |9*»7. front 113.43 on 
Jan. 1. |W6 

Die best performers 
according to a C'BQ year- 
end study were Qatar Gen- 
eral Insurance. Qatar Cine- 
ma. Qatar National Bank 
and Qatar Nav igation. 

Dealers said high liquidi- 
ty and a general upturn in 
the economic climate 
helped the market. 

Qatar is a small oil pro- 
ducer within the Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries cOPECi. but 
it possesses the world's 
third largest gas reserves 
and has one of the world's 
highest per capita incomes, 
estimated by the 
International Monctarv 
Fund in 1995 at S22.0U0. ' 


European Commission 
proposes tax on telephone 
callback services 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — The 
European Commission has 
adopted proposals to apply sales 
tax to so-called ■‘callback" and 
other telephone services provid- 
ed by operators based in coun- 
tries outside the European Union 
«EUl 

Such services route calls 
through low-cosi billing centres 
enabling consumers to make 
cheap international calls. 

The move to apply value 
added tax (VATi. which would 
increase bills by between 15 and 
20 per cent depending on the EU 
country in which the customer is 


bused, follows protests from 
European telephone companies. 

These companies are losing 
market share to North American 
rivals offering the cut-price ser- 
vices. EU governments, anxious 
about the kiss of tax revenues, 
have also protested. 

The proposed legislation must 
be approved by all 15 EL 1 states 
in order to become taw. Introduc- 
tion of the new measure is sched- 
uled for Jan. I. IVdy hut under 
"fast-track” legislative pnve- 
dures EU states could he autho- 
rised to apply VAT within a mai- 
tcrof months. 


J ord an Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 

* We have many villas and I 
semi villas furnished or ; 
l unfurnished for rent. J 
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CRySlAl / 

Quality Serviced Suites 

• One ft Two Bedrooms • Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


STUDIO HRIG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 

20 x 30 cm. 

Shmeisani - Opposite 

Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 
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- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL KfUj® 

■ SAUNA. JACUZZI 
MASSAGE ]■ ■ 

- FITNESS ROOM jH| 

- TENNIS & SQUASH 

COURTS ^ « 

TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 


•CLEANING SERVICES 

HfiMEOFFICTS 
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HEATING SYSTEM Si; . 
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DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
I* Sushi 



GIo FOR 
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Prince Abdullah to attend Arab Champions Cup 

Faisali keep up training camp as ASF praises Jordan ’s participation 


By Mufeed Hassouneh 
in Casablanca and 
Aleen Bannayan 
in Amman 

AS AL FAISALI prepare 
to compete in the 3rd Arab 
Champions Cup which 
starts in Casablanca, 
Morocco. Feb. 27 the del- 
egation was delighted ro 
receive news that HRH 
Prince Abdullah, presi- 
dent of the Jordan Soccer 
Federation iJSFi, would 
be attending the champi- 
onship on an invitation 
from the Arab Soccer 
Federation (ASF). 

The organisers have also 
invited "FIFA President 
Joao Havelange. Asian 
Football chief Sultan 
Ahmad Shah. African 
Football Chief Issa 
Hayatou, and Egyptian 
Football Chairman Samir 
Zaher. 

A1 Faisali will be the 
first Jordanian team to 
participate in the elite 
event which groups top 


four Arab teams: Arab 
League Champions 
Egypt’s A1 Ahli, runners- 
up Morocco’s A1 Raja. 
Arab Cup Winners Cup 
champions Olympic 
Khreibkeh and A1 Faisali 
who qualified after finish- 
ing in second place after 
Khreibkeh in the Arab 
Cup Winners Cup which 
was held in Amman last 
summer. 

In previous matches 
between participating 
teams A1 Faisali drew 1-1 
with Khreibkeh in 
Amman in the first round 
of the Cup Winners Cup 
and lost 3-1 in the final in 
Riyadh. They lost 1-0 to 
Egypt's AJ Ahli in Cairo. 

ASF secretary -general 
Othman Sa’ad Saturday 
told a press conference 
that the oiganisers highly 
appreciated Prince 

Abdullah's attendance 
and highly praised 
Jordan’s participation not- 
ing that the ASF consid- 
ered A1 Faisali to be the 


team to watch. 

He said that the Arab 
Champions Cup aimed at 
naming the best Arab 
team as the event groups 
the top two teams of the 
Cup Winners Cup and 
League Champions. 

Mr. Sa'ad said the ASF's 
agenda for 1997 included 
the Arab Cup in Qatar 
with the participation of 
8-10 teams and a possible 
Arab soccer seminar in 
Amman hosted by the 
Jordan Sports and Youth 
Information Federation. 

Meanwhile the ASF 
announced that significant 
cash prizes would be 
awarded to the participat- 
ing teams with the winner 
receiving $50,000. the 
runner-up $25,000. the 
third place finisher 
SI 5,000 and the fourth 
team S 10 , 000 . 

In addition, the Prince 
Faisal trophy and prize 
will be awarded to the 
ideal team. Each team 
will start the champi- 


onship with 20 points; 
Two points will be 
deducted for each yellow 
card booking and 6 points 
for each suspension. 
There will also be prizes 
for top scorer, top goalie 
and best player. 

Hosts. Ai Raja’ will 
receive $50,000 for their 
organisation. Mr. Sa’ad 
added that the champi- 
onship's matches would 
be televised to all Arab 
countries. 

Al Faisali will be play- 
ing Egypt's Al Ahli in the 
opening match at 8 : p.m. 
followed by the 
Khreibkeh-Raja' match. 

Al Faisali's delegation 
had left Amman 
Wednesday to conclude 
their preparation with a 
five-day training camp in 
Casablanca prior to the 
start of the tournament. 

The team will have a 
friendly match with the 
Bank of Morocco today 
and probably face a still 
unnamed first division 


team Monday. 

As part of the prepara- 
tion, AI Faisali hosted 
Romania’s Jiul Petrosani 
and had two matches in 
Amman losing 1-0 and 
winning 2-1 during the 
Ramadan holiday 

Al Faisali's 29-member 
delegation includes play- 
ers: Anis Shafiq, Walid 
Abu Hrneid. Freidon 
Saeed. Mohannad 

Mahadin. Ahmad Khalil. 
Firas Khalaileh, Ali Zu'bi. 
Ihab Nasr. Rami Abu 
Fanar. Osama Talol. Rateb 
AwadaL Ziyad Abu 
Shanab. Jamal Abu Abed. 
Subhi Suleiman. 

Hassuneh Sheikh, Hatem 
Aqel, Haitham Shboul. 
Jiryes Tadros. Mahmoud 
Matar. Ja'far Hammad. 
Mansour Tawaibah. Raed 
Jbour. 


Blaylock last-second shot 
lifts Hawks past Rockets 


ATLANTA <R) — 

Mookie Blaylock’s 15- 
fooi jumper with one- 
tenth of a second remain- 
ing lifted the Atlanta 
Hawks to a 76-74 victory 
over the Houston Rockets 
Friday. 

With the score 74-74, 
Blaylock forced Rockets 
guard Brent Price into a 
1 0 -second violation when 
he couldn’t get the ball 
over halfcourt at the 14.4- 
second mark. 

After a timeout. Price 
fouled Blaylock with 
seven seconds to play. 
Blaylock received the 
inbounds pass, cut to his 
■ - left and put up a 1 5-footer 
hO 20 ver Prices for the game- 
winning basket. 

"We wanted the ball in 
his hands.” said Hawks 
coach Lenny WUkens. 

Blaylock finished with 
17 points and Christian 
Laettner added 16 for 
Atlanta, which improved 
to 22-2 at home and 
avenged Monday's 127- 
98 debacle at Houston. 

"We really wanted to 
show Houston we're a 
better team than what 
happened Monday." said 
Hawks guard Steve 
Smith. 

Charles Barkley scored 
22 points for Houston, 
which has lost eight 
straight road games. 
Hakeem Olajuwon was 
held to nine points, two in 
the second half. 

“We blew the game, we 
just made u mistake.” said 
Barkley. “It’s all our 
faults. We win as a team, 
we lose as a team. We. we. 
we blew this one.” 

In Miami, the Portland 
Trail Blazers used a 23-2 
run bridging the third and 
fourth quarters and rallied 
from an II -point deficit 
for a 114-110 victory that 
snapped the Heat's fran- 
chise-record 1 1 -game 
winning streak. 

Rasheed Wallace scored 
25 points for Portland, 
which broke a six-game 
road losing streak. The 
Trail Blazers have won 1 S 
of 20 all-time meetings 
with Miami. 


injury. 

'This was the worst 
team that we could have 
played against back-to- 
back," Heat coach Pat 
Riley said. 'They're just 
very physical and we 
played as well as we 
could without *zo.” 

In Seattle. the 
Supersonics held New 
York without a field goal 
for nearly 10 minutes in 
the second half and got 17 
points apiece from Gary 
Payton and Terry 
Cummings in an 84-64 
rout of the Knicks. 

Seattle limited New 
York to a franchise-record 
20 field goals in ending, 
the Knicks' season-high 
seven-game winning 
streak. Seattle stretched 
its own winning streak to 
five and beat New York 
for the sixth time in seven 
meetings. The Knicks 
made only two field goals 
in the fourth quarter. 

At Washington. Michael 
Jordan scored 36 points as 
the Chicago Bulls beat the 
Bullets 103-99. 

Scottie Pippen added 28 
points and 10 rebounds 
for the Bulls, who defeat- 
ed the Bullets for the 
eighth straight time and 
have won five in a row 
overall. 

Juwan Howard had 25 
points and 10 rebounds 
and Rod Strickland 23 
points and nine assists for 
the Bullets, who played 
without injured All-Siar 
forward Chris Webber for 
the fifth straight game and 
have dropped eight of 
their last 10 . 

At Los Angeles. Elden 
Campbell scored 21 of his 
23 points in the second 
half and Eddie Jones also 
had 23 as die Lakers beat 
the Vancouver Grizzlies 
99-91. 

Los Angeles improved 
to 7-0 against the second- 
year Grizzlies. 

In Charlotte, Glen Rice 
scored 18 of his 29 points 
in the third quarter as the 
Hornets broke open a 
close game and went on to 
rout the Los Angeles 
Clippers 1 14-96. 



Atlanta Hawks Dikembe Mutombo holds his ground as Houston Rockets Hakeem 
Olajuwon tries to muscle his way past to the basket in first half action at the Omni in 
Atlanta. Atlanta defeated Houston 76-74 (Reuters photo) 


of the season as the 
Pistons posted their ninth 
straight win over the New 
Jersey Nets, 98-84. 

Hill finished with 19 
points. 1 3 assists and nine 
rebounds, leading the 
Ptive win. 

Newly acquired Jimmy 
Jackson led New Jersey 
with 23 points, nine 
rebounds and five assists, 
but the Nts fell to 0-2 
since Monday's nine- 
player trade with Dallas. 
Chris Gatling, acquired 


along with Jackson, added 
21 points. 

In Orlando, Penny 

Hardaway scored 22 
points and interim head 
coach Richie Adubato 
improved to 2-0 at the 
helm of the Magic, who 
outlasted the Denver 

Nuggets 99-86. 

Orlando aimed 23 
Denver turnovers into 38 
points. 

In Phoenix, Wesley 

Person scored 22 points 
and tied a career high with 


NBA RESULTS 


six three-pointers as the 
Suns beat the Cleveland 
Cavaliers 94-88, snapping 
a three-game losing 
streak. 

Cedric Ceballos had 20 
points and U rebounds 
and Kevin Johnson added 
20 points and seven 
assists for the Suns. 

In San Antonio, Carl 
Herrera had two key bas- 
kets in the final 80 sec- 
onds and finished with a 
career-high 24 points as 
the Spurs snapped a 
seven-game home losing 
streak with a 98-93 tri- 
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Chang and Martin to face off 
in Memphis semifinal 


MEMPHIS (R) — Top seed Michael 
Chang and third seed Todd Marun 
advanced to a semifinal showdown in me 
$825,000 Sl Jude tennis tournament with 
victories Friday. 

Thirteenth seed Jonas Bjorkman of 
Sweden and eighth seed Todd Woodbridge 
of Australia will meet in the other semi. 

Chang, one day before his 25th birthday 
on Saturday, earned his second straight 
Memphis semifinal with a 7-6 (7-4) 6-4 
win over seventh seed Richey Renebeig. 
Martin advanced with a 6-4 7-6 (7-3) win 
over new Zealand's Brett Steyen. 

In the other quarterfinals. Bjorkman elim- 
inated fifth seed Paul Haarhuis 6-3 6-4 and 
Woodbridge beat unseeded Jeff Tarango 6 - 
3 6-1. 

Chang’s match against Reneberg included 
uncharacteristic unforced errors by Chang, 
who left the court to practice briefly on a 
sidecourt. 

“I know every time I play Richie, it is 
going to be a battle," he said. “We've 
played quite a bit of times since I turned 
pro. It’s always a lot of grinding and run- 
ning around ... A lot of long rallies.” 

Reneberg's best opportunity to put Chang 
in trouble came in the first set when he had 
five break points with Chang serving at 4- 


5. He escaped the final break point on an 
unforced Reneberg return error, an ace and 
perhaps the best point of the match, an 
open-court volley to finish off an end-to- 

end rally. _ , . . , 

In the second set. Chang faced no break 
points and won the match when Renebeig 
volleyed wide on match point, 

“He is hard to beat,’" said Renebeig, who 
is 1-6 lifetime against Chang. "You have to 
hit good approaches and good volleys. You 
don't set anything against him without hit- 
unc good shots.” 

Martin, a finalist in Memphis the past four 
years, has one career victory' against Chang 
In five matches, but the lone win oune in 
Memphis. 

“I will have to return serve well and I’ll 
have to go take it to him.” Chang said of 
plaving Martin. ’Todd has a great record 
here and seems to play his best tennis here.” 
Martin, who is 23-3 in Memphis, won the 
tournament in 1994 and 1995. "One of the 
reasons l play well here is because it's 
early in the year and I'm fresh physically 
and mentally.” Martin said. 

The other semifinal features two of the 
Tour's hottest players. Bjorkman is 13-2 
this year and Woodbridge 11-1. and each 
has won a title this year. 


Davenport beats Capriati, Coetzer upset 


OKLAHOMA CITY (R) — 
Top-seeded Lindsay 

Davenport beat Jennifer 
Capriati while second-seed- 
ed Amanda Coetzer was 
upset by Italian Francesca 
Lubiana Friday in the quar- 
ter-finals of the $164,250 
IGA tennis classic. 

Davenport polished off 
the fifth-seeded Capriati 6-3 
6-4 while the UOth-ranked 
Lubiana shocked Coetzer, 
12 th in the rankings. 6-0 6 - 
4. 

Third seed Kimberly Po 
stopped Sandra Cacic 6-3 6 - 
3 and fourth seed Lisa 
Ravmond bested Pam 
Shriver 7-5 7-6 (7-1). 

Davenport will meet Po 
and Raymond will take on 
Lubiana in semifinals 
Saturday. 

Davenport, who is eighth 
« the .WTA rmikings but 
felt to Capriati "fit the semi- 
finals of the Sydney interna- 


tional in Australia, jumped 
to a 3-0 lead in the first sei 
before Capriati rallied to 
make it 3-2. 

Davenport then broke 
Capriati's serve and won 
three of the final four gomes 
for the 6-3 victory. 

Capriati. clearly the 
favourite of the capacity 
croud of 2.400 fans, 
jumped to a 2-0 lead in the 
second set. Davenport 
broke her serve again and 
evened the match at 2 - 2 . 

A double fault by Capriati 
allowed Davenport to break 
serve again and take a 4-3 
lead. 

Davenport held serve the 
rest of the way and closed 
out the match, which 
required just 59 minutes. 

"The match just lasted 
two sets, but it was really 
tough.” Davenport said. 


serve so well. She hit a right 
forehand one time that was 
one of the best shots I've 
ever seen. 

"When 1 lost to her in 
January. 1 won the first set 
and she came back to beat 
me in three sets. It was 
important for me to put it 
away this time.” 

Lubiana made Coetzer her 
second seeded victim of the 
tournament. She beat sixth- 
seeded Amy Frazier in the 
first round. 

Lubiana. playing nearly 
flawless tennis, needed just 
25 minutes to win the first 
set 6-0. The second set was 
more of a contest, featuring 
a single service break. 

Tied 2-2. Lubiana broke 
Coetzer to go up 3-2. The 
South African missed three 
of four first serves in the 


“Holding- -my* serve was^tja^me and WaSTef faulted 
very important She returns once. 


Dominant Dortmund humbled by Duesseldorf 


BONN (R) — Champions Borussia 
Dortmund bungled their chance to go top of 
the German First Division on Friday, crash- 
ing 2-0 at 16th-placed Fortuna Duesseldorf. 
Dortmund's expensive international strik- 
ing line-up had almost all of the play but 
failed to trouble . Duesseldorf goalkeeper 
Thorsten Walter, playing only his second 
match. 

Instead, it was Duesseldorf, famed more 
for a stonewall defence than for an attack 
which had scored just 14 goals in 18 games, 
who took the lead against the run of play 40 
seconds after halftime. Congolese ama- 
teur Macchambes Younga pulled the ball 
back from the byeline for Russian striker 
Sergei Yuran to fire home from 10 metres. 

With a shocked Dortmund throwing 
everything forward, Yuran’s compatriot 
Igor Dobrovolski took advantage of the 


space they left at the back to score on the 
break in the 58th minute and end 
Dortmund's run of nine matches without 
defeat. 

The result left Dortmund in second place, 
two points behind Bayern Munich who 
have the chance to extend their lead when 
they travel to seventh-placed Bochum on 
Saturday. 

"We deserved to lose because we couldn't 
make our superiority count.'' said 
Dortmund coach Ottmar Hitzfeld. 

"Duesseldorf were hardly on the pitch in 
the first half but we built up their confi- 
dence for them.” The night's two other 
matches both ended in away wins, 
Hamburg trouncing bottom club Freiburg 
4-0 and Arminia Bielefeld beating St. Pauli 



— r-y . - . 

Fortuna DuesseldorTs Markus Oberleitner tl ) Rmti . . 

(R) celebrate after winning their first division ^.if* enic f" d Dobrov 
Dortmund in Duesseldorf (Reuters photo) soccer match against Bor 
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TEL-.634144 'w' CINEMA TEL634144 X/" CINEMA 


^ PHILADELPHIA “1” A PHILADELPHIA “2” A 


MICHAEL KEATON & 
GEENA DAVIS ..... in 

SPEECHLESS 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 




A 


SANDRA BULOCK, 
JEREMY NORTHAM 
& DENNIS MILLER JN 

THE NET 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


TEL699238 'W' 


PLflZfi 


CINEMA TEL677420 

(K CONCORD 


Adel Imam , Shireen 
& Saeed Saleh 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Al Jardal Waikankah 


^ 






Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 



Y Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


CONCORD “l* 

Michael Jordan & Bugs Bunny, in 

SPACEJAM 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, B:30. 10:3d 
CONCORD “2” 

Robert De Niro. ..in 

FAN 

Shows: 3:30, 5:4s 




the theatre will be closed 

UNTIL MARCH 1 FOR 

maintenance 

& REDECORATION 

WE WILL BE BACK WITH 

Aman.. Ya Ho 
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Henman overcomes Clavet 


Olympics rivals 


to reach Antwerp semifinals 


play waiting game 


ANTWERP (R) _ 

Britain’s Tim Henman, the 
only seeded player to sur- 
vive the second round, 
beat unseeded Fraud sco 
Clavet 7-6 S4 to reach the 
semifinals of the European 
Community championship 
on Friday. 

Czech players had con- 
trasting fortunes in earlier 
quarterfinal matches with 
Petr Korda winning easily 
but Martin Damm retiring 
against German Marc 
Goellner after four games. 

Sixth-seeded Henman, 
the world No. 19, faces 
Goellner in his semifinal 
■while Korda meets either 
Belgian lucky loser Filip 
Dewulf or Swiss Marc 
Rosset in the other half of 

the draw. 

“It’s going to be a tough 
match. He’s full of confi- 
dence but he has to beat 
me. That’s the best part,” 
Goellner said of Henman. 

Henman took the first- 
set tiebreak 7-4 and battled 
back from 3-0 down in the 
second set. 

He converted his third 
match point when world 
number 34 Clavet hit a lob 
long. 

Clavet, a natural baselin- 
er, squandered the chance 
to take a 5-2 lead in the 
second set when he 
allowed Henman to recov- 
er from 40-0 down and 
break his service. 

Korda trounced Belgian 
qualifier Dick Norman, 
the tallest player on the 
ATP tour at 2.03 metres, 6- 
3 6-4. 

Damm. who had 
sprained his ankle in the 
final set of his second- 
round match against sec- 
ond-seeded Chilean 


Marcelo Rios on 
Thursday, was trailing 
Goellner 3-1 in the first set 
when he pulled oul 

“I did not expect him to 
give up,” said Goellner. “I 
saw him in the locker 
room before and he did 
about 10 to 15 kangaroo 
jumps and I thought ‘okay, 
he’s top fit' ” he said. 

But he soon noted that 
Damm. who had also 
played a doubles match 
after hurting his ankle, 
appeared slower and his 
service weaker than, usual. 

Norman said he felt 
somewhat tired mentally 
and physically after his 
late night shock win over 
fifth seed Felix Mantilla of 
Spain on Thursday. 

**I just was unable to 
attack on Korda’s ser- 
vice.” he said. 

Korda said he was not 
feeling 100 per cent after a 
bout of flu before a Davis 
Cup tie with India two 
weeks ago. 

Henman, who said his 
goal now was to break into 
the top 1 0, said Clavet had 
made life very difficult for 
him. 

“Against somebody like 
Clavet you have to take 
risks because he’ll obvi- 
ously stay out there all day 
and won't miss too many 
balls.” he said. 

“I didn't want to get into 
a battle in his type of 
game.” 

Henman said he was still 
not playing to his full 
potential and felt he could 
improve all aspects of his 
game. 


Romanian federation 
backs 2-year Negura ban 


BUCHAREST (R) — 

Romanian athletics offi- 
cials are defending their 
decision to impose a two- 
year drug ban on women's 
cross-country champion 
Iulia Negura, rather than the 
four-year suspension of the 
sport’s ruling body. - 

Romanian Athletics 
Federation (FRA) officials 
said on Friday Negura had 
been punished for a first 
offence with local rules, 
which prevail over the 
International Amateur 
Athletic Federation (IAAF) 
sanctions. 

Negura, 30, was banned 
until December 1998 by the 
FRA and stripped of her 
gold medal after testing 
positive for the anabolic 
steroid stanozolol at the 
1996 European cross-coun- 
try championships in 


Charleroi, Belgium. 

The Romanian national 
team also lost their silver 
medal, but IAAF 
spokesman Georgio 

Reinieri insisted the punish- 
ment meted out to Negura 
should have been harsher. 

FRA president Iolanda 
Balas said in Bucharest the 
FRA had sent the IAAF a 
copy of Romanian sports 
rules adopted last year, 
which allow for shorter 
bans for first doping cases. 

Under those rules, a first 
doping offence is punished 
with a two-year ban, with a 
life ban following in case of 
a repeat 

Both Negura, who was 
punished for her first 
offence in a long career, and 
her coach Do tin Melinte 
have denied she had taken a 
banned substance. 


Majoli gets a scare on 
Way to Hanover semis 

HANOVER (R) — Third seed Iva Majoli narrowly avoided 
ift frar by Fiance’s Anne-Gaelle Sidot at the Hanover grand 
prix on Friday before fighting back to win their quarter-final 
4-67-6 6-4. 

Sidot made the early running with determined ground- 
strokes until Majoli, the world number nine from Croatia, 
finally took control in second set de-break. 

Majoli’s semifinal opponent will be Austria’s Barbara 
Paul us who returned to form in 1996 after struggling for years 
with injuries and was one of three players nominated on 
Friday for the WTA's “comeback player of the year” award. 

Paulus won through 7-6 64 against Miriam Oremans of the 
Netherlands, second-round conqueror of second seed and 
German home favourite Anke Huber. 

The other semifinal pits Czech top seed Jana Novotna 
against Magdalena Maleeva of Bulgaria. Novotna cruised 
past Yelena L ihho vtseva of Russia 64 6-2 and Maleeva beat 
Sandrine Testud of France 6-1 64. 


FOR SALE BY OWNER 

>87 JAGUAR SOVEREIGN/DUTY UNPAID 
X) 000 KM, EXCELLENT CONDITION. • 

04SAAB 9000 CDE/DUTIES PAID 40,000 KM, 
JLL OPTIONS+ CAR PHONE AND ALARM. 

? INTERESTED CALL 079-32006, OR FAX 643977. 


furnished apartment in 

ESTER N SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

sa m., second floor apartment, consisting of three 
ooms, two bathrooms, guest room, living room, 
ida, independent central heating, telephone, maid 
i, spacious kitchen and luxurious furniture. 

Please call Tel.: 665711, 664256 



Petr Korda of the Czech republic returns a backhand to Dick Norman of Belgium 
during their quarterfinal match at the European Community Championships in 
Antwerp, Belgium. Korda defeated Norman 6-3. 64 (Reuters photo) 



France's overall Alpine World Cup leader Luc Alphand skies on his way to win the 
men’s downhill at the Kandahar track in Garmisch-Partenkirchen. Alphand won in 
the time of 1:54.27 minutes which was 0.58 seconds ahead of Italy's 2nd placer Pietro 
Vltalini and Italy’s Kristian Ghedina who clocked the third fastest time 0.59 seconds 
behind (Reuters photo) 

Alphand takes World Cup downhill 


GARMISCH-PARTENKIRCHEN, 
Germany (AFP) — France’s Luc Alpand 
strengthened his grip on the overall 
World Cup title when he won the down- 
hill here Saturday. Alphand, who won 
Friday’s Super-G. clocked 1 minute 


54.27seconds to ensure his fourth down- 
hill victory this season. Pietro Vitalini of 
Italy was second in l min S4.8Ssecs and 
his teammate Kristian Ghedina. lying 
second to Alphand in the downhill 
standings, third in Imin 54.86secs. 


LONDON iR) — The lead- 
ing candidates to host the 
2004 Olympics jostled with 
each other on Friday to cap- 
italise on the International 
Olympic Comm i nee’s 

(IOC) initial evaluation 
reports of the 11 rival bids. 

Rome and Athens were 
among die early favourites 
as the IOC prepare ro 
announce a shortlist of five 
cities on March 7, but the 
Italians have already ruffled 
some feathers in Cape Town 
where organisers were keen 
to deflect concerns about 
their country's perceived 
crime problems. 

Chris Ball, chief execu- 
tive officer of the company 
in charge of die Cape Town 
bid, said South Africa had 
been warned in advance 
there would be “all sorts of 
skulduggery... including dis- 
information.” 

He also suggested some 
media reports on the IOC 
assessment of Cape Town, 
highlighting a reference to 
crime, were written from "a 
Rome perspective.” 

“Rome is trying to knock 
us off but all the indications 
are that we should be there 
(on the shortlist).'' said Ball. 

“(They are) glorifying 
Rome, and hitting Cape 
Town where Rome is con- 
tinually trying to hit us, 
which is on crime. If Rome 


can persuade the world that 
Cape Town is not safe, then 
Cape Town can't beat 
Rome. 

"The IOC itself under- 
stands that crime is not an 
issue in the games. The 
issue is security and Rome 
has bigger security prob- 
lems than Cape Town has." 

Italy greeted the IOC’s 
positive evaluation of the 
Rome bid with enthusiasm. 

“1 have to say the report 
on Rome is excellent, better 
than could have been 
expected,” said Primo 
Nebiolo, Italian president of 
the international amateur 
athletic federation. “Now 
wc know that the candidacy 
is serious and very valid." 

But opponents of Rome’s 
candidacy have vowed 
there will be no let-up in 
their campaign to block the 
bid and accused officials of 
lying about how they would 
pay for the Olympics. 

“We're not surprised by 
(the IOC's) evaluation as it 
was based on superficial 
and falsely construed data 
provided by the bid’s organ- 
ising committee.” said 
Cristiano Brughita. 

spokesman for the commit- 
tee against the Olympics in 
Rome. 

The committee is made up 
of hundreds of intellectuals 
and environmentalists who 


say the games would be 
costly, disruptive and envi- 
ronmentally harmful to the 
ancient city. 

Athens officials were 

upbeat about their chances 
of making the shortlist, as 
were Stockholm who are 
already looking towards the 
final judgement on 
September 5. 

“I believe we will make 
the final stages.” said Finn 
Persson. spokesman for the 
Stockholm bid committee. 
“We’re looking forward to 
the next step which is win- 
ning the real final, on 
September 5. Then there 
will be no runners-up. no 
second place." 

Buenos Aires. Istanbul, 
Lille, Rio De Janeiro. San 
Juan, Seville and St. 
Petersburg are the other 
competing cities, with the 
Russians denying a reported 
budget figure of 59.6 billion 
which the IOC said raised 
serious concerns. 

"We have planned rev- 
enue of S2.2 billion and 
planned expenditure of S2. 1 
billion. The figure named in 
tlie report is absolutely out- 
rageous. no-one can meet 
such a crazy target." said 
Alexander Kozlovsky, vice- 
president of the Russian 
Olympic Committee. 


Jordan’s soccer team plays Iraq today 

Delegation concludes training camp Monday 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

THE KINGDOM'S 
national soccer team 
Sunday conclude their 
two-week training camp 
in Baghdad Sunday when 
they play their Iraqi 
counteipaits in their 
fourth friendly interna- 
tional march in prepara- 
tion for their upcoming 
World Cup qualifiers 
which start in April. 

In their first encounter 
in Baghdad last week, 
Jordan lost 1-0 but team 
officials were happy with 
the result taking into con- 
sideration the Kingdom's 
players faced more 
experienced counterparts 
who have reached the 
second round of World 
Cup and Asian qualifiers 
on many occasions. 

The Jordanian team had 
started an intensive train- 
ing camp in Baghdad 
Feb. 10. where they had 
training sessions twice 
daily. ” 

The camp comes after 
two friendlies against the 
Lebanese national team 
in w-hich Jordan lost the 
first encounter in Beirut 
1-0 while the second one 
in Amman ended in a 0-0 
draw-. 

Other friendlies sched- 
uled by the Jordan 
Soccer Federation 
include two matches 


against Syria. March 16 
in Amman and March 23 
in Damascus, and anoth- 
er two against the Oman 
in Muscat March 8. and 
ll . 

Jordan's Asian Group 3 
qualifiers start in 
Manama. Bahrain 

against the United Arab 
Emirates and Bahrain 
April 8. 

The Lebanese team will 
be facing Kuwait and 
Singapore in Group 7. 
while Iraq will be play- 
ing Pakistan and 
Kazakhstan in Group 9 

Thirty-six Asian coun- 
tries will contest the first 
round World Cup quali- 
fiers and have been 
divided into ten groups. 

The top team in each of 
the 10 groups will quali- 
fy for the second round 
where the teams will be 
divided into two groups . 

The first two from each 
group will then contest 
the Asian finals . 

The first three qualify 
directly for the 1998 
World Cup in France 
while the winner of a 
play-off between the 
fourth team and the 
Oceania Zone winner 
will also qualify. 

The Kingdom's team 
includes Ahmad Abu 
Nasouh , Mu'taz Risheh, 
Mohammad Abu Daoud. 
Yousef Ammouri, Amjad 
Taher, Mohammad 


Khaz’ali, Isam 

Mahmoud , Abdallah 
Abu Zame'h. Faisal 
Ibrahim. Hussein 

Shanaineh, Abdallah 
Shiyyab. Ra'fat Ali. 
Adnan Awad. Raed 
Momani. Bassam A1 
Khatib , Aref Hussein. 
Khaled Yousef. Munir 
Abu Hanrash . Nart 
Yadaj. Walid Abdul 
Rahman. 

Seven of A1 Faisali's 
players, currently on 
leave to take part in the 
Arab Champion Cup in 
Morocco, have not joined 
the national team's train- 
ing camp. They are 
Ahmad Khalil, 

Mohannad Mahadin, 
Jamal Abu Abed, Subhi 
Suleiman, Ja’far 

Ham mad . Hasouneh 
Sheikh, Jiryes Tadros. 
Head coach Mohammad 
Awad said the seven 
might join the team start- 
ing with the matches in 
Oman. 

A1 Faisali will join 
Arab Cup champs 
Morocco's Olympic 
Khreibkeh. Arab Clubs 
champions Egypt's AI 
Ahli. and runner-up 
Morocco's AI Raja (see 
separate story on page 
10 ) 


AMMAN LITTLE LEAGUE 


JUNIORS I DIVISION 

J.R.P.d MAG 18-13 
MEC d Characters 14-6 

JUNIORS n DIVISION 

AI Hanna d Opel 39-37 
McDonalds d Aramex 24-19 

MIDS I DIVISION 

Arab Const, d Silhouette 38-33 
Paintex dRMCCS 37-34 

MIDS n DIVISION 

Budget d Chappee 37-35 
UCM d Toepfer 42-35 

SENIORS DIVISION 

Aqaba Ship, d VISA 5248 
Skoda d Lincoln 56-52 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARP 
ft TANNAH WRSCH 


THE RETURN OP TRUMP COUP TOMMY 


North-South vulnerable. South 

NORTH 

*863 

964 

OKQSS 

*10682 

WEST EAST 

• J9642 * Void 

01086 C Q 5 3 2 

CJ10B 087642 

*K9 *J7S4 

SOUTH 
AAKQ107 
OAKJ7 
QA 

* AQ8 
Hie bidding! 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

2* Pan SO PUa 

2* Pan S* Pass 

6a Pass Pass Pan 

Opening lead: Jack tf 0 
He had not been Been at the dub 
for tiro years, and guddenlv 

he was there, sitting at the table 
with his Old enjniw, swapping sto- 
nes and playing aa badly as ever — 
except in one circumstance. As 
readers of this column are aware. 
Trump Coup Tommy became a 
master technician the moment 


trumps broke badly. This deal Ii 
firms the very first session after his 
return. 

For once. Tommy bid the hand 
reasonably. Six spades was an 
excellent contract, with normal suit 
divisions, a heart and a dub would 
be discarded on the king and queen 
of diamonds, a heart could he rvfied 
in dummy and the club finesse 
offered the diance for an overtrick. 

Row Tommy might have 
butchered such a ample contract 
quickly became academic. Tommy 
won the opening lead in hand, 
cashed the ace of spades and. to 
him . East's diamond discard was 

. KIp Twiwtnfl bum bUTCTL 

Declarer cashed the an and king 
of hearts and ace of duba, then 
entered dummy with a heart ruff. 
On the fcing nnri queen of rfimnmih 
two clubs were discarded, a club 
was ruffed in the dosed hand to 
reduce West to _ nothing but trumps 
and tV remaining bean was led. 

West's vision of two trump tricks 
vanished thin sir, The defender 
was forced to ruff and then had to 
lead away from the jack of trumps 
into Tommy's corner. Believe it or 
not. Tommy lost nothing but a 
heart trick, and that to a defender's 
ruffl 


cnDl{p 

unjxep nations seek social experts 

The United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) in Jordan is inviting Jordanian national with 
an educational background in the social sciences 
and extensive working experience in the social 
sector to indicate their interest in being included in 
UNDP’s roster of social sector experts. 

This roster will be used in the future to identify 
suitable candidates for both full-time positions and 
medium-to-short-term consultancies in social sector 
activities sponsored by agencies of the United 
Nations in Jordan, especially in the field of poverty 
reduction, employment promotion, social welfare, 
and/or income generation for low-income groups in 
Jordan. 

If you are interested in having your name included in 
this roster, please forward your detailed curriculum 
vitae to the address below. Please clarify in your 
cover letter whether you wish to be considered for | 
full-time positions or for consultancy assignments of 
limited duration. 

Please write to UNDP, P.O. Box 35286, Amman 
11180 and mark your envelope “Social Sector 
Roster” no later than Monday, March 10, 1897 
All indications of Interest will be treated In the 
strictest confidence. 



Aman 
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Government warns public sector 
engineers after they stage sit-in 


Jordan Times, Sunday, February 23, 1997 


Assad accuses Netanyahu 
of doing nothing for peace 



Novak honoured 



Jordanian engineers demanding pay increases stage a demonstration in 
Amman on Saturday (Reuters photo) 


By Ghalia Alul 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment reacted sremly on 
Saturday to a sir-in in front 
of the Ministry of Housing 
and Public Worts by hun- 
dreds of public sector engi- 
neers who were demanding 
pay increases and promotion 
in salary scale. 

“The government is com- 
mitted to the memorandum 
of understanding" reached 
between the Jordan 
Engineers Association 
(JEA) and a special ministe- 
rial committee formed to 
study the engineers 
demands. Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti said 
in a short press release car- 
ried by the Jordan News 
Agency Petra. 

"The county's need for 
more qualified teachers and 
other specialists is greater 
than its need for doctors and 
engineers,” the he warned. 

Demanding a 1 SO per cent 
increase in their basic 
monthly salaries which cur- 
rently average JD150, engi- 
neers held banners saying 
"we struggle for our rights", 
and "we work hand in hand 
to achieve our demands.” 

The ministerial committee 
earlier this month agreed to 
amend the engineers' basic 
salary allowances and 
promised to send the deci- 
sion to the Cabinet for 
approval. 

But. JEA Vice President 
Husni Abu Ghida said the 
association did not yet hear 
from the government 

“We heard lots of promis- 
es, but nothing happened," 
he said. 

The engineers were also 
demanding promotion to 
higher levels on the public 
sector employee scale. 

Public sector employees 
are rated on a scale of 1-10. 


the lowest being 10. 

Mr. Abu Ghida earlier told 
the Jordan Times that before 
1988 newly graduated engi- 
neers could begin their 
careers as public employees 
from grade five, while today 
these engineers are hired as 
sixth grade employees with 
less benefits and allowances. 

Engineers told the Jordan 
Times that since 1988 their 
salaries diminished by 30 
per cent. 

Mr. Abu Ghida said the 
government had promised to 
amend the current by-laws, 
regulating the allowances 
for public sector engineers 
within three months dating 
from last October. 

“It has been four months 
and no serious action to 
change these by laws was 
made by the government." 
Mr. Abu Ghida asserted. 

“The engineers are scepti- 
cal that the government will 
change these by-laws.*' 


Petra quoted Minister of 
Housing and Public Works 
Abdul Hadi Majaii as say- 
ing that the decision to stage 
a sit-in was illogical and did 
not contribute to the govern- 
ment’s efforts aimed at solv- 
ing problems facing all pro- 
fessional associations. 

Mr. Kabariti called on ail 
engineers to “resume their 
work and act responsibly 
away from sloganeering” 
which is incompatible with 
current conditions of the 
economy. 

Mr. Majaii told Petra that 
the ministry implemented 
most of the articles included 
in the memorandum of 
understanding and opened 
the doors for constructive 
dialogue with the engineers. 

Mr. Abu Ghida agreed 
with the minister, but coun- 
tered that die main points of 
the memorandum, which 
include an increase in the 
basic salaries and promotion 


to higher levels on the public 
sector employee scale were 
not implemented by the gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Majaii said the 
salaries of the engineers 
working in the private sector 
are much lower than those 
of the public sector engi- 
neers. 

However, the public sector 
engineers said they were 
determined to carry on with 
their protest action, “if the 
government fails to respond 
to their demands.” 

They said that next week 
they will organise a protest 
march from the association 
to the Prime Ministry. 
Engineers will end the 
march with a sit-in in front 
of the prime ministry. 

One week after the march 
they will stop working for 
two hours every’ day. This 
strike will continue for a 
week to be followed with a 
general strike on March 22. 


Arabs seek U.N. action against Israeli project 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— The Palestine National 
Authority (PNA) and the 
Arab bloc at the United 
Nations asked the U.N. 
Security Council on Friday 
to take action to prevent the 
construction of a new Jewish 
neighbourhood in Jerusalem. 

In letters sent to Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan and the 
Security Council president. 
Palestinian representative 
Nasser A1 Kidwa, chairman 
of the Arab bloc at the 


United Nations this month, 
protested the planned settle- 
ment known as Har Homa in 
the south of the city’s eastern 
sector. He said it would cre- 
ate a "dangerous situation.” 

“We want the council to 
act in prevention of such a 
situation." said Mr. Kidwa. 
following a meeting on the 
topic Thursday by the Arab 
countries. 

Palestinians fear the settle- 
ment — 6,500 homes for 
25,000 Israelis to be built on 


185 hectares of mostly Arab 
land confiscated by Israel in 
1991 — would cut Arab 
East Jerusalem off from the 
rest of the West Bank. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu said 
on Thursday he will give the 
green light to the controver- 
sial project although, under 
pressure from Washington 
and fears of Palestinian vio- 
lence, he has postponed the 
decision until next week. 

In his letter, Mr. Kidwa 


reiterated his denunciations 
of “illegal practices” under 
international law by the 
“occupying power” in 
Jerusalem. 

If Mr. Netanyahu proceeds 
with the project, the Arab 
bloc at the United Nations 
will demand a meeting of the 
Security Council and ulti- 
mately a resolution on the 
issue, Mr. Kidwa told AFP. 

He said he planned to meet 
with council members on 
Monday. 


Opposition says 5 Uday bodyguards executed 


CAIRO (AP) — Five 
bodyguards assigned to pro- 
tecting Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein's eldest son were 
executed after the attempt 
on his life in December, an 
opposition group alleged 
Saturday. 

The Supreme Council for 
Islamic Revolution (SCIRI) 
in Iraq said the bodyguards 
were executed Feb. 15 in the 
presidential palace com- 
pound in Baghdad. It said 
the executions were carried 
out by a special security 
unit and were supervised by 
Uday's younger brother, 
Qusai. 

The Iranian-based group, 
whose members are mainly 
Shiite Muslims from south- 
ern Iraq, said it received its 
information from sources 
close to the Iraqi military. 

There was no way to inde- 
pendently verify the report. 


Uday. 33. has been in hos- 
pital since unidentified gun- 
men shot him on Dec. 12 
while he was in his car in 
the Baghdad suburb of 
Mansour. 

Reports from opposition 
groups say at least one bul- 
let remains lodged near his 
spine, threatening paralysis. 

Opposition groups say 
that scores of people have 
been rounded up for ques- 
tioning in the case, but there 
has been no formal 
announcement of any 
arrests. 

Iraq has blamed Iran for 
the attack. The Iranian- 
backed A I Dawa Party, a 
Shiite opposition group, 
claimed responsibility 
shortly after the attack. 

Saturday’s SCIRI state- 
ment was taxed to the 
Associated Press in Cairo 
by the group’s London 


office. 

It identified the slain 
bodyguards as Jasim 
Hum mad Mohammad, 
Faisal Yousef Hamed, 
Shihab Salahedin Salman, 
Omar Fuad Hassan and 
Talat Hussein Othman. 

It said security forces 
were still looking for others 
who had served as Uday’s 
bodyguards. 

The group said its sources 
inside Iraq said that a 
women was in detention on 
suspicion of involvement in 
the attempted assassination. 
It said she was in Uday’s car 
at the time of the attack. It 
identified her as Sana Hasan 
Abed. 

Other reports on the inci- 
dent said Uday was alone in 
his car at the time of the 
shooting, waiting for a 
bodyguard to return from a 
nearby store. 


The attack on Uday has 
rattled Iraq, where he was 
believed to be the heir- 
apparent to President 
Saddam. 

In recent weeks, Uday’s 
television station, AJ 
Shabab. has frequently 
shown film clips of him 
receiving visitors in his hos- 
pital room at Ben Sina 
Hospital. In the most recent 
film on Friday night, Uday 
was shown sitting up in a 
wheelchair, his left aim and 
left leg immobile. 

SCIRI also said Saturday 
Iraqi authorities have 
detained 722 Iraqi 
Prisoners of War recently 
freed and repatriated by 
Iran. 

It said the prisoners 
released unilaterally by Iran 
in late December were 
being kept in a detention 
centre near Baghdad. 


Rival Iraqi Kurdish factions in Iran for talks 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — • 
The leader of the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK), 
Jalal Talabani. and the num- 
ber two of the rival 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP) are here for Iranian- 
mediated peace talks, the 
official IRNA news agency 
said. 

Mr. Talabani and 
Nitchrwan Baizani, the 
KDP’s second in charge, 
arrived in Tehran on Friday 
for separate talks with senior 
Iranian officials and then 
joint discussions over their 
territorial disputes in north- 
ern Iraq. 

They will be discussing 
developments in northern 
Iraq with Iranian officials. 


IRNA said It said the KDP 
had asked for the meeting in 
Tehran, but did not elaborate. 

The KDP, however, 
charged the PUK on 
Saturday of preparing to 
restart fighting in Kurdish- 
held northern Iraq, in a state- 
ment received by AFP in 
Dubai. 

“The PUK has massed 
forces and deployed heavy 
weapons along the ceasefire 
line" separating the two fac- 
tions. the group said adding 
that its rival had also “distrib- 
uted ammunition and intensi- 
fied its press campaign.” 

The PUK said in a separate 
statement that it was respect- 
ing the ceasefire line and 
would “not be the first to 


break the truce/’ 

The two groups have been 
contesting for power in the 
Kurdish-controlled area 
carved out in northern Iraq 
after the 1 99 1 Gulf war. 

Last August, the KDP 
drove Mr. Talabani’s sup- 
porters out of Erbil and sur- 
rounding areas with help 
from Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein’s army. 

The PUK, backed by Iran 
.staged a comeback soon 
thereafter and retook most of 
its strongholds in northern 
Iraq, including its bases in 
the town of Suleimaniyeh. 

The two groups agreed to a 
cease Lfre im Ocober mediat- 
ed by the U.S. and since then 
the front had bee largely 


quite although some skir- 
mishes were reported in 
December. 

There have been reports 
that Baghdad is trying to rec- 
oncile with Mr. Talabani in 
an attempt to regain control 
of the region. 

The United States and 
Britain patrol a *’no fly” 
zone over the north ro protect 
the Kurds from attacks by 
Iraq, but the allies have given 
up trying to maintain order 
on the ground. 

The United States, Britain 
and France set up a "safe 
haven” for Kurds in the north 
after a failed rebellion by the 
Kurds against the Iraqi 
regime in 1991. 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Syrian President 
Hafez Al- Assad on Saturday accused the 
Israeli government of Pnme Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu of doing nothing for 
Middle East peace, during a visit here by 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak. 

“Syria is committed to the peace process 
and wants peace, but the Netanyahu govern- 
ment has done nothing up until now to 
encourage peace.” Mr. Assad said during a 
joint press conference with Mr. Mubarak. 

The Egyptian leader, who arrived here ear- 
lier Saturday, left Damascus after holding 
brief talks with assad on the peace process. 

Assad said Mr. Netanyahu’s call for a 
resumption of Israeli-Syrian peace talks 
"without pre-conditions” was in itself a pre- 
condition. 

“None of the parties concerned with peace 
have previously imposed conditions, nor has 
Syria, because there is a principle on which 
the peace process was based ... and mat prin- 
ciple must be accepted,” he said. 

The 1991 Madrid conference which 
launched the peace process was based on an 
exchange of land (occupied by Israel) for 
peace. 

Mr. Netanyahu met with U.S. President 
Bill Clinton in Washington earlier this 
month to discuss ways to relaunch the 
israeli-syrian peace process, which ground 
to a halt a year ago. 

Syria says that the former Israeli govern- 
ment promised to negotiate on an Israeli 
withdrawal from the strategic Golan 
Heights, which Israel seized in the 1967 
Arab-Israeli war, in exchange for a peace 


UCUIJ. _ 

But Mr. Netanyahu said he wants the talks 
to begin without preconditions, including 
what Syria said was a verbal commitment 
made by Israel's former government. 

“Netanyahu ... wants peace talks as a win- 
ner and the Arab sideas tbe loser." Mr. Assad 
charged. “Once he wants peace for 
peace.then he wants security for peace. 
Syria wants the Golan, and hewants the 
Golan, too." 

Mr. Assad added: “I have not found a 

window — or, better to say, a gap or a pas- 
sage - that would allow us to start peace 
talks. We have nothing that makes us confi- 
dent that he (Netanyahu) ... really wants 
peace/ 

Mr. Mubarak said that the rights of all 
sides must be respected in order for there to 
be a fair and total peace. 

In interview’s with several Lebanese news- 
papers published on Friday, Mr. Mubarak 
said he doubted there would be any military 
conflict between Syria and the Jewish state. 

“The Israelis informed me that they had no 
war-like intentions,” he said. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Musa held 
talks Friday with die European Union's 
envoy for the Middle East, Miguel Angel 
Moratinos, on the Arab-Israeli peace 
process, the Foreign Ministry said. 

Mr. Musa said after the meeting that they 
discussed “the peace process situation and 
the European role in upcoming phases of the 
process*' in addition to Egyptian and Arab 
efforts for the next stages. 


Arafat, opposition to meet this 
week to discuss joint platform 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat will 
meet this week with 
Palestinian opposition 
groups to discuss a joint 
platform for peace talks 
with Israel, the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
announced Saturday. 

Thursday’s meeting in the 
autonomous West Bank city 
of Nablus "will be attended 
by Yasser Arafat and all the 
factions.” Ahmad Abdul 
Rahman, Mr. Arafat's cabi- 
net secretary-, told the Voice 
of Palestine. 


Sudan says 
rebel push 
thwarted 

KHARTOUM (Agencies) 
— The Sudanese army says 
it repulsed an attack by the 
rebel Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (.SPLA) on 
the military post at Pibor in 
the south. 

The daily Al Engaz Al 
Watani on Saturday quoted 
an army communique as say- 
ing the array “inflicted 
heavy losses” on the attack- 
ers. 

Pibor is about 1,000 kilo- 
meters south of the capital 
Khartoum. 

State-run television carried 
part of the communique late 
Friday night It said that 
about 600 rebels attacked the 
town and military post and 
were repulsed. It said the 
government suffered "limit- 
ed casualties,” but gave no 
figures for deaths on either 
side.The newspaper said the 
rebels abandoned three mor- 
tars, ammunition and a truck. 

Sudan has accused Eritrea 
and Ethiopia of participating 
in the fighting. Both coun- 
tries deny involvement 


The announcement came 
after two key militant 
groups opposing Mr. Arafat 
— Hamas and the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine — agreed to par- 
ticipate, marking a political 
victory for Mr. Arafat. 

In the past, opposition 
groups have set pre-condi- 
tions, such as release of 
prisoners, before agreeing 
to meet with PNA represen- 
tatives. 

“We support this dia- 
logue,” sayed Abu 
Masameh, a Hamas leader, 
to!3 tHe Voice of Palestine. 


AMMAN (AP) — The 
government is resisting 
receiving the leader of the 
Palestinian militant group 
Hamas if he : is extradited 
from the Llnited States, 
apparently because Jordan 
had asked him to leave two 
years ago. 

A Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) team 
has sounded out Jordan for 
its position, but King 
Hussein "expressed reser- 
vations” about taking back 
Musa Abu Marzouk, a gov- 
ernment source said 
Saturday. The source, who 
insisted on anonymity, 
declined to elaborate. 

The King met with FBI 
Director Louis J. Freeh on 
Thursday night during the 
American official’s tour of 
the Middle East that also 
included Israel and Egypt. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk, 46, 
was arrested in the United 
States in 1995 when his 
name was found on a list of 
terrorist suspects. A U.S. 
judge ruled in May there 
was cause to believe he was 
involved in planning 10 
attacks in Israel in 1990- 


"We have different views 
but we are concerned about 
national interest.” 

In Jordan. however. 
Hamas spokesman Ibrahim 
Ghosheh said that ■ Abu 
Masameh’s statement was a 
“personal opinion and does 
not represent the move- 
ment’s stand” and that 
Hamas had not decided yet 
to participate in the dia- 
logue. 

PFLP leader Abdul Rahim 
Malouh said on the Voice of 
Palestine that his group 

( Continued on page 7 ) 


1994 in which 47 people 
died. 

He maintains he is a polit- 
ical leader of Hamas and 
has nothing to do with the 
group’s military wing, 
which carries out attacks on 
Israelis. Hamas is opposed 
to the Palestinian peace 
accords with Israel. 

Jordan asked Mr. Abu 
Marzouk to leave in 1995. 
when it came under pres- 
sure from the U.S., Israel 
and the Palestinians 
because the Hamas leader 
was allegedly plotting anti- 
Israeli attacks from the 
Kingdom. 

Israel had demanded Mr. 
Abu Marzouk’s extradition 
to put him on trial, but it 
reportedly has dropped the 
idea in the belief that such a 
trial would cause a backlash 
among Palestinians. 

Jordanian officials have 
said Jordan feels Mr. Abu 
Marzouk should be sent to 
the Palestinian territories, a 
move expected to be dis- 
cussed when Kina Hussein 
visits President Bill Clinton 
in Washington on March 
IS. 


BERLIN (AFP) - 
Actress Kim Novak came 
out of retiremeni to receive 
a Golden Bear Award at the 
Berlin Film Festival late 
Friday for her cinema 
career, and particularly for 
her starring role in Alfred 
Hitchcock's ’’Vertigo." 
Novak. 63. who now breed 
lamas on an Oregon ranch, 
said Janies Stewart, her co- 
star in ■•Vertigo" was her 
favourite acting partner. 

Sheen faces charges 

LOS ANGELES lAFP) - 
Actor Charlie Sheen was 
slapped by prosecutors 
Fridav with a misdemeanor 
banery charge for allegedly 
attacking his girlfriend in 
December at his home. 
Sheen, 31. is the son of 
actor Martin Sheen and star 
of ’’Wall Street.” “Platoon,” 
and “Hot Shots.” He has 
been free on S20.0CX1 hail 
since his arrest Dec. 20. 
Brittany Ashland said she 
had been dating Sheen for 
about five months when 
they got into an argument. 
She said he grabbed her 
hair and pushed her to the 
floor, knocking her uncon- 
scious. She said he made 
her remove and dispose of 
the blood-spattered dress 
she had been wearing, 
refused to let her leave and 
threatened to kill her if she 
told anyone what she 
claimed happened. 

‘Sex-switch has 
no legal bearing 
on marriage” 

SAINT-GALL. Switzer- 
land (AFP) — A marriage 
stays a marriage, even 
when the husband switches 
sex. a court in this northern 
Swiss town ruled Friday. 
The district court, which 
has jurisdiction over name 
and identity changes, was 
called on to give its verdict 
in the case of a man who 
had changed his name after 
becoming a woman. “For 
the first time, at least in 
Switzerland, it concerns a 
married person and we had 
to give a ruling over the 
validity of the union." dis- 
trict court Vice President 
Thomas Mettler told AFP. 
“We decided the marriage 
could continue, even if the 
man is today a woman.” 
Mr. Mettler said. 

Crooner unhappy 
over cancellation 

LOS ANGELES; (AFP) - 
Christian crooner Pat 
Boone says some of his 
Christian followers just 
don’t know to take a joke. 
The Trinity Broadcasting 
System cancelled Mr. 
Boone’s “Gospel America" 
show Wednesday after 
viewer complaints" about 
Mr. Boone’s new recording 
in which he does parodies 
of “heavy metal” music 
and sports black-leather 
garb. “They did not get the 
joke." said Mr. Boone. 62. 
‘That's what astounds me 
the most about this. People, 
particularly in Christian 
America, have known me 
for 30-somothing years as 
ttn upfront, outspoken 
advocate of all our posi- 
tions." 

Castro's romantic 
side revealed 

HAVANA (AFP) — 
Letter* from Fidel Castro 
lo his long-rime lover Naiy 
Revuelta. published 
Monday in Spain, “are the 
letters of two people who 
meet and love each other as 
human beings” she told 
AFP. “They weren’t secret 
or hidden. They are letters 
whieh passed through the 
hands o! (prison) censors;)! 
one time.” she said by 
phone after the eonservu- 
rtve Spanish daily ABC 
published the prix.ue mis- 
sives apparently released 
o> her dissident daughter 
by Mr. Castro. One reads: 
One kis.<s is the same as 
another kiss, but lovers 
never tire. There are sen- 
tence:* which iuv really 
,‘tnd there’s honey 
which is never too sweet- 
(hats the secret of vour 
letters.” Juu. 31. 1954* 


Hizbollah condemns Red Army arrests 


BEIRUT (AFP) — A senior Hizbollah 
leader on Saturday condemned the 
Lebanese government’s arrest of five sus- 
pected Japanese Red Army members, say- 
ing they had served the country’s cause. 

“What is taking place is disgraceful,” said 
Sheikh Sobhi 

Tufayli, a former secretary general of the 
Iranian-backed militia and now the leader 
of the movement’s hardline wing. 

Sheikh Tufayli, in remarks published in 
the press here Saturday, said the Lebanese 
government was showing a “lack of loyal- 
ty” towards the Japanese Red Army. 

“The Lebanese authorities have arrested a 
man who was one of the authors of the 
heroic Lod attack and who has given every- 
thing for our cause. They are treating him as 
a criminal and want to sell him,” he said. 

Sheikh Tufayli was referring to Kozo 
Okamoto, who was sentenced to life impris- 
onment in Israel for a 1972 attack on Tel 
Aviv’s Lod airport which left 26 people 
dead. 

He was freed in 1985 during a hostage 
swap between Israel and 

Palestinian guerrillas, and is said to be 


among the five Japanese 

Red Army members picked uj 
two Lebanese suspects last \ 
Beirut and the Syrian-contrc 
Valley. 

Since Japan's Prime Mi nisi 
Hashimoto announced the 
Sunday, Lebanese officials havi 
about the case apart from Forei 
Fares Bouez, who said Tuesd 
pects were being interrogated. 

Japan on Thursday urged 
speed up legal proceedings to 
suspects, and said it would seek 
dition if they cum out to be Red 
bers. 

Lebanese judicial sources, he 
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Jordan said reluctant 
to accept Abu Marzouk 




